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ADVERTISEMENTS 


Of the Author to the Reader. 


RF Suppoſe you to be a pi- 
ous and ſober-minded 
y G2, Proteſtant; having 3 love 1 


” to he truth ; Endnmay 
hahrt So HP English 
ble; regarding it as Gods word, 


and no authority but its in mat- 
ters of religion. 
2. 

You are not to think we uſe this 
way, of proving our grounds by 
Scripture , cithcr as neceſſary, or 
as wanting other (for weare able 
to prove them, independently of 
it, and prxcedently to it, to any 
ada man, by the ſame means 


as Moſes ( Exod.q.1. ) and the 0- 


ther Prophets (=Xihrx=4;) did 
theirs, aforc any word of the Old, 


A 2 and, # 
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and Chriſt (Tohn 5.35. ) and his 
Apoſtles ( 2 Cor. 12. 12.) theirs, 
afore any word of the New Te- 
ſtament was written; to wit, M2- 
racles, ſuch as no other doth, ( Toh. 15. 
24.) joyn d with eminent Santlity; 
as Shal be shewn in nextTreatile: ) 
bur *oncly becauſe zn 72 you thin 


to have eterngl. bfe -( -[obs5-39«2. 


q. 
Out of my great deſire of bre- 
vity, I have often omitted to 
quote the texts at large. And 
therefore I could wish you would 
take the paines to read them in 
your Bible ; for there is not one 
of them put for sheyw onely (as is 
roo much ufed on your tide) ; but 
is pertinent to confirm or fllu- 
ſtrate what it is quoted for. 


4 

Out of the ſame deſire, I have 
many times omitted divers 
proofs 


ns "I tt. 


a 
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proofes on our fide , and ſome- 
times ſome on yours. If therefore 
you miſſe any, doe not think it 
was either of craft, or for an 
dread of it ( for I hope by that 
time you have read it over, you 
wul not{ay I have pleadcd your 
cauſe partially ,) : but ,cither be- 
cauſe it eſeaped me, or was con- 
temned by me, ori] thought the 
anſwer given to ſome other, 
would ſerve it. 


Fo 


Above all things, I am to be- 
ſeech your charity , afore you 
cenſure our opinion, ordrift of 
the book, as tending to deropate 
from the honour, ofhce, or au- 
thority of H. Scripture, you will 
rcad overthe 5 © $5. in the Prafacc. 
And if any expreſſion uſed after- 
A 3 ward 


" 6 Avvexrizr@ernts, &c. 
ward in the book ſeem to have a- 
ny ſenſe varying from what is 

thcre ſet down, not to 
underſtand it in any 


ſuch ſenſe. 


Akore y 9 yead T4 k vl cn with 
your en to corre&rhe rrata noted 
ths end 14 ir beworth v eabing, 
the benefit of # en in avo@ ng 
miſtakes $4, wil vechup ence +, 


Trt PxAp acy 
To the firſt Treatiſe : 


Stating the quzſtion, explica- 
ting the tcarmes, &Cc. 


$ 1. Grounds agreed upon , leadin 
4 10 ole” Ovation : 


: I Ground. 348% 
F 7 Ithout faith, it is not poſ- 
ſible to pleaſe God / Heb* 
11.6. ); and without holines no 
mans$hall ſee him (Heb. 1 2. 14.) 


'  2.Gromnd. 

2. What faith and holineſlc ztis 
as he requires, and will accept from 
bie creature, to this pleaſing and - 
{ecing of bim, cannot enter into 
the heart of man (yea, or Angel ) 
by any tight poſſible tm nature ; but 
it trneceſſary he reveale it tous by his 
holy 'Spirt (1 Cor.2.9). | 
NO... PEE 
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3. Ground, 

This revelatton he makes not im- 
mediately to every one ; but to ſome 
one ( perſon , or company ) at firſt; 
and ſo makes uſe ofthe one, (di- 
vincly authoriſed, and affiſted by 
him to that end) as .his inſtrument 
to teach 2t to others in an ordinary 
way, by word of mouth, or wri- 
ting ( cecauſe this way ts ſufficient, 
zhe other miraculous ; which there- 
fore he uſeth not without ſome nece/- 
ſity.) See examples hereof , if” you 
pleaſe ( Gen. 18. 19. Exod. 18. 16. 
S.Mat.28.20. Adz.g. 6. & 10.6.) 


What is means By [tcaching] [meane 
by (reaching). | inſtrutting in rel-gion, 
in/uch manner as the Stholar/may; 
and untill he doe (without it be-hig 
own fault ) underſtandit anght, and 
perfectly, (o far as 35_needfull to, bis 
 Oouler health]. And when it1s ſpo- 


en 
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ken of, as the att of a reaſonable 
creature ; I mean by tt | inſtrutting 
(as afore) by word of mouth, in way 
of publike office.) Andit includes di- 
vers afts , as principal and moſt ne- 
ceſſary. The firſts , to grve the farlt 
mnſtruftion, called by a proper name, 
Catechiſing. The other, which is to 
| grve the perfecting inſtruttion, hath 
two atts ; 1. In quality of a Judge, 
to decide all emerging» controver= 
fies. 2. In quality of a Guide, 
or Councellor, to- dire mm, 
and reſolve all calcs of conſci- 
ence. And all the ſame I underſtand 
by F preaching. ] 

IWhen T ſay [by word of mouth, 
or writing] 7 mean, either of that 
firſt, or of others, from , or under 
him, in the ſame manner divincly 
authorized and afliſted ; for 
elſe ro man may, much leſſe 
can be obliged to believe it 4 
$ As by 


— 
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rdivine faith, no more then they 


could the teaching of the firlt. 


Whatis meant [Divinely authoriſed] | 


by [divinely aw- 


theriſed]. includes three properties, | 


1. free from all error, 7 ts teach- 

ing. 2. obliging all creatures un- 

dey penalty of aternal torments, to 

beheve and obey it. 3. ſecuring all 

that doe, of an eternall recompence. 
4. Ground. 

In this iramediate way ; in ſun- 
dry manners, and at ſundry times, 
he ſpake of old to the Fathers, by 
the Prophets (Adam, Abraham, 
Moſes, &c. ) (Heb. 1. x.). Some of 
whom,oy him moved (2 Pet.1.20.) 
committed their revelations unto 
writing, now called the © Old Teſta- 


ment}. 
s Ground. 


The rule delivered by theſe his 
lervants ( Heb. 2, 5.) being(when at 
beſt but imperfeR(Heb.7.19.) a-_ 

| Ps (for. 
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(for the greateſt part of it ) but terns 
porary (Gal.3.19.) at length, him- 
1 Fi in the viſible perſon of Teſus 
| Chriſt , vouchſafing to become a 
Teacher of it ; he ( as became him 
the Lord) taught it perfettly, and as 
it was to endure to worlds end. 
Whence he 1s ferled ſour one Maſter 
(Mat.23.8.); the author and fi- 
niſher of our faith. Heb. 1 2. 2.] 

What is meant And this forme , do- 


by [ Religion 1 . 
ad [the Goſpel } erime , law , or rule of 


faith and holineſſe, thus by God Al- 
mighty revealed, ts called by a proper 
name [Religion : ] and as by Teſus 
Chriſt revealed, or promulgated, is 
called | the Chriſtian Religion ; 
or ( in Scripture-phraſe) the Go- 
ſpel]. (Mar.16.15.) 

6 Ground. 

This Goſpell, he taught to his 
Apoſtles: and ſo left them as the firſt, 
and temporary. meanes, to-teach it 
to others. _ Ole 


6 2. x" 
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Conſequently , at their death, all 
teaching of it by or from him im- 
mediate, ceaſed ( at leaſt, regularly 
ſpeaking). Whence, (as one reaſon , 
at leaſt) thoſe dayes of* his and thetr 
teaching in the flesh, are called [the 
laſt dayes, (E/a.2-2. Heb.1.1.) the 
fulneſſe, of time, ( Gal. 4-4. ) and 
the ends of the world. (r.Cor.10. 
11.) And fo, he that will know any 
thing touching it, muſt goe to the Go- 
ſþel by them taught and left, as [the 
fountaine of all both fſaveing 
truth and diſcipline of manners 
( fo our late H.Councel of Trent 
calls t ) (Sefſ. 4.) to all ſucceeding 
generations |. 

7 Ground. 

They ( in thetrperlons ) being to 
ae ſoon afier him, he left ( or, 
at leaſt, defioned they chould leave) 
ſomething to remaine as the (ordi- 


nary, or perpetual) means to teach 
| Where 


7 


a 


— 


f 
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What is meant IWWhere, byſthe mcans 
by le mens) of teaching it] 7 mean 
not any. ſort of meanes; humancly 
authorized onely, or fallible , #n 
its teaching, or inſtrumentall 
only to ſome other creature , or pro- 
fitab lc only, or neceſſaryin lome re- 
ipcas onely, or ſufficient 70 teach 


ſome part of it _ or to ſome 


creatures onely: but [the pro- 
per , principall , neceſſary, and 
ſufficient, to teach every creature, 
every particular of it, and divine- 
ly authorized and afliſted to that 
end:] and ſo deſerving to be ſtiled 
in abſolute and ſimple fuſe [the An- 
gel of the Lord ( or, interpreter 
of his will to humane creatures ); 
the guide of mankind in the wa 

to heaven; the light of the world; 
the Pillar, or ground of the truth; 
the Judge of the Chriſtian Lay; 
the Chaire of ” ; the .. 
4 cnog 
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Schoolc of the Goſpell ; the 
ſeward, depoſitary, or diſpenſer 
of the myſteries of faith; the 
ſtore-houle or treaſury of divine 
knowledge, wiſedome, or truth; 
the power (or powerfull inſtrument ) 
- of God unto ſalvation of all that 
believe, or ulſc it ]: and its vorce, 
doftrine , or reaching | the word, 
law, oracles, doQrine, or Goſpcll, 
of God, Chriſt, truth,grace, life, 
or ſalvation, &c. the faith ; the 
truth;the ſced/of grace );the faithful 
word ; the ſword of the ſpirit ; 
the forme of ſound words, or 
doctrine ; the depoſitum, or trea- 
ſure, of heavenly truth, left by 
Chriſt, or his Apoſtles ; the 
whole revealed will, or counſell 
of God ; the guide of faith ; the 
_ rule of religion &c. ] Or, of which 

it 15, or may 7} ſaid, [it shall teach 
yourcligion ; if there ariſc a mat- 


. . - 
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ter too hard for thee, thou shalt 
goeto it to enquire; ask, or ſeck 
the Law of God , at it, or its 
mouth; in controyerſic it $hall 
ſtand in judgement ; it shall pre. 
ſerve ot At ; it Shall shew 
thee what thou oughteſt to doe; 
follow it; make it your rule, or 
guide ; prove all things by it; by 
it we know the ſpirit of truth, 
and ſpirit of error; it is able to 
make you wiſe to ſalvation , or, to 
ſave your foules, or to shew you 
the way to cternal life; he that 
believes , or followes it, shall be 
ſaved J: or, unto which, God Al- 
mighty ever ſaid {© Teach people; 
or,tcach the Goſpell.] 

To whatſoever creature, theſe at- 
| tributes , offices, properties, phra- 
ſes , ſpeeches , or an y one of them , 
or any other to the ſame ſenſe, is. \ 
rightfully gruen , or appertaines 3 _ 
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that's [the meanes ] 7 ſpeak of. 
$. Ground. 

This meanes (what ever #t be), 1s 
ſomewhere or other m H. Scripture, 
ſet forth, and named to us, in moſt 
plain, and expreſſe manner, as being 
the fundamental of all fundamentals 

( as to' us) withm the Chriſtian 
religion ; without which firſt known 
and certaine,tt is in vain for any man 
to talk of religion, or to preſume to 
Judge of what is true or falſe, ptous 
or ſuperſtitious , neceſſary ornot ne- 
ceſſary, in any matter pertaining to 
it : and which when it 1s known aud 
certaine , no more remaines for any 
man to doe ( that deſires to know 
what he is to believe, doe, or avoid to 
obtetning eternall ſalvation ), but on- 
ly to find it out, ana hear, believe, and 
attice, what it teaches, comands, or 


forbids, as Goſpell, 
62. The 


- 
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$.2. The Queſtion to he handled, 

propoſed. 

«| Hitherto you and we agree in our 
| principles, as rational men, and 
Chriſtians 

\,, But then the Queſtion is, What 
is chat means? DET 
' And it- hes betwixt two, 'The 
Church, and H. Scripturc. For, 
either he left them in quality of a So- 
Ciety, ar ammanley ( ſuch as our 
Lawyers call, a body corporate.) 
to have. a permanency by ſucceſſion ; 
and then the, Church will be zt; or *© 
they were to leave ſome writing, to 
teachin their, ſtead, or office, at their 
death; and then the. Scripture 
will bett : on he left. them 18 qualit 
of a Society, as to ſome part of the 
office , and they were to leave the 
Scrapture mn the other part; and then 
both will bett.. , 1 

- \ By{the Church]zches throughout 
#018 + 
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What is meant this treatiſe , I meane 
by the(Chur). 20thing els, but[a com- 
pany, or ſome company of men]. 
For, this ts deſcription ſufficient for 
the intent of this Treatiſe, which ts 
onely to diſtinguich her from the 
Scripture, end the perſons of the 
Apoſtles. Nor do I mean by her, the 
whole ſoctety ſo called ; nor any part 
of her, as to any effe# of juſtifying 
grace or ſalvation ; but ( properly, 
and ' immediately ) that part by 
which che teacheth ; as I ſpeak, by 
my mouth ; and a Univerſity 
zeaches by her Profeſſors. In which 
enſe,our B. Saviour uſed the name, 
when he ſaid C Tell the Church] 
(Mat. 18. 17.) and $; Paul [ the 
Church'is the pillar of truth ]. 
(1 Tmm.3.15.) 
And ſo, in fine, the queſtion ts, 
[ Whether the Church, or 
the Scripture, or both, be the 
mMeanes 


{ 


 — 
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meanes left by Chriſt (or his 
order), for teaching his Go= 
ſpell]? | 


| $.3- The importance of it. 

And it is (as appeares ſufficient- 
ly, by what is ſaid already ) the 
moſt tranſcendently-fundamental one 
poſſible to be within the Chriſtian 
religion : ſeeing by this meanes, 
2tzs to be taught ; and all queſtions 
in it to be reſolved. And conſe- 
quently, 1s is of moſt tranſcendent 
zmportance, what wee hold init ; as 
you will quickly ſee,, if you but 
reflect on the conſequences of it. 
For, 

I. If H. Scripture bett; 1. All 
reading of other books ; conſulting 
Meniſters , or' Divines; going to 
Church to hear thetr C. aedkibug, or 
Sermons ; conferring, or arguing 
one with another ; or any other atts, 
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or meanes whatſoever , to this ends 
r* Jnſtrut# , or direft our ſelves in 
religion, will be vain and ſuperfluous, 
yea, improper : but every one is to goe 
to the Bible , and it alone, and by 
zt ſelf alone. For (ſuppoſing it left in 
thts office) there will be no denying, 
but it is as plain and intelligible by 
zt ſelf alone, to any ch11d, or other no- 


vice, having the uſe of reaſon, as to* 


the learnedlt Divine tn the world. 
2. No creature uſing it for his guide, 
can offend God by any hereſie , ſuper- 
ftition, or py; unleſſe he be- 
lieve or practice contrary to what tt 
teatheth him, according to bts under- 
ſtanding of it. 2. It will be out of the 
power of the Church, to hinder or re- 
ſtraine any creature from reading, 
and uſing it, at his pleaſure, in any 
language. - 


2. On 
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| 2 On the other ſide, if the Church 
beit; 1. all reading of Scripture, 
by the people , unto this end , will be 
vain and ſuperfluous , yea, impro- 
per; but every onets to ſeek the Go- 
ſpel at her mouth , and hers onely. 
2. It will be in the power of the 
Church to permlt or reſtrain the uſe 
of the Bible unto. the people ; 
more or eſſe, thereafter, as 
chetn her prudence ( all things conſi- 
dered, and not ſome only,) and in her 
charity to thetr ſouls , chall judge it 
moſt expeatent for them to therr ſal- 
vation. 3. No man, though baptrzed 
in Chriſts" faith , though believing 


never ſo humbly and . firmly, and. 


rafting never ſo fervently all 
that he Pls mn Scripture , may hope 
to ſee the face of” God, if he pertina- 
tiouſly refuſe to believe, do, approve, 


or 


at - 4 ABD Aba i ne 


or avoid any one leaſt thing taught. 
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or commanded by the ('hurch, as ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation to be believed 
done, approved, or avoided, ( although 
en Scripture not mentioned ) ; and 
die in that ſtate of ſoule. 

3- If both bezt ; the part,or hare 
of each in the office , is to be ſet 
out, and certainly known by every 
creature, that they may have recourſe 
to each for that which pertaines to 
ts office : to the Scripture, for its; to 
the Church, for its. 


$* 4+ The Proteſtants Tenet 
n it. 


In the anſwer to this Queſtion, you 
and we (as near as ſome imagine the 
two religions to: be one tothe other ) 
differ extreamly. For albeit you 
grant;that Chriſt left a Church to 
continue for ever 1n ſome office of 
teaching religion, and that office Ll 
hers proper, and in ſome reſp 

utn- 
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ſufficient, and neceſſary 2 yet you 
will not allow1it to be, ett ſimply | 
neceſſary, or ſufficient , or any o« | 
ther then a meer miniſtery to the | 
Scriptnre ; or ſa much as that, with | 
divine authority. Conſequently, 

our Tenet ts, 

[ Chriſt left, or appointed, the 
Scripture, for the meanes ta 
> us his Goſpell.] | 

Thus us the prime and maine'prin® | 

tiple of your religion , (in- proper, 
or as tt is diſtinpuirbed againſtours, 
by . the name of Proteſtant, or 'Re- 
* cn" ) * upon. the truth therefore 
| aud certainty whereof , depends in 
2 | fine the whole truth. and certainty 
.) | of your religion (and conſequently, 
u | of your hope of ſalvation, in, hs 
'o | 4) , as. the firmneſſe of any whole 
of | 9uHlding does, upon the firmneſſe of 
of its foundation. 

s 
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$. 5. What, Catholicks acknowledge 
to FI. Scrihture., 


We are as forward as any of yote 
can be, to grove unto H. Scripture, 
what is its. Namely, 

1. That ſore of the Apoſiles wrote 
the New Teſtarhent;” which, and 
the Old, make 'up that boly book 
called [the Scripture, or Bible.] 

© 2. That itts (all, and every word 
of 4 ). given by inſpiration of 
God ,"and therefore the very word 
of God; of truth moſt mfal ble , of 
authority moſt ſupreme ,' as to all 
creatures ( even the Church her ſelfe; 
42a, in quality'and degree of the 
authority , ſupertour to that of" the 
Church;) ; and the only dioinewrit- 
tenrule, now being, or ever to be. 

3. That they left it unto, or with 
the Church , as a ſacred depoſi- 
"8 cum, 
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tum, 7 the nature following. Viz. 

1. A rule, which (heis bound to 
have an eye unto, in all her deftrines, 
and lawes; and not only that theybe 
notrepugnant to tt,in more or leſſe 
either by adding to,or taking from, 
either the woras, ſenſe, or law of it, 
any one leaſt tittle (for, ſuppoſing that 
poſſeble,and her, a Church all of A- 
poſtles or heavenly Angels , he 
were inſtantly, to be derefbed by all, 
as a Synagogue of Satan; and all 
ſuch her doctrines and lawes to be ab- 
horred as will-worship, and tradi- 
tions of men), but that they be con- 
ſonant to2t, as neer as che may judge 
of the ſenſe or intent of the H.Ghoft 
( as we find the Apoſtles had ſuch an 
eye to tt in theirs. Ads 1. 20. & 
15. Ig.) And in acknowledgement 
hereof”, un alt her Generall Councels, 
the placeth it in the mo Au rt 
throne ; at the uppermoſt end of the 


B alone. 


3s - Pa ZrFacy. 
aſſembly ( above Pope, and all), as 
that whi ch 1s to have the chictfecit re- 
gard, and \waying vote , in all her 
debates, and reſolutions. 

2. A meancs, excellent proper, 
yea the incomparably principall ( i” 
the ſort, and order of inanimate m- 
ſtruments, as it ts) unto the ends for 
which it was ordained. Namely, 1.To 
corroborate by its concurring teſtimo- 
ny, the authority, and dottrine of the 
Church; and our faith to it. 2. To 
preſerve, in way of arccord,a world 
of moſt admirable truths, rules , ex- 
amples , admonitions , cxhertations, 
_ motives, hiſtories , genealogies , pro- 
phectes , formes of prayer, &c. per 
terning to faith, and holines. In re- 
fſpett whereof, it is a meanes profi- 
tavle'( ſuperlatively, beyond all that 
can be ſaid of u by tongues of men or 
Angels ) to furnich the man of 
God (or Divine), perfeRly, for do- 
ctrinc, 
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ctrine, (yea, of faith), for reproot 
(of the adverſaries ),for correQion, 
for inſtruion in rightcoulneſle, 
and for every other good work 
\ | (proper,or perteining to hus funtion). 
| (2. Tim.3. 16. ) And therefore not 
only doe our Divines, give diligent 
attendance to the reading ps, 7 
dy of it, and make uſe of it, ( incom- 
parably far above any other meanes ) 
to all theſe ends; yea,and to the inſtru- 
fling, and guiding themſelves,for and 
1] - knowleape of truth, and reſol- 
, wing caſes of conſcience; and our Bt- 
5l0fyt in and for the making lawes, 
, or determining cauſes Ecclehaſticall; 
but the Church her ſelf, in all General 
Councells, makes her firſt, and chief 
repaire to it, for light and direttion; 
nay , all ber debate, and ſearch into 
former Councells , Fathers , Schoot: 
F | men, tradition, prattice, and ſenſe of 
' the Church, is to no other end, ( gene- 
B 2 rall "At 
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rally ſpeaking ), then the better to find 


out, and determine, its true ſenſe, or 
extents. 
3- A meancs, not only as in the 
handof the man of God, but as in 
the hand of every Chriſtian (rightly 
principled, firme in faith, ( 2.Pet.3. 
16.) and readingit in obedience to 
them that are over him in the Lord, 
(Heb. 13.7.) with the humble ſpirit 
of the Eunuch, ( A&s 8.31.) unto the 
end: forwhich it was ordeined (if or- 
deined) as to him; to wit, to confirm, 
advance, and perfett himſelf in faith, 
( Joh. 20. 31. ) ſaving wiſedomie , 
( 2. Tim. 3.15.)hope,(Rom. 1 5.4.) 
charity, ( 1+ Th. 4. 9.) and other 
Chriſtian vertues ), ſingularly proper 
unto thoſe ends : as having from its 
divine author, you force and ver- 
zue, beyond a poſſible enditings of 
humane brain,toinlighten the "= 
"an 
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and convert the heart of the ſim- 


ple. And therefore (ſpeaking of it, 

er ſe, or as in the hands of ſuch a 
one ), bleſſed is he that reades and 
meditates init, day and night, (Pf. 
1.1.) and makes ita lanthorne to 
his feet, and alight unto his paths. 
(P, 119. 10F-J 

4- A meanes ( fmce its writing ) 
neceſſary unto the Church, as b 
which God will guide her into the 
truthithere recorded;without it( when 
zt may be had), not. 

5. A meanes perfettly {ufficient 
unto the ends for which it was ordain- 
ed; which is all the perfe&ion of an 
inſtrunient, | 

6. A record, conteinins all that 
man 4s to believe, doe, or avord, to 
the obteining eternall ſalvation; and 
expreily, a// ths principall. 

In repard of tvhich many and ad- 
mirable properties and uſes of it, tt 
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1s the ſame (in a manner ) to us, as 


the pillar of cloud by day , and fire by 
night was to the liraclites; guiding 
Moſes ?n the way to Canaan, and by 
him, them. . In a word, it deſerves to 
be called, by way of excellency[ the 
Word. Lay, doarine, oraclcs, or 
Goſpell of God, Chriſt, ſalvation, 
&c. the guide of faith; the rule of 
religion, the light of the world, 
&c. ]. 
$. 6. T he Catholicktenett. 
But then we deny it to be, either a 
proper, principall, neceſlary ,, or 
ſuthcient meanes, to teach religion. 
And ſo, to give unto the Church: alſo 
what is hers; our tenets ts, that 
[The Church was left by Chriſt, 
for the meancs of teaching 
his Goſpell. ] 
Concluſion of the ,prafacc:; 
Ou ſee the true ſtate of the qua- 
boy , the tenetts of each Jide, 
and 
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and the importance of what you hold 
| init. That which remaines for this 
Preface, is to admonich you,that your 
& principle is notoriouſly falſe, repup- 
nant to holy writt, and mother of all 
the ſefts in theſe parts of Chriſteu- 
dome ; and therefore to beſeech you 
( dear Chriſtian brother ) as you defire 
to pleaſe God heere,and ſee his bleſſed 
face hereafter, to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures,( with the nobleBercans, )whe- 
ther thoſe things be ſo or no, as your 
Miniſters have taught you out of it, 
zouching the Scriptures being left far 
your rule and guide. 

To help you in it ( if God hall 
| put it in your heart), that you may 
| notbe gull d, as now you are,with the 
meer ſound or ſuperfictes of words,but 
dive tothe depth of the ſenſe of it (for, 
that ts properly to ſearch 2t) zs all 
the buſmneſſe of this enſuing treatiſe. 
IPherein I jhall firſt prove our tenet; 
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then , defend 7t againſt your obje- 
trons; in the thrd place, examine 
what, may be ſaid for yours; and in 
the laſt, refell it. And when you have 
thus the whol? matter laid afore you; 
you will be able to judge righteous 
judgement ; which now you give , 
upon hearing one tale to/d ; or, at 
leaſt, the other, but by halves, and 
for the preateſt part, Fillely 

Be the event of it what it will, it 
cannot but be worth ſo ſmall a paines ; 
ether by confirming you in- follow- 
ng ( for your guide, and rule ) that 
which you doe ; or,by its own mouth, 
chewing you to that which you 
Should. 

And I shall be bold to adde thus 
much for a further encouragement : 
that if you can finde any one text 
for your Tenet, and not a multitude 
moſt plainly and expreſſely againſt 
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if any one a- 
ainſt ours, and not a multitude moſt 
plaint ly and expreſſely for 1t; I will 
adviſe you to heep your own fill, 

and take all your perill upon my head 
hoping, if you doe not, you will think 
it reaſon to forſake it, and embrace 
ours. And Iſuppoſe you cannot ſay, 
but as the Iſraclites aid to Elijah, 

in ſomewhat a like propoſal 
[Thou haſt well ſpoken] 


1 A21:18.24. 
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| Firſt Treatile : 
| SHEWING, 

That Chriſt left the Church 


for the meanes to teach us 


his GOSPELL. 
THE FIRST PART 


Proving it. 
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CHAP. 3. 
Prowne it, from the Law. 


| 
7 Ee fay [ Chrift left the Church 
WW for the meanes to teach us his 
Goſpel]. And are able to prove 
itfrom the Lavvy, the Prophets, £ Go- 
| , the Atts, and the Epiſtles. To 


egin with the Lavy. 
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I. Itis certain , all things happened 
20 the old people in figure of ſomething, 
but more excellent, to correſpond to 
it in the nevy (1 Cor. 10, 11.). So, 
their meanes of ceaching , a figure of 
ours ; and figwres require fulfilling , as 
vvell as Prophecies, ( $. Ioh. 3. 14. & 
19. 36). 

2. Preſumptian of reaſon is , that 
vyhat ſort of meanes the divine vviſl- 
dome ſaw moſt proper, and therefore 
made choice of, and uſed as the meanes 
of teaching Religion , from the begin- 
ing of the vvorld, untill Chriſts time; 
the ſame he vvould afcervvard , un- 
to the vvorlds end { untill he that 
denies it » Sbevv reaſon to the con- 
trary)- 

NovvT am ſure yon vvill grant me, 
that afore the vvriting of the Lavv, 
ſeme company of men , vvas the meanes 
ro that end. And if afere, after it . Be- 
cauſe 

I. You vvill not find that that Lavv 
made any alceration in the office more 


then this: 1. That it determined it as 
the 
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the family of Aaron, ( vvhereas till 
then ic had been one of the rights of 
Primogeniture ) Gen. 15.31 ). 2: and 
added ; 1. Tothe marter to be taught, 
2. To the Teachers , the help of a Ke- 
cord, | 

2. That Lavv expreſly ſettles it in 
Aaron, and his poſterity. [ That ye 
may teach my Statutes, &c. ( Lev.10. 
II.) Thos shalt go to the Priefts to en- 
qnire, and they shall chevy thee ( Deu. 
17.8.) They Shall teach thy Lavv, &c, 
Deu. 3 3- 10. 

3- Hereunto accord the ſayings of 
the Prophets (Ezek. 44. 23: e Mal. 2. 
5+) and the praftice of that Nation, 
noted afteryvard upon divers occaſi- 
ons. [ The Preeſts taught the people, 
(2 Chr. 17.9.) They cauſed the people 
to underſtand the Lavy ( Neh. 8.8. ) 
See more, if youpleaſe, to the ſame 
purpoſe, Eccl. 12.9. Agg. 2.11. 

4. Both Law and praQice » conti- 
nued the ſame, as vvell after the old 
Canon vyas finisghed, as afore. See 
S. Mat. 


38  Proofes from tr.1.p.1.c.1, 


S. e Mat. 2. 4. & 19. 26. $.e Mar. 
Io.17.& 12. 14. S. Ls. 4. 20. Af. 
If. 22. & 22, 3. 

And appeares particularly by our 
B. Saviours ovvn, both prattice (vvhen 
he vvent imo the Temple, to hear the 
Dottors, and atk them queſtions (S.Ln. 
2. 46.) and rule given by him to the 
people [ They /it in Moſes Charre , all 
things therefore, &c. S; e Mat. 23. 2.] 
vvherein I pray note vvell : 

I. Thate Moſes Lavvy had ſetled in 
the Prieſts and others by them autho- 
rized , a (hair for teaching Religi- 
on, untill Chriſt should erect his in 
place of it, 

2. That the anthoriry of that Chair 
vvas divine, and conſequently equall 
( inthe ſubſtance of the authority) un- 
tothat of «Moſes Lavv , it being his 
( hatr , as much as the other his Lavv. 
| 3- That the people therefore vyere 
bound to obey irs reaching, abſolutely 
and univerſally [ all things wohatſ0- 
ever. 


4. And not for its conſonancy vvith 
the 


KI 


tr-1.P.2.C-I, the Propherr, 2” 
the Scripture, but ſufficiently , for - zhe 


meer authority of the (hair { All things 
therefore.] 


CHAP. II. 


Prove it from the Prophets. 


He Lavv hath teſtifhed yvell to 

4A our Tenent. But vve have 4 

more ſure vvord of Prophecy. To in- 
ſtance in a feyvof the plainelt. 

Firſt proof. E/a. 2.2. Micah 4.1, 

E ſay and e Micah thus. [ In the laſt 
daies thall thee Mountain of the Lords 
houſe be eftabliched, in the top of the 
eMonntams, and all Natons thall flouy 
unto it, ſayings (ome ye, and let us go up 
*zo the mountam of the Lord, to the houſe 
of the God of Jacob , and he vvill reach 
ns of his vvayes , Oc. for out of -Zyon 
shall go forth the Lavv , and the wyord 
of the Lord from Teruſalem.]” 

Where 1. by [the laſt daies,] it can- 
not be doubred, but he meant the 
daies of the Goſpel ( Heb. 1.1, 1 Cor. 
10.11.) Ty 
2, Nor 


46 Proofes from tr.1.p.1.c.1, 
2. Nor, but..that by { the Lords 
houſe] he meant [the Chureh}] fo 
called (1 Tim. 3.15.) vvhich he calls 
[ the e Mountaine of Gods houſe , 
and namely, e Mount Zion; ] becauſe 
She vvas to be borx ( or compleatly le- 
vered from her motlier, the Synagogue) 
on that Mount { Pſa. $7.1, 5.) as She 


vvas on the day of Pentecoft, At.2,1. 


yvhen the H. Ghoſt ( as her ultimate 
ſoul) vvas infuſed into her: it being 
certain by conſent of all Writers Chri- 
ſtian, char upon that hsl/.vvas ſcituate 
the houſe in vvhich the . Apoſtles, the 
B. Virgin, and other fir/i-born 
Chriſt ( Heb.12.22.) after his Aſcenſi- 
on aſſembled to holy duties; In re- 
gard yvhereof, as the Synagogue ( Ma- 
ther of the Ievves) by reaſon she began 
( as .to-her laſt and compleat ſtate ) at 
the publishing of the Law on that 
Aount, was called [Mount Sinas: ] So 
She («Mother of us Chriſtians ) vvas 
called (Mount Zin, Gal. 4.26.) And 
this mutt of neceſſity be. granted, to 


the truth of this, and divers other pla. 
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tr.I.p.I.C.1. tht Prophens; 4r 
ces, which all agree inthis , that the 
Church , and publique preaching of 
the Goſpel by her, wasto Cota on that 
Monat ( P/a. 2. 6. & 48. per totum, & 
110. 3. &c.) | 

So, this for certain is one of thoſe 
Prophecies of which our Saviour ſaid 
C Thus it 1s Written, and thus it behoves 
that the Goſpel be preached in all I ari- 
ons, beginnsng at Jeruſalem.) Lu.24.43. 

The ſenſe of the place thus open- 
ed, it yeelds four points, moſt plainly 
and fully ro my purpoſe, viz. : 

I. That the Church was to be the or- 
dinary meanes for teaching mankind 
the Goſpell. [ They hall ſay, Come les 
us go up to the houſe of God: and he 
( in, orby that houſe ) wll reach ws his 
Wayes, &c.] | 

2. T hat hey teaching was to be Gods 
teaching; he, to be the principall teacher 
(though invilible)z she , but his month 
[ He, Shall teach ws]. According to 
whar is elſwhere aſſured to all her chil- 
dren,or ſcholars [hey shall be al ranght 


of God, Efa. 54-13]. 
3: They. 


42 Proofes from tr.1.p.1.C.2. 

- 3- That the word by her taught, is 
heere called, 1. Gods Word, and Law 
( therefore it of divine authority, and 
She a teacher divinely authoriſed). 2. 
In ſimple ſenſe [ the LaW,and the word 
of the Lord}. 

...4-. Thatshe is to continue in all the 
{lame office and authority of teaching 
wherein she began at Mount Zyon,un- 
till che have taught the Goſpel to all na- 
tons : Which will not be till neare the 
worlds end. (Mat.24.14). 

Second. proof. Eſay 59. 20. 
Again, Etay [The Redeemer shal come 
to Zion. eAnd thu is my covenant with 
them (of Zion ) faith the Lord , _— 
Spirit Which is upon thee , and my Words 
Which I have put in thy month , thall not 
depart out of thy month , nor out of the 
mouth of thy feed , nor ont of 'the mont!; 
of thy ſeeds ſeed ( ſaith the Lord) from 
henceforth, and for ever.) Nor poſli- 
ble tobe underſtood of any ( perſon, 
or company ) but the ( hurch.. Conſe- 

nently, aſſuring unto Gods EleR, un- 
a the| Goſpel , that he will teach 
them 
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tr.1.p.I.c-2- the Prophets. 43 
them unto the worlds end, all the ſame 
word of his, by the mouth of the ſame 
Church, with all the ſame divine au- 
thority and aſliſtance, as he did the pri- 
mitive Saints at Moant Z:0»,0n Whit- 
londay, wben he firſt put his Spirit upon 
her, and his words unto her month , As 
"uy 0 
Third Proofe. Exck. 44.23. * 
To the ſame effe&, Ezekiel, [ Sa- 
doc, and his ſons, shall teach my people, 
&c. in comrover ſie they thall ſland in . 
judgement , &'c.]Þ This Sadoec was he 
upon whom the High-Prieſthood was 
transferred. from Eleazars line (1 Kin. 
2.27.) And ſohere the zypical name 
of the Apoſtles, upon whom it was 
transferred from. eLarons line. Con- 
ſequencly,. this place-aflures unto Gods 
people under the Goſpel, a race of 
faithful Paſtors (therefore teaching no 
errors) in the office of teaching Res 
| ligion, unto the worlds end, according 
tothat [./ Wall raiſe me wp 4 faithfull 
Prieſt, and Will build him a ſure houſe, 
and he shall walk, afore my (brift for + 
ver, 1 Sam, 2. 35.] Fourth 


44 Proofet from fr,r.P.1.C,2, 


Fourth Proofe. Mal. 2. 4. 

Moſt plainly , Malachy [ Ye hall 
know ( by the wonderfull performance 
of it) what I have ſent this Commande- 
ment unto you, that my Covenant ( of 
teaching ) might bewith Levi (the A- 
poſtles , and their Snccefſors.) The 
Law of truth Was in his mouth , the 


Prieſts tips shewuld (it is their _ 


preſerve knowledge, and they (hall ſee 
the Law at his month , for heis the An- 
- gel(oras yours, prophanely, te Me/- 
ſenger) of the Lord of Hoaſis." 

' See more, if you pleaſe, tothe ſame 
purpoſe, P/a, 19.1. 'uinto v.' 7. (com- 

ared with Rom, 10.18, and Mar. x. 
14.) and P/alm68.11,16, 19. (com- 
pared with Eph. 4-11.”) E/a. 30. 20, 
and 60/11. and'62:6. Jey. 3.14- and 
33.15. tothe'end, and yo. F. Exek, 
37. 21-411, affuring untothe Church, 
a race of Teachers divinely authori- 
zed, nntoworlds end. 

Nor can you fay theſe places meant 
the Church , as preaching Scripture, 
or her dodrine, as conan to it, 
when 
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tr.1.p.I.c.3: the Prophets, 4 r 
when you cannot shew that any of the 


Prophets foreſaw that any one tittle 
of the Goſpel was ever to be written, 


_ CHAP: IIL. 
Proving it from the Goſpels. 


Ccording to the exigence of 
theſe types and Prophecies , as 
our Saviour himſelf ſaith , (S. Lu. 24. 
44-) he inftituced the office of teach- 
ing the Goſpel, in his Church, as is ma- 
niteſt. 
Firſt Proofe. S. Mat.5.14: 

Firſt, from that attribute given by 
him to his Apeſtles, as Paſtors, and 
Fw ures? to his Paſtors for the 
time being for ever [Te are the light 
of the world. as much as tofay ['vhe 
$#n, or fountain of ſpiricual light anto 
mankind]which therefore if it should 
once loſe irs light (by teaching any er- 
ror in faith) the whole world muſt 
neceſſarily remain in darkneflc ( and 
oh how greatdarkneſſe, Mar. 6. 23.) 
ever after. For, wherewith should che 
Sun be enlightened ? 
| Se- 


etc on 8. rw + 


46 Proofes from tr.1.p.1.c.3. 
Second Proofe. S, «Mat. 7. 24. & 13, 
19.07 24» 14. & 26-13. S. Lu. 8. 
IIl.&@& 11.28, S. Toh. $, 47. & 10, 
16. & 12. 47- | 
Secondly, from thoſe titles ordina- 
rily-given by him to his Word,as preach- 
ed, calling it, in ſimple ſenſe, [the 
Word, his word , his voice , the word of 
God, the Goſpel, the ſeed } of all grace in 
th2 ſoul, whereof faiththe firit : and 
conſtantly naming preaching , as the 
ordinary means on his part , of teach- 
ing it; and hearing, on the peoples 
part, of coming to the knowledge of 
It. 
. Nor can youſay, by theſe titles, he 
meant [the Scripture preached;} or the 
Churches doftrine,as conſonant 10 Scri- 
pture ; When you cannot find , he ever 
intended, or (as man). foreſaw that any 
one tittle of his.Goſpel should ever be 
written. PF | 
Third Proofe, $:Mat. 18.17. 
Thirdly ,. from that rule, of his, to 
all his, for ever { Tell che Church, &c.} 
plainly implying ,. he, meant to leave 
her, 
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her, as the ordinary Supreame Judge, 
in all cauſes pertaining to his Court, 
and a Judge divmely authorszed ; for 
elſe none could be bound abſolutely to 
hear her, under pain of eternal damna- 
tion , which is = implicitely threa- 
tened to ſuch as neglect to hear her ; 
for, noleſſe is due to heathen : and he 
would not have ſuch refraQory per- 
{ons worſe to us , then they are to him- 
ſelfe : nay, he ſaith, [it shall be more r0- 
lerable , in the day of Indgement , for 
Heathen, then for them , S. Mat. 10. 
I 4. ] 

Fourth Proofe. S. Mat. 28. 19. Mar. 

I6.1F. 

Fourthly , moſt plainly and fully, 
from the Charter it ſelf, for the found- 
ing of this office, recorded by two of 
the Evangeliſts. [ Jeſus aid ro them (his 
Apoſtles: ) Goe ye into all the World, 
teach all Nations , preach the Goſpel to 
every creature , baptizang them: teach 
them to obſerve all things Wharſhever 1 
have commanded you. He that beheves 
(you, or your teaching , or the Goſpell 


by 
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x 49 Proof r from tr.1-p.1.c:3. : 
by you taught ), and is baptiſed, chall be © 
ſaved, but he that beleeves not, shall be 
damned. ]. | 

In which words, I am ſure, your ſelf 
will not ſay, but he left them as the firſt, 
and remwporary meanes, of teaching his 
Goſpell, and baptizing. And if for the 
firſt;forthe ordinary (or perperuall), by 
vertue of thoſe incorporating words 
[ you, to worlds end}. 

Conſequently, as the preſent Church, 
baptiſes with all the ſame office and au- 
thority as the Apoſtles did; ſo she tea- 
ches alſo with all the ſame,as they did, 
in vertue of this Commiſſion. For,what- 
ſoever other powersor priviledges they 
had, (of infallibiliry, in more then one z 
the gift of miracles, authority of wri- 
ting Canonicall Scriptnre, &c. in any 
one); was not invertue of chis Com- 
million. | 

Amore plain, and full proof, H. 
Scripture hath not , for any point of ' 
Chriſtian faith : nor am I able to deviſe, 
what other anſwer youcan give toit 
then this[What need any more mop | 
T ut 


But for more aboandant confirmati- 
on, ler's hear more. 


CHAP: IV. 
Proving #t from the eAtts. 


TT belt interpreter of figures , 
and propheſies, is their fulfilling : 
and the bet comment upon Chriſt's 
commiſſion is the prafice and pro- 
ceeding in the execution of it, regi- 
ſtred in the Hiſtory of the Primitive 
Church. In which as there is no doubt 
but the H. Ghoſt recorded the things 
of moſt importance for the know- 
ledge, and dire&ion ; ſo nor but that 
he recorded thoſe he did, for the pat- 
terne. and imitation. of future ages. 
Conſequently , what it ſers forth to 
have been then the means for teach- 
ing the Goſpell ; is to be ſuppoſed to 
have been left by them in that office. 
Now that the Church was that 
means : is manifeſt from aboundance 
of paſſages in it : whereof I shall name 
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go Proifes fro tr.T;p-1.C.4 
1 Proofes Ac.2.3,5. 
The gift conferred from heaven on 
the Apoſtles, on the day of Pente- 
coſt, as neceflary and ſufficieat to en- 
able them to their office of teaching 
the Goſpell, was not pexns (though 
none of them were any great Scrubes, 
and the greater part of them ( for 
ought appeares) not able to Write a 
word) , but rogues. A figne, they 
were to teach religion , not by their 
Wrumg, but their ſpeech, Or Htferance. 
2 Proefe, eAtt:2.14.0c. 

1. The firſt, and all the means (ta- 
ken notice 'of in this Hiſtory) -uted 
by them, #n their 'own perſons, for 
bringing Tnfidells to fajrh, was preach- 
#ng. [ Peter with the eleven, Handimg 
up, &c.]v.14. 

2. Such as were moved by it to em- 
brace the (Chriſtian Law, ſought it at 
their mouch [den and brethren, what 
shall Te doe ?] v. 37. 

3. Peter taught chem their Cate- 
chiſme [ Repent and be baptized, &c.] ' 
v.38, without bringing any Scripture 
proot ; 
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Proofe;as, be did afore, when he taughe 
them as Jnfidels (v.16,25-34-) 

4- The rule afterward of faith, 
worsbip, diſcipline, &c. unto the be- 
lieving people, was the dodrine and 
inſtitutes of their Paſtors { They con- 
tinued ſtedfaſily in the eApoHtles de- 


|  Erme, and felowship, and in breaking of 


bread,and tn prayer] v.41. 

Loe here, the Church ferrled and 
compleated in all her forme of do. 
arine, Worship, Sacraments, &c. a- 
fore any ſyllable of the Goſpell was 
written, or (-for ought appeares ) in- 
tended to be. 

Loe here, in the Mother-Church 
(Mount Zyon. Gal.4.26. the aſſembly 
of the fir#t-borne, Heb. 12. 22.) the 
pattern according to which all Chur- 
ches afterward were to be gathered, 
ſerled,:and governed, to worlds end. * 

3 Proofe. Att.6.6,7. & 8.4. &c. 

All the meanes taken notice of in 
this Hiſtory, be/ides their own perſons , 
rovided, uſed, ſettled, declared, and 
efr by them, for teaching the Goſpell; 

C 2 
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F2 Prodfes from tr.1.þ.1.C, 4. 
was the preaching of others, whom 
they toMgggo their body, to chat end ; 


and ſent th road over the world ; 
mo II: 19; 4.) ; and placed 
ome one or more 


em» in ever 
City and Towne where the Goſpell 
took roate (eL#.9,10.4 13-1. & 14- 
22.) to inftra& and guide the people 
of thoſe Townes, in all uhings per- 
taining/'to religion,” in the» ſame man- 
ner, as a sheapheard doth his flock (Ac; 
20.28.) 
4 Proofe. eAtt.$,4,14,25. & 
13.4. & 20.28. 

Theſe others, were Teachers; 4:- 
vinely authoriſed, as well as the Apo- 
{tles : they being'-/exr to preach, and 
ſet over the flock, to feed it , by the 
ſame H. Ghoſt the Apoſtles were; 
and their reaching, Gods word (in the 
ſabſtance of ir) no leſſe then thar of 
the Apoſtles:only with this difference 
acciden'all; that in the Apoſtles mouth 
it was fo, originally, ſupreamly, abſo- 
Jarely , and infallibly; in the others, 
ſubordinately, fallibly, and no longer 


Or 
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or futther then they taught what the 
received fromthe Church. (e4#. 1 5+ 
24). 

Nor therefore can you ſay, that the 
teaching of theſe other , was called, 
[ the Word of God] , becauſe they 
preached Scripture, or conſonantly to 
it: being here called ſo (eA#. 8. 14.), 
many years afore a word of the new 
Teſtament was written, and they conld 
not ground Evangelicall do@rine 
[ Chriſt is come. Jeſus ir he,w riſen, 
&c,. Jupon the Old Teſtament. 

5 Preofe. eAtF.8.29.& 9.6. & 10. 
6. 16.9. & 18.9, 

When God Almighty would have 
an y tanghtthe Goſpel], he either ſenr 
them to the Church, or the Church to 
them. Nor was there any difference 
m the meanes, whether poſiles or 0- 
ther” Pa#tors ; Saul being ſent in all 
the ſame mannerto eAnanas, as Cor- 
nelins to $.Peter ; and $.Philp tothe 
Enmch, as $.Panl tothe Macedeormans. 

6 Proof. At.,11.14. 
+ The word thns preached by the 
| C 3 — Church, - 


54 Proofes. from tr.T.P.I.C.q. 
Church, (in whicltt it was by accident, 
if any Scripture were cited to belie- 
vers) was ſufficient to ſave the ſoules of 
the people. 

7 Proofe. At.15.2,0e.& 16.4,5. 

I. In caſe the Teachers differed ; 
the peoples remedy was, to have re- 
courle (nor to the Scripture then be- 
ing, zIbeir it conteined rules proper to 
bave decided the queſtion, viz. YVYhe- 
ther circumciſion Was neeefſary to all 
that Were to be Within the covenant of 
grace made With eAbraham ; and one 
party of the Teachers founded their 
do&rine upon the expreſſe words of 
it (viz. that it was a law given to him 
for all generations for ever (Gen.17. 13. 
Pſal.105.9.) 3 and the other party,were 
no leſſe then Apoſtles, in extr4aording- 
ry; but) tozhe Charch (or eminent bo- 
*. of the Paſtors in ordinary,) then by 
accident, refiding at Jeruſalem, 

2, Theſe coming together to conſider 
of, and decide :t, Ganded the deciſi- 
on , not upon ſcripture {though in a 
very fundamentall poiar of faith) but 
meer- 
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55 
meerly upon their own illumination, 
and guidance by the H. Ghoſt [ 7: 
ſeemed good to the H. Ghoſt and to us } 


v.28, So, their decree, bis decree; _ 


theirs, as his month ; his, as the pronee- 


pall Law-giver ; and conſequently, to 


reſiſt it, no lefſe fn then to reſiſt the 
H. Gholt. 

Nor can you ſay they incicled it to 
him, becauſe part of the aſſembly were 
Apoſtles. For as it were purpolely to 
preclude you from this evaſion, the H. 
Ghoſt took care to nore ; 1. That the 
Apoſtles fate and voted there, in qua- 
lity of Presbyrers,as it was a name com- 
mon then to Prieſts and Bishops, on- 
ly they rhe chief, therefore named firſt, 
and fingularly. 2. That there was much 
diſputing upon the point (v.7,). Con- 
ſequently, the Apoſtles , proceeded 
not to . the ſentence , as Apoſites, or 
taught by in/piration ; but as Paſtors , 
or by the ordinary authority of the 
Church, as it was to continue in their 
ſucceſſors. 

3. S. Payl, and Barnabas, though 
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Apoſiles, thought it an honour to rthem- 
ſelves, to be officers to the Church in 
publishing and diſperſing her decrees; 
and to their doftrine, that it was by her 
approved. (16.4.) 

4. As they went through the Chur- 
ches, they delivered them the decrees 
of the Councell for to keep (AR.16.4.) 
which was more then we finde they 
did, any book of Scripture. 

5. When the good Chriſtians heard 
whar the Councell had decreed, rhey 
yejoyced ſor the conſulation , of being 
certain now what w2s true doQrine in 
rhat point (15.31.) 

6. And thus were the Churches eſta- 
bliched in the ſaith (16. 5.) 

8 Proofe. Att.20.20,27,32. 

1. The Apoſtles, by word of 
mouth, commitred unto the Church, 
all things needfull , nay but. profitable 
only , for them to know for the full 
diſcharge of their office, unto falvati- 
on of themſelves and their flock. And 


| - fo made her vmhe depoſitary of what 


Chriſt had committed to them. 
2. T hat 


fr.1,Þ.1.c.4- *” the Aft, 57 
2. Fharwhich they thus commit- 
ted by word. of mouth to the Church, 
was in-l1mple ſenſe{the word of grace: 
| = expretſely [ the Whole connſell of 
| 0 ; * . 
J 3- This forme of doQrine thus 
| —_ by tradition, was lefc and ex- 
pretſely recommended by the Apo- 
ttles, unto rhbe Church for her ſaffci. 
ent ruſe, and guide; [ And now bre- 
| rhren I commend You t0' the Word of Gods 
| grace, Which 15 able to eſtublish y0u:RC.] 
V.32. 
4. And this, at their death , or as 
good as their death» when they were 
never like to ſee one anothers faces 
more in this world". . [7 knoW that af- 
| ter my departure, CC. ] 
| 5: So at their deaths they lefr the 
Church to continue for ever, in all tie 
ſame office and authority for ſeeding 
'| and»bngthe flock of Chrift, where- 
.in'theythen were, or had been at any 
time'afore 3 and namely, afore the wri- 
ting of the New Teſtament. [ Take 
heed to: your ſelyes, and tothe flock. over. 
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the which the H. Ghoſt hath made you 
Bishops ( of, as yours , oatanth) , 
overſeers) to feed the Church,&c. 


CHAP. Y. | 
Proving it from the Epiſtles. ; 


O the practice and proceedings 

of the Apoſtles in their Hsſtory; 
accord the rules, inſtructions, exhor- 
tations, and admonitiens in their Epz- 
files; all ſerting forth , and recom- 
mending unto us the Church for our 
guide, andherteaching for our rule , 
in ſuch manner, as if there were no 
ſuch book as Screprare, nor to be. To 
name a few of the principal, for /in- 
ſtance. 

t Proofe. Rom.1.1. Gal.6.6.Epb.1. 

13. Heb, 5. 12. Jude,z, 210.9. 

1. Itis their ordinary language to call 
the churche's doGrine [ the Mord; do- 
ttrine , oratlts,, Goſpells&c. of God , 
Chri#, life, ſalvation, &C, the faith, the 
irath, &c.] in hmple ſenſe. | 

2. And not that preached by the 
py” 
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he Epifer. ry 
Apoſiles only, but by the Paſtors; (a- 
mong whom it was by accident if any 
were an e-fpoſtle). Rom. 10. 8,17. 
Heb. 1 3.7. Jam. 1.21. 

3. Nay, that, which was preached 
by Paſters ; of whom the Apoſtles none, 
for certaine (Col.1.5.& 3.16.) 

Nor can you lay it was ſo called, be- 
canſe irwas the Scripture preached, or 
in regard of its conſonancy to it. For 

1, The O!d Teſtament, could 'give 
neicher the matter, nor rule, for Evan- 
gelicall dofrine : and very little'of the 
New, was written when $. Pam! called 
it ſo, in the firſt Epiſtle by bin written 
(1 Th.2. 13.) and $. Peter, in the firſt 
that was written(1 Pet.1.12,25.0' 2.2.) 

2. Many Evangelicall do@rines then . 
revealed, were not Written then : to wit, 
thoſe mentioned in $.7ohn's Golpellg, 
and Epiſtles,more then are in the other: 
namely the inftitution of the Sacra- 
ment of Procſily abſolntion ( Toh. 20. 
21.); Chriſt's committing his flock, ro 
S. Peter Tob.21.1y.). 

3. The Epittles themſelves expreſs- 
Ly 
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Church, (in whictt twas by accident, 
if any Scripture were cited to belie- 
vers) was ſufficient to ſave the ſoules of 
the people. 

73 Proofe. Aff.15.2,0e.& 16.4,5+ 

I. In cafe the Teachers differed 3 
the peoples remedy was, to have re- 
courle (nor to the Scripture then be- 
ing, 2lbeir it conteined rules proper to 
bave decided the queſtion, viz. YYVhe- 
ther circumciſion Was neeefſary to all 
that Were to be Within the covenant of 
grace made With eAbraham ; and one 
party of the Teachers founded their 
do&rine upon the expreſſe words of 
it (viz. that it was a law given to him 
for all generations for ever (Gen.17. 13. 
Plal.1o5.9.) ; and the other party,were 
no leſſe then Apoſtles, in extr4ording- 
ry; but) to the Charch (or eminent bo- 
ty of the Paſtors in ordinary,) then by 
accident, reſiding at Jeruſalem. 

2. Theſe coming together to conſider 
of, and decide it, Gated the decili- 
on , not upon ſcripture (though in a 
very fundamentall poiar of faith?) but 
meer- 
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meerly upon their own 1i]]Jumination, 
and guidance by the H. Ghoſt [ 7: 
ſeemed pood to the H. Ghoſt and to ns } 
V.25S. $o, their decree, his decree ; 
theirs, as his month ; his, as the pronce- 
all Law-giver ; and conſequently, to 
reliſt ic, no lefle (in then to reſiſt the 
H. Ghoſt. 

Nor can you ſay they inticled it to 
him, becauſe part of the aſſembly were 
Apoſtles. For as it were purpolely to 
preclude you from this evaſion, the H. 
Ghoſt took care to norte ; 1. That the 
Apoſtles fate and voted there, in qua- 
lity of Presbyrers,as it was a name com- 
mon then to Prieſts and Bishops, on- 
ly they the «hief, therefore named firſt, 
and fingularly. 2. That there was much 
diſputing upon the point (v.7,). Con- 
ſequently, the Apoſtles , proceeded 
not to | the ſentence, as Apoſtles, or 
eaught by inſpiration ; but as Paſtors , 
or by the ordinary authority of the 
Church, as it was to continue in their 
ſucceſſors. 

3. S. Paul, and Barnabas, though 
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Apoſtles, thought it an honour to rhems- 
ſelves, to be officers to the Church in 
publishing and diſperſing her decrees; 
and to their doftrine, that it was by her 
approved. (16.4.) 

4. As they went through the Chur- 
ches, they delivered them the decrees 
of the Councell for to keep (AQ.16.4.) 
which was more then we finde they 
did, any book of Scripture. 

5. When the good Chriſtians heard 
whar the Councell had decreed, rhey 
yejoyced ſor the conſulation , of being 
certain now what was true doQrine in 
rhat point (15.31.) 

6. And thus were the Churches eſta- 
bliched in the ſaith (16. 5.) 

8 Proofe. Att.20.20,27,32. 

1. The Apoſtles, by word of 
mouth, committed unto the Church, 
all things needfſull , nay but. profitable 
only , for them to know for the full 
diſcharge of their office, unto falvati- 
on of themſelves and their flock. And 
- fo made her the depofitary of what 
Chriſt had committed to them. 

2. That 
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- 2. Fharwhich they thus commir- 
ted by word of mouth to the Church, 
was in 1mple ſenſe{ the word of grace;: 
nay exprelſlely [ the whole connſell of 
God]. | 
3. This forme of doQrine thus 
—_ by tradition, was lefr and ex- 
pretſely recommended by the Apo- 
ttles, unto rhbe Church for her ſuffici- 
ent rule, and gnide; [ And now bre- 
thren I commend You t0'rhe Word of Gods 
grace, Which 15 able to eſtablish you,&C.J 
V.32. 

4. And this, at their death , or as 
good as their death, when they were 
never like to ſee one anothers faces 
more in this world'. - [1 know that af- 
rer my departure, &Cc.] 

5: So at their deaths they lefr the 
Church to continue for ever, in all tie 
ſame office 'and authority for ſeeding 
and x»bg the flock of Chriſt, where- 
intheythen were, or had been. at any 
time afore ; and namely, afore the wri- 
ting of the New Teſtament. [| Take 
heed to your ſelves, and tothe flock, over 

ou the 


$8  Probfe®ffrom * tr.1.p.1.c.5. 
the which che H. Ghoſt hath made =j 
Bishops ( or, as yours , prophanely , 
overſeers ) Fd fl eed the Church,&c. 


CHAP. V. 
Proving it fromthe Epiſtles. 


6 b- the praftice and proceedings 
of the Apoſtles in their Hiſtory, 
accord the rules, inſtructions, exhor- 
tations, and admonitiens in their Epz- 
files; all ſerting forth , and recom- 
mending unto us the Church for our 
guide, and her teaching for our rule , 
in ſuch manner, as if there were no 
ſuch book as Screprare, nor to be. To 
name a few of & principal, for /in- 
ſtance. 

t Proofe. Rom.1.1. Gal.6,6.Epb,1. 

13. Heb. 5. 12. Judeg, 210.9. 

1. Itis their ordinary laoguage to call 
the Churche's doctrine [ the Word; do- 
tlrine , oracles,, Goſpells&c. of God , 
Chrift, life, ſalvation, &C, the faith, the 
irath, &c.] in hmple ſenſe. | 

2. And not that preached by the 
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' and Fpiſtles,more then are in the other: 


er. 1..Þ.1.C9. tes. Fo 
Apoſtles only, but by the Paſtors; (a- 
mong whom it was by accidentif any 
were an e-fpoſtle ). Rom. 10. 8, t7. 
Heb. 1 4.7.Jam. 1.21. 

3. Nay, that, which was preached 
by Paſtors ; of whom the Apoſtles none, 
for certaine (Col.1.5.& 3.16.) 

Nor can you lay it was ſo called, be- 
canſe irwas the Scripture preached, or 
in regard of its con/onancy to it. For 

1, The 0/4 Teſtament, could 'give 
neicher the matter, nor rule, for Evan- 
gelicall dofrine : and very little'of the 
New, was written when $. Paxl called 
it ſo, in the firſt Epiſtle by him written 
(1 Th.2. 13.) and $. Perer, in the firſt 
that was written(1 Per.1.12,25.0 2.2.) 

2. Many Evangelicall doQrines then . 
revealed, were not Wrzrten then : to wit, 
thoſe mentioned in $. ohn's Goſpellg, 
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namely the inſtitution of the Sacra- 
ment of Preecſtly ab/olution ( Toh. 20. 
21.); Chriſt's committing his flock, ro 
S, Peter Toh. 21.1y.). 

3. The Epittles themſelves expreſs- 
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.ment) of 
believe ut 3 the rule (or as you call it,: 
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Iy require all Traditions to be held, 
wnWwritten as well as Written; and not 
thoſe onely taught by the Apoſtles, but 
by their Paſtors (T imorby,Silvanus &c. 
among whom it was by accident that 
S. Paul Was one) [ Hold the traditions 
which you have been taught, whether by 
Word, or our Epiſile, 2 Theſſ.2.15-] 
2. Proof, Ro.1.16. 12.6.Eph.6.16. 
17 im.3.9.5 6.20, 2Tim.1.13.G 
2.2,T:t;1.9. Jam 1.21.Inde 23. 
The Churches teaching,or doctrine 
by her taught, is called alſo, in ſimple 
ſenſe, [ -y/ urn (5.e. powerful inſtru- 
od unto ſalvation of all that 


proportmm ) of fauh ; the ſword of the 
Sor ; the myſterie of faith ; the good 


thing. depoſirums or treaſure of heavenly 


iruth 3 the form of ſound Words or do- 
arine, commuted by the Apoſtles to the 
Church 3. the faith once delivered to the 
Saints; the faithful Word , able to ſave 


the ſouls of all that follow it.} 


3. Proof, Kom.1 0.14,17. 
The Apoltle expreſlely averrs, he 
knows 


tr, 1 -P-1 CF. | 
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knowsno means men maycome 
to faith, but the word preached; and 
thereupon concludes abſolutely [ Fauh 
comes by hearing and hearing by the word 
of Gad.] As much as to lay [the ords- 
nary means of fauth is hearing the word 
preached. 
4- Proof, Roms. 1 2.6. 1 Tim. 1:3. 
. 3:9,2T11,1.13-@ 3-14.T#.1, 759. 
. Therule of ceaching-to che Paſtors, 
was [the dottrine they had received.} 
And it was the rule even to Prophers 
to[ If anywman prophecy, according to the 
analogie, rule, or (as you render it) pro- 
portion of faith, Rom-1 2.6.7 that is,rhe 
known dudrine of the Church : For, 
that it could not mean the Scripture, 
ſee the reaſons given, /#p. pages 9+: » 
5.Proof, Ro.16.1 —- 6. Heb.I3. 
7,17: Tud. 3.1 10h.2.24.& 42,6. 
.2 {oh.6,9. 
. Therule of belief,and holy practiceto 
the people,was the dottrine Wheremn th 
had been, Catechiſed,, called by S. John 
[the untt ion of the H.Ghoſt, 1 nag 20-] 
and generally,the dottrine or inſtitutes of 
| the 


/ 
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 #he Church. [Hereby know we the ſps- 
rit of truth and the ſpirit of error. He 
that knows God, hears ns; he that is not of 
God, heareth not us (1 Toh.4.6.). 

This do@rine of our Catechiſme, 
35 given unto all Chriſtians ( ſuppoſed 
catechiſed by a lawfull Paſtor, as the 
Galatians were)as a rule of that ſupream 
authority, and infallible certainty, as 
by it we are to try the fpirirs of Pro- 
phers (1 Theſ. 5. 21.) yeaeven of e1- 
poſiles, pr heavenly eAngels (Gal.1.8.), 
if poſſible for them to teach repugnant 
to it. 

And if a rule whereby to judge of. 
the 'Apoſiles preaching, of their Wri- 
ang alſo: it being as impoſſible for 
them to Wrize, as to preach repugnant- 
lytoit; and their Wrig being of no 
greater anthority then their preaching. 

Conſequently this text (Gal: 1. 8.) 
which your men' nſe-to' urge againſt 
Traditions, gives lo great authority to 
them, as it implicitely warnes us , on 
perill of our ſoul, notto beleive or re- 
ceive any text of H.Scriptureit ſelf; in 
| any 
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any ſenſe repugnant (if poſlible for it 
to have any,as itisnot) to the dodrine 
of our Catechi/mne ( ſuppoſe it given by 
a lawfull Paſtor). 

Nor can you ſay,that this ſubſiſts not 
with what we teach, that any particular 
Paſtor, yea Pope and all as fach, may 
teackyfalſe dofrine; for we will not 
ſay, that any /aWfull Paſtor can doe it 
( which who is, we $hall ſee in next 
Treatiſe ). 

6 Proofe. 1 (or.4-1-2 (or.5.20. 

Phil.2.25. Tut. 1.7. 

The Paſtors in common ( among 
whom it was by accident if any one 
were jan Apoſtle) are ſtyled in 6wple 
ſenſe [the minsſters of Chriſt, bss ems- 
bafſadors , the ſtewards ( depoſitaries, 
and diſpenſers)-of the myſteries of God] 
whereof thoſe of faith, the firſt. 

: 7. Proofe,. Gal.2-1, 
©: So ſupreame at that time was, ( and 
conſequently, tro worlds end was to be; 
for els wherefore read we the Scri- 
ptures now?) the. authority of the 
Church ; as God Almighty . ſeeing 


how 


ST 


to xs, and inuch more to-the ſenſe of 
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| how S, Payls reaching was with leſs 


fruit,becanſe oppoſed by other Teach- 
ers (who called themſelves Apoſtles of 
( hriſt,, 2 Cor.11.13.) yea-pretended to 
reach the doctrine of the: Church, A. 


, Ig.1.): willed him by revelation to go 


y accident )at Jerxſalem,to contge his 
otrine with them, and procure their 
approbation to it. W 1157 
Nay , S. /ohn himſelf ( though an 
Apoltle 77 orginary)for the greater cre- 
dit and fruit. of his Goſpel, as tothe 
people, in regard of the great. oppoſiti- 
on was like toy-be made againtt it by the 
hereticks that denied. Chriſts Divinirie, 
and were verie/malapert againſthim for 
alſerting it (3 /0h:9.) was moved by the 
Ghoft, co procure and inſert in the 
cloſe of it, thereltimonie of ſome Pa- 


vp tothe chief Paſtors, refiding then 
b 
d 


- ſtors [We know that brrteſtimony ts true, 


Toh. 21. 24:J' A fingvlar inſtance, to 
Shew in what trigh- efteem and auchort+ 
ty the teſtimonie of the Church (even 
tothe rrath of H. Scripture it ſelf, as 


it) 


= = a Hs 


wee —y = A » «<= = -£-A n+ to x 


ſi 


r.1-p.I.C.y. the Epiſiles. 6&o 
it) then was, and was left by the 
Apoſtles at their death, for ever 
to be, amongſt all good Chriſti. 
ans. 

8. Proof, Eph. 4. 1t. 

The Apoſtle delivers our tenet, in 
almoſt expreſs word ; plainly and ful- 
ly, in ſenſe [/Vhen Chriſt. aſtended, he 
gave ſome, Apoſiles, &t. for the perfett. 
ing of the Saints, &c. (thar is, as the 
ordinary means to that end) ntl we 
all come in unity of faurh ( which will 
not be till the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt) &c. rhart we henceforth be no 
more as children voſſed to and fro, 
&c.] which end is not polsibly at 
tainable, if thoſe Pafors may be ſup- 
poſed liable to teach an errout in 
faith. 

9. Proof, 1 Tim.3.1y. 

The Church is called in (imple 
ſenſe : 

1. The Houſe of God (meaning with- 
out doubt, that School howſe for teach- 
ing Religion, of which Eſay foretold, 
Eſay "A, 

2. The 
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2. The pillar of truth, not of the. 
Written truth only ; but of the truth » 
abſolutely; that is, of all truth ( re- 
vealed). Andnot a pillar upon which 
Scripture is promulged or notifed on- 
ly co the people, as Princes edicts np- 
on ſome poſt : but ſuch a pillar as is 
alſo the andaion to the ul 4 frame 
of. tith. Therefote he faith in the 
next word, 

3. [The ground of the truth], Which 
in ſimple ſenſe ab/olntely, is the incom- 
municable attribute of God Almighty 
(ve fritiruth): in ſenſe wherein it mey 

e given to any created meanes ( that 
IS, aS tO #5,0r our attaining to the know- 
ledge or certainty of ms. & is here gi- 
ven to the Church. And ſo it compri- 
ſes our Tenet, in the fulleſt, higheſt, 
ſenſe paſlible ; and particularly, the 
onfalltlulity of the Church , in her 
reaching. For 

1. If she the ground of all truth;then 
of this[there Was a Teſus of Nazareth] 
of this [| there #5 a Scripture; ] of 
this [ there is a H. Ghoſt; ] nay , 

of 


tr, 1,p.1.Cc.g. the Epifiles. G65 
of this [ there us @a God. ] 

2. If theſe and other revealed 
points be infallible truths; she, che 
"ground of them, muſt be infallible. 
So as if 'poſlible for her ever once to 
totter in_the trath of her ——_— 
fouiching any one þoint (by. either at- 
firming ſomethiog to be Goſpell, which 
is not ; or denying ſomething to be» 
which is ):the whole frame of thetruth 
and certainty of Chrittian Religion 
(as to ws) muſt neceflarily totter with itz 
as any building muſt, I foundati- 
on does : andaswe could not believe 
the Scripture in any thing, if we found 
it falſe in any one thing. 

Nor can you evade this 'place, by 
ſaying, he gives this attribute here to 
a particular Church (namely that of 
Epheſus ,in which Timothy was to be- 
have himſelf) ; which we will not (ay 
Warinfdllify:* Por, thac Church, be- 
ing then a part of the (Atholich,; though 
it were not infallible, yer he being (im- 
mediately) Paſtor of xr, was (mediate- 
ly) a Paſtor of the (atholick., whoſe 
at- 
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attribute thatwas. As he that came in- 
to any gatelane,or houſe of Teruſalem, 
eame jnto the Holy City, (Mat. 17.53.) 
though thar gare, lane, or houſe, were 
notſo. ; 


@'@ | 
10. Proof, 2 Tim. Eye 


** The means, preſctibed and named b) 
the Apoſtle; Et preſerving'to worlds 
end the: knowledge or dodrine of the 
Goſpel, was, Tradition of the Paſtors 
from hand rohand : [The things ther 
haſt heayd of me, commit thou to faith- - 
fal men, who shall be able to teach others 
alſo. } 

A means,ſubje& indeed to corrupti- 
on,in tract of time,if the depoſtraries be 
conſidered as men; but nor, if as men 
aſgiſted to the pnre and nncorrupt 
keeping of it, by the H.Ghoſt, to rhar 


end ſent downfrom heaven uponthem,,. 
( A@. ng. jo hen ent 
graces, as even the eAngels deſire, 
and ate delighted, to behold. 
| 11: Proof, Apoc,2.1, 


The Paſtor of a particular Chutch, 


Is 


er.T.P-1.C.F. the Epiſtles. {1 6. 


1s called [the Angel of ir.] Confe- 
quently, by the rule of proportion, 
the whole compariy of them, is [the 
Angel of the Charch univerſal :} that 
is, the ordinary means uhder God, 
to illuminate and- guide them, and 
interpret Gods will to them in ſpiri- 
tual chings. 
12. Proof, Apoc. 21. 23. 

Finally , the Ser of the New 
Teruſalem ( which in the firſt ſenſe, 
means without doubt the Catholick 
Milirant Church of Chriſt , ia oppo=» 
ſition to the Synagogae, the old earth- 
ly Teruſalem') is called [the light, in 
which shall walk the na!tons of them that 
are ſaved ( Atts 2. 47. & 13. 48.) 
whoſe" light is not the Swn or Moon 
(any created, corruptible means) but 
God himſelf and the Lamb (Mart. 28. 
20.) ſo as, there shall never be an 
'-night: (of error ) in-that City » becauſe 
its Sun shell never ſet, &c. Ela. 60.20,] 
You ſee how expreſly, how abundantly 
H. Scripture ( from firſt to laſt ) ſets 
forth our principle, It had been eafie 
ro 


70 Proofs from the Epiſt. tr. 1.p.1.c.y, 
to have quoted tentimes more texts 
to the ſame purpoſe : but to whom 
this is not enough , nothing would; 

Now let's ſee what you have 
to objet againſt 
it, 
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SECOND PART: 
| Detcnding the Catholick 


Tenet. 


CHAP. I. 


Solving Objections againſt 
the Churche's authorut y« 


He ze reaſon wherefore your 

e Miniſters deny unto H.Church 

this office of teaching Religion, 

is becauſe they are conſcious, both-of 

their having no title-to zhe charch ; and 

of being ſure tobe condemned, if they 

Should ſubmit to any judge but.a z2nte 

one. And yetundercolour of inter- 

pteting Scripture by it ſelf, they finde 

a way to exerciſe all the ſame office 

themſelves » as they denyro her, .and 
with much greater arrogance, 

The 
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The pretended reaſon is , becauſe 
(forſooth) she is liableto errorin her 
reaching, except when $he reaches 
Scripture, and therefore islimitted to 
it, as to a bar-rule, beſide or beyond 
which she may notteach or command 
any thing as Goſpel: and the people 
lawfully may, nay, and at their peril 
are ro examine by it their Paſtors 
teaching 3 and if not there, rejeR 
it 


Any of which allegations, if true, 
would indeed quite oyerthrow our 
tenet, But they are egregious falſe 
ones, as will appear by ouranſwers to 
the beſt proofs for them. 

r, Obje(h.,Deut. 4.2.& 5.32. | 
[T hou thalt not adde to this Word &c) 

As much as to ſay [nor teach, do, or be- 
lieve any thing in Religion, but What is 
Written. ] 

Solution, | 
No fach thing : For, 1. Heſpake 
notof the Written Law ; but rhe words 
commanded by him. 2. Granthe meant 
the Wren "oor heneicher ſaith, nor 


meanc 
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non as you glofy him. Becauſe , 
tnaen 

1. None could have believed, or 
tanghtſthe creation of the Angels; fall, 
ba punishment of the Devils; the 
ſpiritual taint of humane nature by 
Adams fin ;_ the immortality of the 
ſoul; reſurreQion of the body ; eter- 
nal punishments of the wicked , re- 
wards of the juſt. 

2. Then , Joſuah had tranſgreſſed 
this Precept, when he added to the 
Laws, his Book; (lol. 24. 26.) Ezra, 
or whoever elſe it was, that added r9 #t, 
the Book of 7b, and the reſt of the 
Old Teſtament : much more they, that 
to things expreſſely ordained by it, ad- 
ded other; namely, David , Pſalms 
and MMn/ick; Solomon, a Temple ; He- 
zekiah, 14 days tothe Paſlover(2Cbr. 
30. 22-) he , that firſt appointed the 
Law to be read to the people every 
- Sabboth day; and permitted them to 
have/it in their own hands to read, 
&C. 
3- Then, when ond High Prieſt had- 


*..1 4 , 
wat ©. 
TY k 


-; 24 ObjeFtions 


fr. I.p-2.C-I. 


given ſentence in-any cauſe, no man 
might have believed,or done, but what 
was in that ſentence; for of it, it is ſaid 
[TT hos shalt not decline from it, &c.Deut. 
17.11-] 4. Then /ouah declined from 
the ways of David, when he read the 
Law in the Temple; (2 Chro. 34.30.) 
which David never did. 

T hoſe phraſesthen[zhow 5halt not add, 
&c. ] meant no more but this that fol- 
lows preſently, as it were to explicate 
them[zhow shalt obſerve to do all, KC.) 

2.0bjett. Ela 8.20. 

[Tothe Law, and to the teſtumony. If 
they ſpeak. not according to this Word, 
&c.] Plainly, authorizing and dire- 
Qing people, to examine heir Paſtors 
doErine, by the Scripture, and if not 
there, reject ir, 

Solution. 

As wide as the former. For 

1. He names not the Scripture, nor 
meant it, eceſarily (much leſs ſolely.) 
2. Grant, he meanrit; yet 1. notas in 
the people's hand; but as read, and in- 
eerprered, to them by their Paſtors 
( Exod, 
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| (Exod. 24. 12. 2 Chr.17.9.Neh- 8.5.) 
2.Nor therefore by [hey,Jdid he mean 
their Paſtors; but Sorcerers, Idolaters, 
or ſuch like impiovs wretches, ſpoken 
of in the words next afore. 3. Nor, by 
[not according to it, did he mean>beſide, 
or beyond ut; but evidently repwug- 
nant to it; as that counſel [Seek wnto 
Wizards) was, of which he there par- 
ticularly ſpoke. 
3. ObjefF, Eze, 44.24- 

[T hey hall judge it, _— to my 
gudgement;] meaning, accoraing to 
e Moſes Law. 

Solution. 

1. Perhaps not, 2. Grant, he meant 
it, he meant it as gude-rule onely, not 
a bar-rule : conv to it, not accord- 
ing to it aloxe. 

4. Objett, $. Mat.1 5.9. 

[T eaching for doftrines the command- 
ments of men;] that is » unwritten tra- 
ditions. 

Solution, 

No ſuch matter ; but commandments 

repugnant to God's Law (whether writ- 
2 rel 
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ten, or unwriten.] Such as that, in 
which he there inſtanced[ God ſaid, &c. 
But you ſay,&C. v-4,5.] 

5.Objeft. $. Mat.15.14. & 166,12. 

[Take heed of the doftrine of the Pha- 
riſees (which yet ſate then in e Moſes 
Chair :) they are blinde guides; and if 
the blinde lead the blinde, &c.] Plainly 
Intimating, that people, at their own 
peril, are to uſe their eyes, in judging 
of the truth of what is taught them, be 
the Teacher never ſo lawtully aucho- 
rized : ſeeing they may be blinde 
guides. 

Solution. 

The Scribes and Phariſees (ſpeak- 
ing generally, & per ſe) fate in e Moſes 
Chair, that is, taught What they had au- 
thority for from the Synagogue. Andin 
conſideration thereof,our Saviours rule 
was[ All things therefore whatſover, &c. 
Mat. 2.3.2.) Sometimes they {ate in 
their own Chair ; that is, taught their 
private opinions, or traditions of their 
Se&. Whence, ſometimesthe people 
might haye reaſon to doubt of their 
teaching : 
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teaching : which when they had ; they 
were, at their own peril, to examine, 
and judge of it 5 bur not by the Scrip- 
tare, but the dottrineof Moſes Char; 
or if by the Scripture, not but as amcer- 
preted by that chair. 
6. Objett. Aﬀs17.11, 

The Bereans are commended for 
"ſearching in Scripture, eyen Pauls do- 
arine. Much more, may people their 
Paſtors. 

Solution. 

Neither one, nor t'other. For 

1. Perhaps not commended for 
ſearching; bur onely for [receiving the 
Word Wath all goeoengs ;] that is, L/t- 
mg toit very greedily , whereas the 
Theſſalonians = theirſ wy Nay, 
perhaps not for that neither 3 but onely 
noted for a' more noble people, without 
particularizing, Wherein. For, thoſe 
words[n thar]implying a reaſon given, 
are onely of your Tranſlators wn 
and confeſſed for ſuch , by a ſmaller 
Character, in moſt of your editions : 
the text rightly rendred, being a meer 

D 3 relation 
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relation of what paſſed conſequenter , 
[Theſe Were more noble ; receiving the 
Word, &Cc. and ſearching. } 

2. Grant, commended for it; it will 
not therefore follow, that ſo may peo- 
o examine their Paſtors doEtrine z 

ecauſe, 1. They were thenno (hri- 
ſttans (as I think ) and fo conſequent- 
ly, he, none of their Paſtor. And 
my reaſon is, 1. Becauſe theyſearch- 
ed [Whether Chriſt ought to have ſuf- 
fered, &c.] in order to judging, Whe- 
ther Teſus were the Chriſt, (v.z.) which 
no Chriſtian could doube of. 2. Be- 
cauſe upon, and after the ſearch, it is 
ſaid [therefore many of them believed. ] 
So, ſome, not then : till then , none. 
And confequently,that might be com- 
mendable in them, which would have 
been a mortal fin in them, if Chriſtians. 
2. Becauſe (granting they were Chr:- 
ſtians.) 1. They did not ſearch for 
any dodrine of his, delivering Chri- 
{tian faith (viz. Chriſt is come, Teſs is 
the Chriſt, is riſen, &c.) which was not 
poſsible to be found in the Scripture 


they 


> 
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they ſearched ; but onely for a proof he 
brought toward it [viz. Chriſt ought ro 
have ſuffered, &'c-riſen again;] which he 
affirmed to be in Scripture, and de- 
fired his hearers not to believe ic, or 
him, unleſs it were (v.3. & 26. 22.) 
2, Nordid they ſearch with doubt, or 
intent to judge of the truth of his do- 
Qrinez bur onely to ſatisfie their curs- 
ofity, or to confirm and ecmfort their yet 
render faith, by reading in their own 
Bible, with their own eyes, what they 
little dreamt to be in it x var been al- ' 
ways taught out of it to the contrary ; 
and having read perhaps the places 
quoted, a her; times over,and ne- 
ver obſerved any ſuch thing in them, 
7. Objef. 1 Theſl.5.27. 

[Prove all things.) If all; the do- 

Arine of our Paſtors. 
Solution. 

I might aſwel infer[all things are law- 
ful for me,1Cor.10-23.]If all; lying,and 
theft.weare therfore to underſtand him 
as in that, ſo in this, of all chings of the 
ſort there ſpoken of, viz. Prophecyings 
(the wordnextafore.) D4 0, __* 
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$. Objett; x Cor. 10.1F. 

[Judge ye What I ſay]. Leaving his 
dodtrine to be judged of by the people. 

Solurzon. 

By a judgement of pure approbars- 
op, For elſe you muſt ſay (which I 
think you will not preſume) that peo- 
ple are judges even of Scripture it ſelf ; 
for ſo was that,which he then bad them 
judge. 

ObjeF. 1 Cor.4.6. 

[NN 01 to think, of men above What 8s 

Wr utten. |] ; 
Solution. 

That is, whereas he had named no 
man; but under the borrowed names of 
himſelf and Apolles ; they should not 
think (or gueſ3) who he meant, by him, 
or him. | 

10, Objef, 1 Pet.4-1 1. 

[If any man ſpeak ;, as the oracles of 
God. ] 
| Solution. 

T hat is, if any man have the gift of 
utterance, or eloquent ſpeech, let him 
uſe jt, as Gods words, neg or gift, 
that he may be glorified. Objett. 
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11. Objeft, Apoc. 22.18. . 
[If any man shall adde unto the Words 
&c.] 


| Solutton. 

Either by corrupting them, or hold- 
ing any thing contrary to them; for 
example , that e-Lntichrift hall be a 
Chriſtian: or rergn 1000, years; or bo- 


nor Gods Tabernacle, or them that awell 


| _ in heaven (Apoc. 13.6.) &c. 


CHAP. II. 


Solving Objetttons againſt her Tnfal- 
libility. 


1, Objeft, Exod. 32.4. 


C9 ſaid, Theſe are thy Gods, O 
Iſrael.) Idolatry tanght by the 
Prieſts, High Prieſt and all. 

Solution. 

No ſuch matter. For 1. Perhaps 
that was not the Prieſts ſaying, but the 
Peoples. 2.1f the Prieſts ; not Aaroys 
3.[f his alſo ; enticing to Idolatry,migh 
be without zeaching it- 4. If he raught 

it 


% 
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it; hewas not then the Supreme Pas 
ſtor, but e Moſes. 
2. Objett. Ter. 50.6, 
[Their shepherds have cauſed them to 
go aſtray.) 
Solution. 

Buc he doth not ſay, [by their teach- 
mg.) 

3. Objett. Mal. 2.8. 

[You have cauſed many to ſiumble at 
the Law.) 

Solutron. 

But he ſaich not [by your reaching.) 

4. Objeftt. Mat. 7.15. & 24.5524. 

[T ake heed of falſe Prophets, Many 
Shall ariſe, and decerve many, &c.] 

Solutron. 

But he never ſaid ['T ake heed of your 

Paſtors ; they shall ſeduce you.) 
5. Objett, Mar. 13.2F. 

The Church is compared to afield, 
fown at firſt with good ſeed, afterward 
over run with zares of errors. 

Solution. 

1. Perhaps not the (burch ; but par- 
ticular Churches, or ſouls, 2. —_ 
[6 
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the Church:thoſe tares meant not errors 
in dottrin,but in hfe,or prattice.z.Grant 
erronous doftrines ; yet 1.Not ſown by 
her,or any of hers,but the enemy. 2.Nor 
ſpringing up.within her do&rine;but on- 
ly within the ſame fie/d (or countrey) 
where it was ſown, or is growing. 

6. Objett. Mar.14.64.[oh.g.22. 

The very Chair of Moſes taught falſe 
dodrine ; Viz. [that leſus Was not the 
Chri#t.7] 

Solution, 

But Moſes Chair was not then in of- 
fice, further then it was authorized by 
him:who albeit he did authorize it as for- 
merly, in all :hings,until his own should 
be erected; yet it 19 manifeft he excepted 
himſelf, Who put all things under it, 

7. Objett, Luke 18.8. 

Vihen the Son of man comes hall he 
finde fauth in the earth ? 

Solution. 

Little perfett faith, in the World ; 
but he*$hall, rrwe and perfett faith, 
believed and profeſſed by all. (lively) 
membersof his church(& conſequently 
| taught 


* P94 ans a Go - 
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taught by her Paſtors;) that company 
of his Ele# ſpoken of, P/al.$9.4.ar. 
16.18. & 24.24. 

$, Objett. Ads 20.30, 

Even [Paſtors Were to ariſe, ſpeaking 
perverſe things, and drawing away 
diſciples after them." 

Solutton. 

True : particular perſons (e.g. Lu- 
ther, Cranmer, Calvin, &c.) There- 
fore he ſaid not [ your ſelves,)] but [of, 
or among your ſelves.) Nor did he give 


— —— ———— 
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any item, touching falſe Pa#ors to ' 


come'; but unto Paſtors onely. 
9. Objett. Rom.11.21. 


Even the (hurch of Rome herſelf is | 
warned of her 'being in danger of fal- ' 


ling from grace,and not onely by Wick- 
edneſ3 of lite, but by /nfidelity , as the 
Synagogue had done. 

Solutton. 

Not the Church of Rome (for, that 
includes tlie Paftor of it, which then 
was S. Peter) but the generalshy of par- 
tucular perſons, among the Gentiles. 


Objett , 
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tr. 1-P-2.C.2. Ffolved. 8; 
10. Objeft. Gal.'2. 11, 
Even Peter himſelf erred. 
+ Solui1on. 
But not in reaching falſe doftrane. 
11, Objef. 2 Theſl.2.3. 

Afore Antichriſt's coming , there 

was to be a notable falling away. 
Solution. 

But he doth not fay [from faith; J 

much leſs, [of the Church.] 
12, Objett. 2 Pet.2.1. 

[There hall be falſe Teachers among 
you, &C.] 

Solution. 

But he doth not ſay,[the Charch shal 
become a falſe Teacher :} or ſpeak, or 
mean , of Teachers, coming in quality 
of her Paſtors, but of Prophers. 

13. Objett. 1 Toh. 4. 1. 

[Try the ſpirits Whether they are of 
God,&C.] 

Solution. 

But he doth not ſay, [Try every ſpi- 
rat; believe none ;}] nor doth he mean, 
the ſpirits of Teachers authorized by 
the Church ; much leſs, her ſpirit ; bur 


the 
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the ſpirits of ſuch as come in quality of 
Prophets, Now that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles,should fo often and fo plain- 
ly warn people of falſe Teachers, to 
come, in after ages; and aiways ſpeak 
of them, under the name of Pos s 
and never once give any leaſt intimati- 
on of danger poſsible by believing the 
Church, or their Paſtors , if any ſuch 
danger were to be; but on the contrary, 
adviſe and encourage them, (abſolutely) 
to believe and obey them; is againſt 4 
very light of reaſon. 
Concluſion of the ſecond Part. 

You ſee, how nothing is to be ſaid 
againſt our Principle ; now let us exa- 
mine yours, 


— >» 
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THE 
THIRD PART: 


Examining Proteſtant 
Proofs. 


CHAP. I. 
Examining Proofs for the 


Tenet 


Ou ſay[TheScripture was left 
for the means #1 teaching the 
Goſpel.) See;if you can finde 
where it faith any ſuchching 
of itſelf, in words or ſenſe. 
1. eArgs. Deut. 30.10. 
Moſes Law, is called [yhe LaW] in 
ſimple ſenſe. 
Anſwer, 
Not in ſimple ſenſe ; but onely [the 


Law bybimwriten :] for elſe ir would 


exclude the Frophers (with which itis 
often 
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often joyn'd ( Mar. 5. 17. ) nay, the 
Book of /ob, which was then wrsten ;, 
and a multitude of Divine Precepts 
then not written ; namely, thoſe com. 
manding faith, hope, conitton for | 
fin, &c. forbidding drunkenneſs, for- | 
nication, &c. 

2, Arg. Deut.z1.10. 

[ Thow halt read this law in their 
hearing, that they may learn to fear the 
Lord.) ' 

Anſwer. 

But he doth nor ſay [that it may | 
teach it them:] nor any of thoſe things 
above named that contain or implythe 
:enſe of your'principle; compare it with f 
them one by one, and you will finde it |, 
true as I ſay. | 

3. efron. Mark 1.1. 
S. < Mark's iscalled [the Goſpel of 


Chriſt] in fimple ſenſe. 
e Anſwer. 
Not ; but onely [the Goſpel by him 
written: forels it would exclude the 
other three, 


| 
. 
| 
i 


eArgu, 


tr. 1.P.3.C.I, anſwered. 8g 
4. eArgn. John 5.39. | 

[Search the Scriptares ; for tn them 
ye think, to have eternal life ; and they 
are they which teſtifie of me.) 

Anſwer. 

But he doth not ſay [in them you may 
have eternal life ; or, they Will teach you] 
or any other of the words you are to 
prove, or tothe ſame ſenſe. 

5. Argu.Rom. 3.2, 

[To them Were committed the oracles 

of God.] Meaning, the Scriptures. 
Anſwer. 

Not neceſſarily ; much leſs, ſolely - 
there having been many oracles given 
to them,more then were Wr#:ren;name- 
ly; 1. Divers we meet withal in the 
New Teſtament (2 Tim. 3.8. Heb. 9. 
19. &11.37. Iud. 6,9, 14) 2. All 
thoſe given by the High- Prieſt , v5va 
voce(from Adam's time ,until Chrsſt's,) 
to them that conſulred him; he being 
a conſtant (or ordinary) oracle. (Gen. 
25.22. Iudg. 1,1, 1 Sam.23- 2, lob, 


II. Fl.) 


Arge, 


go Proteſtant arguments, tr.1.p.3.C.1, 
6. Argu. Rom.I5.4. 


[The Scripture Was Written for our in- 


ftration.) 
Anſwer. 

No doubt of it, and itis an excellent 
means thereunto. But this is none of 
the things you are to prove. 

7. Arga. 2 Th-2.1y. 

[VVhich you have been taught by onr 


Epiſtle.) 
Anſwer. 


But he doth not ſay,nor mean[Wh:ch 
tt hath taught you: but onely[which you 
have been taught by us,Whether by word 
or epiſtle.] 

8. Argu. 2 Tim.3.1y. 

[YV/Vhich are able to make thee Wiſe to 
ſalvation, by faith, &c.] 

| An[wer. 

But he doth not {ay[which are able to 
make you wiſe :] meaning , Chriſtians 
in general: nor [which are able to make 
thee wiſe to ſalvation] abſolutely ; but 
Lby farth in Chrsſt.} That is, by bringing 
thee to faith, or confirming, or per- 
teRing thee in it, 

Bet- 
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Better proofs then theſe, I am ſure 
you have not : and the beſtoftheſe(as 
you may ſee a bittle alreadie ; will more, 
anon)is verie short of a proof. And no 
wonder; when the Scripture cannot 
contradi@ it ſelf (in /en/7;) as it would, 
if in one place(as I have named an hun- 
dred)it should ſer forth the Charch for 
our Teacher, Guide, orRyle; and in 
another, /elf. 


CHAP. II. 


Examining the proofs of Seripture's ha- 
ving the four requiſites to the office. 
eAnd firſt, in this Chapter [V Vhether 

' aproper means ?] 


Ti Shew you more manifeltlie , 
the falſeneſs of your Tenet, by 
giving you larger ſcope of proof. 

I named above ; four requires to 
the means we ſpeak of, [proper, prin- 
cipal , neceſſary , ſufficient. Where- 
of therefore if Scripture _ 

ut 
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but any one, it cannot poſlibly be ir. 
See, it you can prove, it hath (I do 
not ſay, all; bur ſo much as) any one of 
them. And firſt, that it is [ proper 
(uſeful, or intended) ro give the 4 
#nftrutthon.] Which as it is the firſt, ſo 
the incomparably principal and molt 
neceſſary act of the office of Teaching, 
1. ergy. Dent. 31.11. 

[Tho thalt read this law afore the 
children that have not known any thing, 
that they may hear and learn to fear 
the Lord.) Therefore proper to give 
novices their firſt inſtruction. 

Anſwer. 

It follows not. 1. Becauſe this place 
ſpeaks not of novices, but of the igno- 
rant ſort of people,young or 01d. 'For, 
thoſe words[ any thing Jare not Meoſes's, 
but an addition of your Tranſlators 
(confeſſed,in ſome editions, by a ſmal- 
ler character, ) to help the ſenſe, when 
they mar it (as they do in divers other 
places, and inſtead of the H, Ghoſt's, 
give their own ſenſe for Scripture , 
which is properly that addsyg tort, as 
IS 


| 
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is forbidden, and accurſed ( Apoc.zt. 
22.) the text being no more then this 
[children, &c. that have not known.) 
that is, are sgnorant of the dreadful 
majeſtie, ſanctity, power, juſtice, and 
other perfe&ions of God Almighty, 
and of the great awe and obedience 
due to him ' cm his crearute, ſet forth 
in that Book. 2. Nor therefore, by 
[learning to fear God,] did he mean the 
firſt, but the perfefting knowledge. And 
itis the more probable; becauſe this 
reading of the Law was appointed to 
be but once in ſeven years; whereas 
children were to be in{trued rouch- 
ing God Almighty, aſſoon as two or 
three year old. 

2. Arga. Pſal. 19.7. & 119.30. 

[ The law of God gives light ro the 
ſimple, and little ones.] 

eAnſwer. 

True ; but impertinent. For, 1.He 
doth not name the Scripture, nor (I 
think) mean it, bur the Goſpel, as 
preached by the Church, among the 
Gentiles, ro the converſion of - Nati- 
Ons ; 
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ons; ſpoken of fromthe firlt yer. of this 
Pſalm ; S-Paml himſelf being the inter- 
preter (Row'10.18.) 

2. Nor, had he meantit, do thoſe 
femple, or litile ones, mean novices ; but 
humble, upright ſouls ; ſuch as himſelf 
was, P/al.131.11. Jacob,(Gen.25.27.) 
Tob, Tob 1.1. the Apoitles, Mat.11.25.) 
and as all Chriſtians, yea the greateſt 
Divines in the world, muſt be, ere God 
reveal his myſteries to them, either by 
Scripture,or any other means(ar.18. 
3.1 Pet.2.1.) 

3- eArgn. $. Toh.20.31. 

[Theſe are written,that ye may believe, 
that Teſus is the Chrift,) Implying, his 
Goſpel was proper to give inſtruion 
in that point, the fir? principle of Chri- 
ſtian faith, 

eAnſwer, 

Short ſtill. For he ſpake not that, ei- 
ther 1. to novices3but to Chriſtians care- 
chiſed. 2.0r touching any dottrenes, in 
his Goſpel;butthemiracles of Chriſt,re- 
lated in it [ Many other ſigns he did , 
Which are not Wruten z but theſe (i. e. 


ſigns 
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that point, but confirming in the belief 
of it, [theſe are Written that ye may be- 
heve, & C.] 

4- eArgs. 2 Tim. 3.14. 

[ Timothy knew the Scriptures of 4 
childe} Sure then, profitableto inſtru& 
him in his childehood. 

Anſwer. 

No doubt, ſingularly profitable ; but 

not to give him his feſt inſtruction, 
5. eArgu.z.1Toh.2.13. 

$. Iohn wrote to little children. 

eAnſWwer. 

Such children as knew the Father;nay, 
needed no man to teach them the do- 
Arine of the Catechiſme, (ver. 20, 


27.) 


CHAP. III. 
Examining the proofs for Scrip- 
ture's being a principal 
means . 


nn web is call'd[ehemveanes] 
to any end , muſt be the principal 
means 


anſwered. 9f 
' fiems) are, &c.] 3. or of —_— in 
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means to it(as principal, oppoſes 5nſtru- 
mental.) Now H. Scripture, we ſay, is | 
a moſt ſuperlatively excellent proper 
means, and (in its kind) the principal 
to give the perfeiting inſtruQion : ho 
we will not ſays it is at all proper to it, 
as principal; that is of or by xt ſelf, or 
as in the hand of any one (the profound. 
eſt Divine);but vals as an inftrument in + 
the hand of the Charch, or one of hey 
Schollars. Asapen is proper to write z 
but not as a principe! means, but as an 
#nſirument onely, in the hand of one 
that hath ſtrength and skill co uſe and 
guide it to its end. You fay, (or muſt. 
renounce your principle) it is /e/f-pro- 
perto this end, as in the hand of any 
(or every) underſtanding (hriftian; 
Sce, if you can prove it. 

I. Args. Deur. 17.19. 

[He hall read therein, that he may 
learn to fear the Lord: } that is, that by 
:, he may inſtru& and dire&himſelf in 
| his duty to God. 

Anſwer. 


- Trueif you underſtand it of the 
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| hearts by:che a nature) 


K ng in the diſcharge of his civ:/office+ 
Bur if you will underſtand-ir of him as. 
one of ob faithful, in the diſcharge of 
his duty to God,in matters of fasth, and 
holineſs; it was not meant of every, 
orany one» but one trained up in the 
true Religion, by or under Orthodox 
Paſtors. 
2. eArgu, Deut.z30.11. 

ſ This commandment is not hidden 
from thee, &c.] Implying, the Scrip- 
ture is not dark to any one, in matters 
neceſſary. 

Anſwer, 

It implies.no ſuch thing. For 1. It 
ſpeaks not of Scripture 3 but of the 
Words by him -commanded viva voce. 
And fo was a figure of the Goſpel to 
be preached (Rom. 10.8.) which in- 
deed is hid to none but the Repro- 
bates ( Cor. 4.3.) z2.Grant,he had ſpo- 
ken of Seripture ; and by name, of that 
book of Deateronomy(the plaineſt inthe 
Bible,and conſiſting of nothing els in a 
marier but moralprecepts(writtenin our 


exhore 
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rations. 
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tations, admonitions, motives, &c. to 


piety and obedience; )yet it was ſo unpro- 


ficable,yeadangerons,for ignorant peo- 
ple, as it was neither intended for their 
reatog-l Des.31.9.)nor to be ſa much 
as read zo them, without an interpreter 
authorized. (Veb.8. 7. 2 Chron, 17.9. 
As 1 g.22. 

3- Argu, Deut. 31.11. 

[Thou shalt read this law before the 
people that have not known any thing; that 
they may learn to fear God, &c.] Im- 
plying, it was ſo /elf-plarn, as the ſole 

earing it read, was ſufficient to inſtruct 
Ignorant people, inthe knowledge and 
ear of God. 
Anſwer. 
 Noſich thing,ps appears from what 
is ſaid iathe anfwyer laſt afore. - And 
now I $hall illyſtrate aad confirm it to. 
you, by giving ſqme of the reaſons. of 
It. in an inſtance. In that Book ( of 
Demuteronawts)are {undry paſlages, moſt 
admirably. ſerting foxth the. great. per- 
feftions.of God.. for which we ought: 
ro fear him,;, propoſing effeual mo- 
| motives 


 - 
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rivesto it, &c. and ſo, moſt excellent 
proper, to inform and perfe& the rea» 
deror hearer, in that duty. Bue then 
withal, there are intermixed ſuch ex- 
preſsions ; ſometimes, ſo deſcending 
to the yulgar capacity (of God's eyes, 
hands , anger , glittering ſword , &Cc. 
(Chap. 32.40, 41,&c.) ſometimes ſo 
dark (e.g. leſurun waxed fat; I life 
up my hand to heaven, &c. (Chap. 32. 
I 5,49.&c.) ſometimes ſo repugnant 
in Words : ( for example, calling God 
ſometimes by a name of the ſingular 
number, /ehovah, as if but one perſon; 
generally, of the plural, Elohim, which 
your Tranſlators ought to have ren- 
dred, Gods, or the Gods;) ſometimes, 
ſetting him forth,as an infinitely 4read- 
ful, orherwhiles as an infinitely gentle 
rm &c.) as they would be apt to 

eget, or confirm, in ignorant people 
erroneous apprehenſions of him, & ei- 


, ther too{iztle, or too great a dread of 


him, unleſs heard or read by one, that 
had been taught ſome rules for the 
right underſtanding of them z which 

| E 2 rule 
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rules cannot be given with certainty, 
but by the Church. 

4-eArgu. Plal.19. 8.& 119.10y. 

[The law of the Lord is altght,enlight- 
ning the eyes of the ſimple. ] Now » ligbe, 
is a /elf- {officien (or principal) means, 
to guide a man in his way. 

| Anſwer. 

1. Moſt certain, the Law of God, is 
(in its kznde) a moſt excellent light,yea 
the principal in this world, to guide us 
(even Church and all) in the way to 
heaven. But David ſpeaks not here of 
the Scrzptwre; nor doth he mean it, xe- 
ceſarily;, much leſs ſolely. 

2. Grant he meant it; /;ghtis not a 
ſelf-ſufficient means to direCt a traveler 
in his way; no, not the Sw it ſelf, to 
one that hath a filme over his eyes, or 
is ignorant of his way, or is drunk , 
or mad; but $hall light him as well 
out of his way, as into it'3 yea» in- 
ſtead of his way , sball light him in- 
to a pit to break his neck. Now 
ſuch men, with a filme over their 
eyes, are all not inſtrued in Religion 
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by the Church ; and ſuch drunk or mad 
men, are all pertinacious SeQaries. 

5. eArgn. Plal.199.99. 

I have more underſtanding then all my 
Teachers; for thy T eſiumonies are my me- 
ditation.) Implying, thata wan, by ſtu- 
dying the Scripture,may come to more 
knowledge indivine things, then isin 
his Teachers ; and conſequently, to 
underſtand Scripture better then they, 
and therefore without their help. 

Anſ(Wer. 

It implies no ſuch thing. For 1.He 
ſpake not of the Scrip:ure 3 nor perhaps 
meant it. 2. Nor did he perbaps ſpeak 
this of himſelf, in quality of a Believer ; 
but of a Propher(taught by inſpiration.) 
3-Nor did he prefer his nnderſtanding, 
to all Teachers, but toall his. 4. Nor 
did he perhaps ſpeak of wiſdom ſpecu- 
lative, but prafical or experimental on- 
ly : wherein many times, ſimple peo- 
ple, by devout meditation, and ferve- 
rous practice of whar is taught them by 
the Church, or read by them in Ecrip- 
ture, come to exceed their Teachers. 

E 3 eArgu, 


6. Argu.'S$.Luke 10.26, 


When one demanded of our Saviour 


the way to heaven, he ſent him to the 
Scripture | How is u Written? How read- 
eſt thou 7] Implying 3 that ir by it felf 
alone, is vn to shew any reader of 
i, the way to heaven. 

AnſWer. 

Still wide. For, that one, did not de- 
mand the way, abſolutely (whereof him- 
ſelf wasa Teacher ; bur that parricu- 
lar, new, perfetter way, as Chrilt pro- 
feſſed ro teach :; which favour he not 
thinking him worthy of , ſent him to 
e Moſes, Whoſe diſciple he was (loh.g. 
28,) Andin the ſame-manner,he did 
at firſt with the other Pharz/te , that 
came to him wich che ſame queſtion 
(Mar.10.19.) but when by his anſwer 
he ſaw cauſe to /ove him, he taught him 
the perfet? way to happineſs, as he did 
Nicodemus (at firſt asKing) the neceſd- 
ry (Toh. 3. 3.) by his »ew Law; and 
without ſending either of them to the 
Scripture for eichet way; where indeed 
it was not to be found, 
ef row. 
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tr. 1-P-3-C.3- anſwered. 103 
7. Argus. S$. Luke 16.29. 
When, the glutton in hell begged of 
eAbraham a T eacber from the dead, for 
his brethren on earth, the anſwer was 
[They bave Moſes and the: Prophets ; 
let them hear them.) Implying, Scri- 
pture alone, was a means proper to 
reach them piety ſufficient to eſcape 
hell. | 
| Anſwer, 
Not atittle to. any ſuch ſevſe, For 
1. He begged nota Teacher, but an. 
ly a ws nefi tothe dofrine of the Sy- 
ogue touching the grievonſaeſs of 
\% + IIA &c. .nor therefore did 
eAbrabam remit, them to Moſes and 
the; Prophets.as T eachers ; but opely as 
Wreneſſer, more competent, then he 
who was delired. (a Ghoſt from the 
dead.) | 
2. Nor, by le Moſes and the Pro- 
phets) did he perhaps mean their Wri- 
tings, but the T eachers they living upon 
earth ; thoſe in ordovary({itting, in his 
Chair) by Meſes , thoſe: in extraords- 
ary (which that Nation was ſeldom 
; E 4 without) 
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without) by the Prophets. And it is the 
more probable; 1. Becauſe it-were 
more proper , where a living witneſs 
was deſired, to fend them to aliving 
witneſs, more credible then the other. 
2. Becauſe iris improper to ſay of wr;- 
tings [Letthem hear them.” 

' 3. Grant,he meantthe Scriptwre,and 
as a means of in##ruttion; yet not as 
read , much leſs, interpreted , by the 
people 3 but as read, mol interpreted to 
them, by their Paſtors, ' Therefore he 
ſaid [Let them hear them.) 

8. efrgs. $. Foh: 5.39. 

[ Search the Scriptures * they are 
they that teſtific of me.) As who chould 
ſay [They are the proper, principal, 
ſufficient means to teach people Re- 
ligion.”] £k | 

eAnſwer. 

Far from any ſuch ſenſe. For 1. He 
ſpake not this to the people 3 bur the 
Teachers (as you will iee anon, cap.6. 
F, 1. argu. 6.) 2. Nor perhaps did 
he ſay to them [Search,] but [you do 
ſearch;] the Greek word, being indif- 
ferent 


tr-1,P-3-C.3.  @ſiwered. Toy 
ferent to either; and the later as a. 

reeable to the ſcope and coherence 
of the Text, asthe former, 3. Nor 
did he ſend anyto ir, as a Teacher of 
any thing , but onely as a Wimmeſſe to 
his per/on. 4. Nor as the proper, prin- 
cipal , neceſſary, or ſufficien witneſs 
(br, thoſe he had newly afore urged, 
ver. 35, &c.) but asa witneſs, he was 
compelled to, by their obſtinacy to the 
other, and eſteem of it. [ Him whom 
the Father hath ſent ,ye believe not. Search 
the Scrip;ures ; for in them ye think, 
&c.] 5- Nor did he ſendthemto it, 
by ze ſe{f alone ; but (as his maner was, 
Luke 24. 27,32,45)alledged the texts, 
and opened them. 6, Nay nor then 
neither,were they a teſtimony ſufficient 
to weigh againſt rhoſe, wry by his 


adyerſaries, ont of the ſame Scripture, 


rothe contrary; without putting into 
the ſcale,zhe authority of his perſon the in- 
terpre:er (2s you will fee anon, par, 4. 


49.5. 


* 9. eArgu, 
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9. Argu. Ads 18. 28. 

W-; 'pollos mightily convinced the Tews; 
shewing by the Scriptures, that Teſus Was 
Chriſt.) He, a lay-man, |by ſcripture 
alone, convinced , shewed, or made 
Clear,even to infidels,the firſt, & one of 
the bigheſt myſteries of Chriſtian faith; 
much more could he shew itto him- 
| ſelf; andif that point, any other. 

Anſwer. 

An argument ſomewhat ſpecious in- 
deed, but wanting ſoliditie. For 
1. Though a /ay-man; yet he had been 
og by the Church, how to «ledge, 
and open the Scripture to that point. 
3- His convincing, or Shewing, meant 
no more, then bringing proofs, or ar- 
gnments for it; for we do notread he 
converted anie : and it is certain, .not 
«/[chat he diſputed with. 3. It was not 
poſsible for him to prove by the Scrip- 
rure (there ſpoken of ) more then one 
of his propoſitions. For, his argu- 
ment from the old-Scripture could be 
no other, but this [Chriſt, was to ſuffer 
death, and riſe again, &c, Jefus hath 
ſuffered 


— 
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uffered death, is riſen again. &c. There- 

[SA he is Chriſt.) The ornier propofi - 

tion, he was able to conyince by Serjp- 

ture ; theater nor. | 
10. Argy, Rom. 15.4. 

[/Vhat things 'Tvere Written , were 
Written for our learning] or inſtruci- 
on. 

. Anſwer. 

Moſt certain, and are fingnlarly pro- 
per to that end in the hand of an Oreho- 
dox Teacher,alledging and interpreting 
them(incheirright ſenſe)unto the peo- 
ple, as he did Ten to them. 

11. Argon. 2 Cor.4-3. < 

[If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid tothems 
that perigh.) As much as to ſay [Scri- 
pture is plain to all but reprobates. ] 

| Anſwer. 

1. He ſpake not, nor dreamt of Scrs- 
pture,but of the Goſpel preached by the 
Church. 2. Grant, he ſpake of Scri- 
pture ; he meant itas preached by bom- 
ſelf ,Silvanus,and Timothy,theirPaltors. 
Conſequently, no wilful Proteſtant.or 
other Se&ary whatever, to whom the 

Scripture, | 


0 
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Scripture as preached to him by his pre 
ſent lawſul Paſtors, is hid , may hope 
of himſelſ, that he is one of the pre- 
deſtinate, if he dye in that ſtate of 
ſoul. 

12. Argy. 2 Tim. 3.1y. 

[The Scriptures are able to make thee 
W3ſe to ſalvaiton.) Spoken to Timothy, 
as a Chriſtian, to encourage him tobe 
diligent.in reading them, as a means 
proper by it ſelf olods; to inſtruQt him 
in Religion , ſufficiently to his ſalva- 
tion. 

Anſwer, 

Not a ſyllable in it to anyſach purpoſe. 
For 1. He ſpake not to him as a meer 
Chriſtian ; but as a Carholick, trained 
up in the Church under himſelf{v.14.) 
2. Nor perhaps did he here incourage 
him to reading the Scripture, but one- 
ly to continue firm in þ 2 things himſelf 
had taught him out of it 3 not ſo much 
for the evidence of their conſonancy 
with it,as for the authority of his perſon, 
the interpreter [knowing of whom thou 
haſt learned them,v,14.) 3. Northere- 

| ore 
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fore did he recommend it to him, as an 
inſirufter in Chriſtian faith » but as a 


Witneſito it» 4. Nor therefore did he 
ſay [Wiſe ro ſalvation} abſelmely; as if 
ſalvation were attainable by the know- 
ledge and belief of the Scriptures there 
ſpoken of ; but [w1/? to ſalvation by faith 
in Chriſt:] that. is, by confirming and 
perfetting you, in Chrilts faith. And 
ſo[Wwiſe ro ſalvation,)] means no more 
then [Wyſe, in ſaving Wiſdom.) Conſe- 
quently, the uttermoſt ſenſe of this 
place is no more then this [ The old 
Scriptures are able to make a Catholich, 
witin ſaving Wiſacm, by confirming ar 
improving kim in faith; which is no- 
thing to what you are to prove. 


13. Arga.2, Tim. 3.16. 


[ Al] Scripinre is profitable for de- 
ftrine, gc] 
Anſwer. 

Snperlatively, beyond all rhat can be 
ſaid of it, by tongues of men or An- 
gels; (being giver, ro that end, by in- 
ſpiration from ar infinite VViſedome.) 
uc 


But jt makes nothing to your pur- 
poſe. For | 

1. He doth not ſay[ ſafficzent,] 
2. No, nor [ /el/- prot 


3. No [nor profirable in the band of 


every Chriſtian, no nar of every Chri- 
flian Drvine,ſuppoſe him the profound- 
eſt ever lived:] but. of [the man of God;)] 
. that is, the Orthodox or Cartholick Di- 
vine, or Teacher. For +. That by 
[the manof God] he meant not a meer 
( briftian, or believer ; is manifeſt 1.Be- 
cauſe that name is never found in Scri- 
pture, uſed of any but in whom there 
was ſome higher excellency then ordi- 
nary.2. Becauſe it was a proper name,in 
that Nation, of Prophers (1 Sam. 2.27. 
& 9-6, &c.) 3. Becauſe. Timothy to 
whom he then wrote this, was a Paſtor ; 
and called by him, by this name [rhow, 
O manof God, 1 Tim. 6.11.] 4. Be- 
cauſe all theſe works, here named, as 
to which itis profitable [dod#rme, re- 
proof, earreftzon,and inſiruftion] are the 
proper works of a Dwvine,or Preacher. 
2. T hathe meanta Catholxck Divine; is 

as 
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as certain. For, a Here:ick, he would 
never call [a man of God] but a limb,in- 
ſtrument, or faQor of the Devil (Gal. 
$.20- Tit.3-10, eApoe.2.9,1y.) 
\ 4- Grant, by that name, he meant a 
lay - Chriſtian ; yet not any other bur a 
Catholick one z for the Scripture would 
be far from calling a heretick , a man of 
God ; which alone is enongh to render 
this place of nouſe to > wag : 
13. Ares. 2 Pet.1-19. 

[To Which you do wellto take heed as 

zo a light, &'c.} 
Anſwer. 

In the hand of your Paſtors alledging, 
| and expounding it to you [We have a 
light, to which you do well to take 
| heed.) 

14. Argu. Apoc.1.3. 

[Bleſſed is be that reads this Book,} 
Sure then profitable , 'in the hand of 
; any Chriſtian reader, to inſtruct and 
; guide him,to his ſouls health. 
, Anſwer. 
No ſuch thing. For 
1. I do notthink he ſpake here of 


lay. 
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lay-Chriſtians, but the Paſtor of the ſe- 
veral Churches to whom that Epiltle 
was directed (Chap.. 2.1, &c.) and im- 
mediately delivered, for him to read it 
himſelf, aud preach it to the people. My 
reaſon is; 1 Hecanſe it was fit-he should 
have his encouragement, as well as the 
people. 2. Becauſe the people, in quali- 
ty of hearers, are ſpoken of inthe ve- 
ry next wordsin the plural number [ He 
that reads; and they that hear.) Now let 
him that ſaith, in both places he meant 
the people ;give a reaſon, why he should 
ſo ſuddenly change the number, 3.Be- 
cauſe when none of the writers, nor he 
himſelf, encouraged the people, to the 
reading of any Bock of Scripture (as 
we $hal ſee anon)rather diſcouraged(& 
namely from $. Pauls Epiſtles) by rea- 
ſon of ſome things in it hard to be nn- 
derſtood (2 Per.3.16.) I cannot think 
it likely he would encourage them to 
the reading of his, of leaft uſe, and 
more abounding with things hard to be 
underſtood, and eafie to be wreſted by 


them to their damnation, then any 
one 


tr.1.p.3-c.4. «nſwered. I13 
one of S. Pauls Epiſiles.; orany other 
Book in Scripture. 

2. Grant he meant /ay-Chriſtians ; yet 
notany (or every) one; not a 2 icolas- 
tar ( Apoc. 2. 6.) not one of Dyorrephes 
Congregation( 3 70.9. )for certainlyſuch 
a one would read it but to his great- 
er damnation - but ſuch a one as was 
under hiseLnge/(or Catholick Paſtor) 
whoſe hearer he was, as well as its rea- 
der. Bleſſed are /ach readers of ir; woe 
to others, 


CHAP, 1V. 


Examining the proofs for the ne celity 
of Scripture. 


| # Tar \ nothing can be called[the 


means ]toany end, to which it is 
not (fimply) neceſary. See then if you 
can prove, that H. Scripture is ſimply 
neceſſary tothe teaching of Religion : 
v1z.. either that there was any neceſsi- 
ty for its — (more then neceſsity 
of command , for ſome few pieces of 
the Old Teſtament,and the Apocalip/e, 
intheNew,Apoc.1,10. )or that ſince its 
writing, 


9 
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writing, Religion cannot be taught, or 
{ubſiſt, withoutir. 
1. Arga. 2 Pet.1.20. \ 

Holy men of old, Wroze as they were 
moved, c.] 
eLnſwer. 
.-Troe : but moumng, is not command- 


*Ug. 
2. Arga. $. Inde 3. 
Lt Was needful for me to Write.] 
Anſwer 

But 1. Weeadfulis hart of neceſſary. 
2. Nor did he mean reedful abſolute- 
ly, buronely thar, rſotrng rowrite, 
he ſaw ir needful to write to them, 7 
that end, or of that ſubjet [to exhort 
them 10 contend earneſtly, &c.]. 


CHAP. V. 
Examining the proofs for Screpture's 


being ſuſficrent. 
penal; nothing can be called [the 


means] to any end, but it mult be 
ſufficient toir. W hich, Scripture can- 


not poſsibly be, tothe teaching of the 
Goſpel, 


IF anſwered,  tr.1.p.3.0.5. 


Goſpel.unleſs it contain expreſſly eve- 
ry particular of it. I think it vain to 
ſay [7mporting to ſalvation, Jbecauſe, the 


| Goſpel can confitt of none but do ſo, in 


ſome kinde or other. 

I ſfay[expreſly:Jbecauſe els;there will 
need ſome 7.6 means Wirh authority 
(for as good none atall,as not wit autho- 
rity) to deduce the inferences, & apply 
the general rules or examples of itto 
particular doubts or caſes (which is the 
main part of the office of teachingz)and 
ſo it.could not deſerve to be called [rhe 
means. | 

If chen you think H. Scripture does 
not contain every particular of the Go- 
ſpel exprefſely ; renounce your prin= 
ciple. Tfyouthiak ic do lee, if you 
can prove it. gp 

1. eros. $. Luke 1.3. AQst.r. 

S. Luke calls his Goſpel [a Treatiſe 


o 


| of all things, that Teſus taught, or were 


believed among Chriftians. ) And the 
Goſpel cannot confiſt of more. 
Anſwer. 
1. Yes, it may; namely, of thoſe as 
are 
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are in S. Tohy's Goſpel, or Epiſtles (re- 
vealed long after S. Lukes death.) 
2. Grantirdid not; he did not mean 
[1] in proper, or logical ſenſe, for all 
abſolutely : but in vulgar ſenſe onely for, 
the generality, greater, or notable part 
(nſual in Scripture, and particularly in 
him, Lake 24.14,27. Atts 1.19. & 2. 
I2. & 3.11,K&c.) it being evident, he 
wants divers particulars, that are in the 
other Evangeliſts, and ſome of them of 
the molt fundamental in Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 3 namely [the div znity of Chriſt, 
the number and names of the perſons in 
the: Godhead; the inſtitution of the 
two Sacraments of Bapri/m, and Pe- 
nance. }] 
2 Argu. 2 Tim. 3.16,17- 

[Scripture us profitable, for dofFrine, 
&c. that the man of God may be perfett, 
throughly furniched to every good Work.) 
Therefore it contains expreſly every 
particular of the Goſpel. 

Anſwer. 

A very weak inference : there being 
a great diſtance; 1, betwixt every par- 
ticular 
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nenular of the Goſpel, and every good 
work (which are but a part of the parti. 
culars.) 2. betwixt every good work 
abſolutely ;, and every good work, of the 


| ſorts there ſpoken of, pertaining to a Di 


vine, viz. dottrine,correttion, &c.z.Be- 
twizt profitable to furnich for them ; and 
contaming them expreſſely. 


CHAP. V I. 


Examining the proof of things 
leſs yet. 


WAY do I ſpeak of proving 
ſuch things as, theſe? See, if 
you can prove but ſo.much as any of 
theſe that follow ; namely, - 

$.1. From Old or New Teſtament. 

"W'b 

That God Almighty ever ordain- 
ed, or expreſſed any intent , the /ay, 
people Should read the Bible, or have 
# ro read in, if they pleaſed, to. ins 
{kruct themſelves in Religion, 


Argn, 
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1. Args. ' Deut. 6.7. 
[T hou shalt vyrite theſe Words wpon thy 
walls, teach thery thy children, &c.] 
Anſwer. 
Nothing to the purpoſe. For 1.He 
doth not ſpeak of (or mean perhaps) 
words Wruten, but commanded by him. 
2. Grant, words written ; he doth not 
ſay [thoushalt read them. It you ay, 
he meant it ; give a reaſon, why then 
he should not name it, as well as he 
named the other [teaching, meditating, 
Writing :] and as well as he named it 
with the other, when he ſpake of the 
Law, as to be uſed by the chief Ruler 
Deut.17.19. Joſ.1.8.) Norcan you 
y, he neceſſarily implyed it in thoſe 
commands; -of writing, reaching», and 
meditating on it: for they might be per- 
formed (ſufficiently to their intent) as 
now they are , by pious Catholicks , 
without reading it; namely, by being 
raughtthe commandments, and other 
the principal parts of Gods Law, moſt 
uſeful for them, by the Prieſts ( Exod. 


24.12. Dent.31.9,19.21.) _ 


e1r ou, 


Il9  Proteſtantar gianentstr. 1.p.3:c.6, 
2, eArgu, Deut. 27.3. 

[T hoy. thalt ſet up great ones, and 
Write wpon them all the Words of this law, 
plainly.) Sure,to the end people should 
read them. 

| Anfiwer. 

Fr may be ſo. Bur irexpreſles no 
ſuch intent. It doth this, and thats all 
it expreſſes that it Should there remain 
as a Witneſs. Nor is it likely that he 
meant the whole book of Demterono 
(much lefs .Gexef, and the reſt of the 
Pentateuchz ) for , what a wall would 
that ask? ſure , longer then that hill 
Ebal, could contain : but onely the zen 
( ommanaments, with perhaps ſome 0- 
ther moral precepts, admonitions, and 
exhortations, malt uſeful for the peo» 
ple, and. needing nainterpreter 3. and 
the bleſiings on : obedient, cſes 0n 


the tranſgreſſors ( /o.8.34.) Now ſuch 
awriting,. inthat manner ſet forth, is 2 
differeas rhipg. from, the Bible ; HH, 
Church at this day, permitting people 
the one, in Ariways » &e, when he 
wil notthe other. 


Argn, 


3- Argu. Deut.31.9. 
Moſes delivered the Law intothe 
hand ofthe Elders,as well as the Prieſts. 
Sure, vvith intent they should read 


It, 
Anſwer. | 

Very likely - bur net as to inſtru& 
themſelves in Religion, but to guide 
themſelves by it in judicarure > as it 
contained the Civil Law of that Na- 
tion* 

| 4- Args. Eſa. 24.16. 

[Seek ye ont of the Book of the Loyd, 
and read, &c.] Spoken to the peo- 


ple. 
Anſwer. 

1. Tt may be, not. - 2. Grantir;' it 
names not, nor perhaps meanr, the 
Bible; nor any Book, as 0 snſtruttion 
in Religion ; but onely ſome Prophecy 
then written, touching the Caproviey, 
or ſome other future zemporal cala- 
mity; (proper to that. Nation and 
age) | esfed 


5. Arge.S. Mat 3.3; | 
| [Have yenetread, &c.} Spoken by 
«Mt our 


, 
, 


| 


fE-4-P5 34C46s. 1 
our Saviour to the 
elſewhere often. 
| Anſwer. iow mid 
:.;1:Never once; butto Teaphers ons 
Jy and as fuch., And one teaſon.I have 
ot ſaying ſo>is becauſe when a Jay Phar 
riſee demanded of. him the way to hea- 
vey, he ſent him not. to the Scriptwre, 
(as he did. the. Lawyer, Luk, 10. 26.) 
but tq his Carechiſm [T hon knoweſt the 
Commandments, Mar. 10.19.] | 
- «Grant» ſpoken to. the people 3. it 
ſuppoſes they did, expreſſes no intent 

they shog/d read it. | | 


Argy. 6. $.IJoh.'5.39- 
[ Search Ty] Plainly 
expreſsing intent the- people should 
readthem, | 


- 
- 


people ; there;and 


| Anſwer. . 

No. ſnch thing. For 1. Ir is not 
certain-be ſpaketo the people ; nay, itis 
probable that not to them, . but to rhe 
Aulers, My reaſon is, becanſe he ſpake 
itto thoſe: (v.10.) who had (perbaps) 


Y cnvented atore them {for certain)pubs 


F hkely 


SP” 
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Ikely rebuked che man for carrying his 
bed on the Sabbath day,and examined 
him touching his anthor or counſellor; 
ro whom he fabmiſlively gave the eſt 
account he then conld of who ir was; 
and as fdor- as he knew went to-give 
them a better 3 who thereupon proſe- 
cuted' our Saviour for' his life. All 
which look like proceedings of men 
fitting m Mofes Chair: nor is'it co the 
contrary', that! they are there-culled 
bare (rhe Jews: V' for, by that name, 
chis Evangelift often'without queſtion 
meant them in authorny (Toh, & 
9-21, & 18.12.) 2. Grant, ſpoken 
co the people; perhaps he* faid not to 


them, as'\your Tranllators render it, | 


[Search ;]bnt onely [y0u'40 ſtarch.JFor 
the Original is indifferent to either 
ſenſe; and the later as agreeable to the 
ſcope and coherence of the Text, as 
the former. . 3. Grant-the ch as 
you render it [/zarch : it doth/\novne- 
ceſſarily infertheir readrhy it : becauſe 
they might ſearch by chew Prieſts, in 
their copy. Andit is the more 34 

©, 


& 
— 
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_ _ the Bible was then # Book 

of too coſtly a price for the ordin 

peoples _ to maſs xy 
7. eArgu.Ats 8.28. 

The Enucb reading Scriptare, is ſet 
forth for an example. 

Anſwer. 

Perhaps not, no more then his ſud- 
den embracing a new Religion, upon 
no more prudencial motives then are 
ſer down ; arr =o when (ſuppoſing 
ittrue as you hold) he had xo ground mm 
Gods word, for his reading ir. 

8. Argu. Ats17.11. 

The Bereans (at leaſt) are expreſely 

commended for it. 
Anſwer. 

tr, It may be, not (v4. ſuprapar.2. 
C1. 06.6.) 2. Grantthey were ; itim- 
plies, other people, in ſuch a caſe as 
that was, lawfully may do the ſame 3 ex- 
preſſes no intent they shonld, no more 
then the commending of Solomon for 
building ſnch' a magnificent Temple ; 
David, for intending it. 3. Grant that 
alſo; their /earebing ir, doth nor pe- 

F 2 neceſſarily 
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neceſfarilie include their reading it, no 
more then the King's Writzng a copie 
of it, doth the writing it him/e/f (Deu. 
17.19.) See, what is ſaid inthe anſyer 
above to the 6. efrg.$.3. 
9. eArgu. Rom: 15.4. 

[Scripture Was Written for our inſtra- 

Eton.) 
Anſwer. 

Moſt certain. Burt ſtrange, if written 
for the peoples reading, itshould never 
tell them ſo, * 

10. Arga. 2 Cor.1.13. Eph. 3.4. 

[/Vhereby when ye read &c:]Spoken | 
to the people. | 

Anſwer. 

1.Perhaps notzno more then divers o- 
ther things inthe Epiſtles are ( 1 Cor., 
4.1Theſ.5.27.) but to the Paſtors (pro- 
perlie.) And as is ordinarie-in writing to 
a community,to ſayſwhen you read this] 
when none is meant properlie, or in his 
own perſon,bur the ( lerk, or,other,Of: 
ficer,to the Companie. 2, Grant,to the 
people; it implies a ſuppoſal they d1d, or 

would; expreſſes no #ntent, they shoulc 

read it, j Argu 


Q 4. 


| copy. (or As" of any one ſacred 
3 
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efron, II Col.4.16. 

[Read the Epiſtle from Laedicea.] 

Anſwer, 

Spoken to the Paſtor, to cauſe it to be 
read among the people, or, in the 
Church ; as he ſaid in the yvords a- 
fore. 

12. Args, 2Toh. r. 
At leaſt, the Lady Ele&, was to read 


the Epiſtleto her written, 


Anſwer. 

No doubr, it was ſo intended. But 
little to your purpoſe.- For 1. She was 
but '0e perſon, and a perſon to whom 
in particular it was written z nor is there 
any intimation of intent $he Should give 
a Ccopie of ir, or impart itto any other. 
2. Nor vvas it then,s part of the Bible. 
3. Nordid jt contain any dottrinal in- 
ſtruction, further then by way of ad- 
monition Or motive to beware of He- 
reticks. 

n. 2. 
That God Almighty ordained, or ex- 
preſſed any intent, there $honld be any 


book. 
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book (more then; that the Kg of the 
Tews,when there should be one,should 
have a copy of eMoſes Law, Deur. 


17.18.) 
W. 3 
That God Almighty ordained, or 


expreſſed any intent, H. Scripture, or 
any part of it,Should beſo much as read 
zo the people; more then the book of 
Deuteronomy, once in 7 years (namely, 
in the year of /ubsee, Deut.31.9.)once 
a piece of Jeremy, exhorting to repen- 
tance, and denouncing muleries elſe 
to come upon them {/er.36.6.) once 
the firſt Epiſtle to the Theſaloniars, to 
them (1 Theſ: 5.27.) that, to the Co- 
loſians, to them, and the Laodiceans ; 
and that from Zaodicea, to the Colop. 
ans (Col.4. 16.) 
$. 2. From the Old Teſtament. 
"WR 
T hat in 70e. years together (viz. 
from I»/uah's reading it (of. 8.34.) un- 
til Jofrah's ('2 Chron. 34.30.) any part 
of the Scripture (morg then once; the 
piece of Jeremy abovementioned) was 
ever 
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ever read tothe people; or the Prieſts 
ever blamed for negle&ing 1c. 
Argu. 2Chron.17.y. 
It was read to them in _ 


time. 
Anſwer. 
-  Likeenongh.. But the text farthinot 
ſo: and our trial now is by expreſs 
Text, 
”..'2. 

That there wasintbat Nation, any 
copy (amore then the vrsp3nel one, in 
the Teayde) of any ove Sacred Book. 

Argus. 2 Ghro. 19.9, © | 

Was not that acopy; as the Prieſts in 
Tehofaphas”s tire caries about with 
them? 

; : Anſwer. 

lt nay berſo:; burperbaps not. | 

$. 3. Fromthe Prophets. 

T hat any oneof them foreſaw, that 
any onetitls of che Goſpel should be 
wihmen. \c 
Argu. Eck. T.aFe LY 

Your ſelf will Iay , Ex chit four 
_ piofignifping: :hefour'Exarige- 
Anſw, 
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"Anſwer. 
I will not ſay, it is certain. And 
though I would ; our trial is now by ex- 
preſs Text, 
. 4. From the New Teſtament. 
"800 
Fhat anie lay- Chriſtian, ever read a 
word in the Bible. | 
efron. 1. AQs17. 11, 
The Bereans did. 
; Anſwer. 

| Butthey were (then) no Chriſtians, 
3.0 12;\ Argu. 1 Cor. 113. 

The Corinthians did. 

Anſwer. 
It may be: not ( See ſup. anſe to 
IO. arg. 
. Argn. 2 Pet. 3 

Thoſe did, that: wrelte i to their 

damnation. | 
Anſwer. 

1. Perhaps, thoſe were Teachers. 
2. If people; they _—_ do that, with- 
out FeaSmgen 

\ . 21 


| Thatour B. Savioutzor avie Apoſtle, 


bo 


to 
heir 


er. 


;Kh- 


ſte, 
ook 
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took anie care or order, for the means 
neceſſarie ro the reading of Scripture 
by the people; namelie , preſerving 
the Original, or fome Authentical Co- 
pie! of it; tranſcribing, and diſperſing 
copies of ir throughout the world, 
tranflating it into vulgar languages , 
compiling the pieces of theNew Teſta. 
ment ( written ſtraglioglie, ſome in 
one Countrie, ſome in another, goo 
miles afunder) into ſome one yolume; 
&c. 
h$. 5. From the Goſpels. 
7. 1. 

That our B. Lord, ever /pake Word 
touching H. Scripture, unto anie Chr;- 
ſtan (more then to bring proofs out of 
it to his incredulous Diſciples » Luke 
24-2744.) or as to anie uſe wherein 
it was to be, after his aſcenſion. 


Argu. S. Toh. 5. 39. 
[Search the Scripture, ) Was not 
that ſpoken to Chritizns ? 


Anſwer. 
No- but ro /nfide/-Iews,and a; ſuch; 
F 5 As 
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#5 ars by the words immediately 
afore, and atcer [you believe not in me, 
you Will. not come 10 me;] and by the 
end, for which he ſent them to Scrip- 
ture, namely, to bring them to faieh. 
Conſequently , neither ſpoken nor 
meant to any properly, or neceſſarily, 
but #nfidel Jews. 
N. 2. 

That he ever intended, or foreſavw 
(otherwiſe then as he was God) that, 
any one 1utle of his Goſpel should ever 
be wruten. (And pray note this well.) 

6. 6. From the Atts. 

That any Apolile wrote, or intend- 
ed, or knew of, or foreſary the. writing 
of, any one ſyllable of the Goſpel. 

$. 7. From the Epiſiles. 


A.1. 
That any Apoltle;at his death, knew 
there was any tittle of the Goſpel then 
written, more then by himſelt(except 
that $. Peter knew of ſome of $.Paxls 
Epiſtles, 2 Per. 3. 15.) or to be writ- 
ten, 


Argu, 


hen 


auls 
vrits 


[7 01, 
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eArgu. 2 Cor.8.18. 
S. Paul ſpeaks of $. Lake, as famous 
then for his Goſpel, throughout Chri- 
ſtendom. 
eAnſwer, 

It is certain he /pake not of,and per- 
haps meant not, either $. Luke, or his 
Goſpel,or any Written Goſpel : but ſome 
companion of his (Sas, Barnabas, or 
ſome other) famous for his zeal and 
painfulneſs in preaching, 

H. 2. 

T hat he that dyed aſt of them (S: 
Tohn) left, at his death, any ſuch yo- 
Inme, as is now called [zhe Bible, or 
New T eftament: ] or any two Books of 
the New Teſtament in one volume , 
yea, Or in one Countrey(except where 
two Eptlitles were written to one 
Church or perſon: ) or any original, 
yea, or (perfettly) authentical copy, of 
any one book, of Old, or New Teſta- 
ment. If you can mo none of theſe; 
you cannot but ſee how far you are, 
trom any hope or likelihood afecin 
any ſuch thing as your principle. 
THE 
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THE, 
-» FOVRTH PART: 


|  Confuting the, "Proteſtant 
! Tenet. | 


——_— 
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CHAP. I. 
Vrging the firſt argument, 
| [The ſilence of Scripture.) 


Hope youſee,how far the Scripture 
is from affirming your tenet, Which 
you wil not wonder at,when you shal 
ſee how much may be ſaid out of it, a- 
gainſt it : which is my next, and laſt 
work. 
I ſay then,itis againſt reaſon,to think, | 
Scripture was left for [the means of 
teaching the Goſpel.) My reaſons are 


ſix. 

The firſt ; becauſe (as appears by 
the former part) # affirmes no ſuch 
thing 


—Kz, 
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thing touching % bf For though a 
negatve argumehr from it (ot in Scrip- 
ture, therefore not iy) be not ulWayes 
good 3 its always good againſt youlwho 
uſe itas good againlt us;) and.in ſb a 
 renet drifeie of yours {condenined by 
the Church ;) autumn f-c> 4 point as this 
(the mott fundamental in Religion.) 

This filence, if it be wellconfider- 
ed, will appear ſo ſtrange to any ration- 
al man, as he cannotimagine it poſsi- 
ble, had your tener beentrue. 


Confiderations aggravaling the 
filence © J.. 
6. 1. Of ebe Prophets. 
Firſt, the lilence of Ye Prophets is 
yery ſtrange. For 
I1.There is not any em#nent particular 
pertaining to the exzerior form of the 
:Charch, but we-may finde it foretold,in 
ſome one or other ofthem : .and'fome, 
very plainly,” and-in divers of them, 
this, touching the means of. zeaching.the 
Goſpel (according to our opinions in 
almoſt enbry one of them; and to ſome 
minute 
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minnte circumſtances ( when \it was to 
begin, in whar City» in what parzof the 
City,in what warner and by what wears 
to ſpread over the world, how long t0 
continue», &c.) ſtrange , if Scripture 
were to be it, it Should never beſo 
much as mentioned. 2h 

2. And yet how w4ny, how ju#t oc- 
caſions were there for mentioning it, if 
tobe as you lay ? namely, when , they 
name the School, the maſter, the Word, 
or Law of God,yea, the Goſpel (though 
by your Tranflators, rendred profane- 
ly, good tidings:) Ela. 40.9, compared 
with Rom.10.1 5. when /eremy came ſo 
near the Scripture, as to promiſe the 
writing ofthe new Law 3 and to name, 
by whom, with, and in What itwas to 
be written, Butthen indeed he ſaith, 
it was not to be, by any creature, or with 
ink.,or in any materzal tables (much leſs, 
Fony ones)asthe old was z but ina more 
excellent way (befitting a more excek 
lent Law) by God himſelf, with prace, 
in the hearrs, of the Pattors , teaching 
it from.hand to hand, of the people, be- 
lieving it, /er.31.31. 3- Again, 


136 The Proreſlant tr.1.p.4-c.1. 

3- Again, Ezekiel in his eight laſt 
Chapters, deſcribing at large the beau- 
ty- and perfection of the-Church(whoſe 
glory\was to exceed thar of the Syna- 
gognesApgg.2.9.) names all the eminent 
| particulars wherein it was to confiſt , 
under the name of their rypes in the 
Templeof Solomon:and among the reſt, 
her Paſtors,very largely,and particular- 
ly, under tl;e name of ' Sadoc, and his 
ſons, Ezek. 44.15, &c. But upon all 
the /:ſt, we finde not the zables of Moſes 
Law 4. albeit that was one of the preci- 
ouleſt jewels of the Temple (1 King. 8. 
9.) and the proper type of the ew 
. Teſtament. , 


$. 2. Of the Goſpels. 
More ſtrange is the filence of our 


B. Saviour, in the Goſpels. 
1. Whenthe Law was to be written, 
.go0d God ! what care'taken? 1: For 
its Writing. The principal part of ir, 
written by an Axgelrepreſenting God's 
perſon, Eo. 24.12. The reſidue, by his 
ipecial command, by Hoſes. 2. For 
ics cuſtody, Layed upin the eLrk (the 
| | _ facredll 


- 
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ſacredſt Cabinet the world everſaw.;) 
there kept under the wings of the ſame 
Cherubins as kept Paradiſe,Deut.1 0.5. 
3-Forthe giving copzes of it, & to Whom, 
&c.Dewt.17.28.4.For the reading of it 
tothe peoplezand at what /:mes neceſla. 
rily,:Dext.31.9.i And all theſe thought 
fit robe recorded, and within the'book 
it ſelf. | | 
And yet that,' was to be the law but 
of that-oe Nation; to.endure but a short 
while 5 to be but a ſmall par: of their 
Scripture; was.detther necellary , nor 
available to-jreſiifie the oblervers ( Roms, 
3-20.) and beſide ir, they were to-have 
not. onely -a conſtant race of Teachers 
divinely authorized, but Prophets all 
along until. che Meſsiah's coming( at. 
111 3.) } | 
. Chriſt's Law, was to oblige every crea- 
ture,to endure to World's end; tobe ne- 
ceſſary,& ſufficient to juſtification. And 
can it then, be. choughe-in reaſon, he 
-would go hence,and leave. itro'be come 
be, after the Apoltles, death, the 
411”; | onely 
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he means (as youſfay) of teaching it 
with authority, andinever ſpeak any fyl- 
lable concerning it? 

2. Nor can. his filence tonching it, 
be imputed ro accident;or incogitanty:; 
forihe could wel remember ro take care 
for the preaching of it, Who were to 
preach it,-ro whom , Whar was to' be 
raught, &c. 2.9] 

3. And how many, how tempring.oc- 
cafrons, had hero have: mentioned the 
Scripture (if.cobe as you fay) ar lealt,in 
ſome kindeor-orher: kfnot as the wreans 
of reaching,or the +#mtter-xo be taught, 
or #herwle or condition of it.3 'yet as a 
pare of the means, matter, or rule, at 
leaſt, as.a Record, heipfulto the office, 
namely; - when, givingathe CommuyTron, 
and Inſtruttions to his Church, for the 
reaching of his Goſpel; when auming 
the marter tobe taught 3 and rhe mens 
by which he mcendedfor ever+o guide 
her into #ll trunk. '(JdÞþ./14. 16. & 16, 
13.) when:charging aff creatures, «b- 
folurely,to believe'and obey herceach- 
ing ; denouncing (hell to chetn chat 
Should 
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should nor, aſſuring heaven to them 
thatthould (Aaz.16.16.) 

4. And how eaſilie, how ſoon» had 
a Word been ſpokenof it, in ſome one 
or other of theſe occaſions : For ex- 
ample, to have faid [Write the Golpel;z 
or, Teach Scripture; ore shall guide 
you into truth ; or, he that believes you 
( or the Church) teaching our of, or 
according toit, CFC. ] 

Nor can you ſay, he did, or might 
wean,that condition, though he named 
it not, For, beſides that this is proper- 
lie, that [adding to, and taking 
Gods word written, which $. John de- 
pounces that heavy curſe to (Apoc. 22. 
18.) by thi, no greater authoricie is 
given to the {, hurch (that City, or Houſe 
of God, of Which ſuch plorwus things are 


ſpoken in Scripture;)then mult be given 


toany Tinker, Woman, Childe, He- 
retick, nay to the yerie Devil himſelf; 
for we ought to believe him, teaching 
according to. Scripture. 

And certainlie, any man conſider; 
ing the multiplicitie of Seas in theſe 
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parts of Chriſtendom, and all ground- 
mg themſelves in Scripture, when he 
(the anthor and finisher of our faith,Heb. 
12.2.)never ſo much as mentioned ir,in 
order to Chriſtians,or his Law;may wel 
aſcribe it ro his ſingular wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, that he waved all mention of 
It : for, what would have been,had he e- 
yer referrdus to it, in any kinde what- 
ſoever ? Surely ,had he ever mentioned 
it inany of thoſe kindes abovenamed ; 
and-the New Teſtament, in the form 
wherein'it is; and the people, judges of 
the ſenſe of it : he had lefr his Church, 
in amore defe&iye, and miſerable con- 
dition, then ever any Prince, or Law- 
giver, left Common-wealth. 


6. 3. Of the. «Afts. 


' No'lefle ſtrange is the. filence of 
the Hiſtorie of the Primitive Charch. 

1.It was written purpoſely for a record 
of whatthe Apoſtles G :d,in order to the 
good of religion, molt importing poſte- 
rity to be recorded: Among which cer- 


fainly nothing can importus more then 
| what 
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what they did, int planting , enings 


and declaring the means for teac 
ing it, after their deceaſe, throughout 
all future ages. '* 
2. Nor could anything, more, or 
more early, deſerve and require their 
induſtry, and ſollicitude, then the pro- 
viding, and ſettling the means; con- 
ſidering (among other reaſons) their 
own mortality. It cannot be therefore, 
but if a /Yr:ting, or Book, were to be it; 
one of their firſt cares anddiligences 
would have been imployed , in pro- 
curing it to be written (the old Scri- 
pture being improper to this purpoſe;) 
declaring and recommending it for 
ſuch, to Paſtors , and people; cauſing 
copies of it to be tranſcribed, and di- 
ſperſed over the world ; ſecuring ſome 
original of it,,in Jeruſalem, eAntveh, 
Rome , or other ſafeſt City ; tranfla- 
ting it into vulgar Languages, for 
the uſe of the common' people z  de- 
livering it to Presbyters at. their 
Ordinarion, as the eMarter, and 
Rule of their teaching : finally, canſing 


recor 
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record tobe made of what they didin 
it, either within the book it ſelf, or in 
the hifFory of their Acts (nothing poſsi- 
ble tobe written of chem, being ofthe 
thouſand part of that concernment for 
the knowledge of future ages, as 
this.) 

3. Ifthey negleRed,or deferred the 
domg any thing in it, for ſome years at 
firſt, whiles together in healch, ar li- 
berty, and the Teachers all of one 
minde; yet afterward, when they fa 
S. Iames beheaded, and S. Peter (with- 
outa miriculous reſcue) like to have 
been ſo too ( As 22.1.)when they ſaw 
SeRs ſpringing up apace>ſo as there was 
need of holding a Council, to decide 
the controverſie( 4. 1 g.2.)when,rhar, 
was like to be the laſt time of cheir ever 
meeting together in theworld;when ad- 
monivhed by that example, how ſeaſon- 
able and neceſſary it then was, for them 
to ſettle and declare he judge and guide 
of faith (if to be any other then the 
Church :) how conld they delay any 


longer to do ſomething in it? or i = 
did, 
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did, the Hiſtorian not thinking it worth 
the writing. | 
4. He could note the great zeal and 
pains, of Perer and - Pawl, in w/aring 
the Churches ; confirming then, /eauing 
among them the decrees of the ( hurch to 
keep; ordaining Paſtors to feed, and 
guide them; /iratting thoſe Paſtors, 
for the diſcharge of their office after 
their death) recommending and naming 
tothemthe proper and fufhcient means 
to thatiend: ( Atts $:3 2., & 14+ 21,23. 
& 15-36. & 16.4. & 20, 20,28.32.) 
what occaſions were theſe, for him to 
have ſai ſomerhing of whar they did 
in wrirmg” Scripture, or diſtributing it 
to:the Churches for to keep, or recom- 
mending it to the Paſtors for to teach ? 
eſpecially, | when they came ſo neer to 
it, as to recommend them, rhe Word of 


| God's grace? Adds 20:32. 


gy. And. yer: afore che finisbing of 
this Hiſtory, chere. were written (be- 
hdeS: Lakg's own) two of the Goſpels 
(S. <Mathew's and S. e Mark's) moſt 
of $. Pawl's Epittles; and ſome of them 
written 
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written in thatvery Czey,and at that yery 
time, when he was with S. Pawl as 4 
14. 2 Tim-4;11.) and(asislikely)wri- 
cing this Hiſtory; yet he takes no no- 
tice at all of chem. 


$. 4. Of the Epiſtles.  '. + 
Moſt ſtrange of all, is the eLpoftles 
own (fence, m their Epiſtles. 

1. They were vvritten, ſome tothePa- 
ſtors;lome to the people; to give them 
the beſt advices 'and inftry&ions they 
could, either for them in preſent, orro 
be lefr upon record, for all Paſtors, and 
people in futare ages- Among which 
none could be more important, then to 
declare and recommend to them, the 
Guide and Rule of Religion after theic 
own. deceaſle. | 

2. And how frequent, how proper 
occaſions had they to have named the 
Scripture for it,if itwere to be? Name- * 
ly ; when, adviſing the: Paſtorsto teach 
the Word ; naming: the matter! they 
were tdteach; [the rulethey vere to 
| teach by; and coming ſo neer the Scri- 
pture,as to cal it [zhe Word of truth,e&c.] 
| I Tims, 
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1 Tim.1.3.2Tim.1.13.@ 2.15. 0.4. 
2. Tit.2.1, &c. when, deſcribing,and 
enumerating the qualifications of the 
Teachers (1Tim.2. 2.7 ©.1.7.) & what 
was to be commirted to'-them, in their 
Ordination , to teach (2 Tm. 2. 2.) 
when monishing the people touching 
falſe Teachers, and giving the marks 
whereby to know them ( Rom. 16. 17. 
2 Theff.3.6. 1 10h.q.2.6.) when char- 
ging them abſolntely[to obey their Paſtors, 
follow their faith , recesve their teach- 
ing as God's word, With. the meekne(s 
of new born babes, Heb. 13. 7. Iam. 
1.21. 1 Per.2,2.) when, naming rhe 
rule of faith (Rom-12.6.) the pround 
fe (it Tw.3.15.) the means left 
y Chriit for the perfetting of the 
Saints (Ephel. 4. 11. ) finally, when 


naming the' end vvherefore Scri- 


pture vyas given -; God, and to 
which 'it is- profitable, 2 Timorh. 3. 
I6. 

3. And hoy eaſily, how ſoon, had ic 
beennamed, in one or other of theſe - 
occalions ? For example; to have ſaid, 
to 
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to Timothy, or Tins [Teach Scripture 3 
or, according toit, &c')] or to the peo- 
ple, [ Prove all things by Scripture 3 
or, Make #: your rule, or guide; or, 
Obey your Paſtors, teaching out of, or - 
according to zz; or, it was given, Or, is: 

rofitable that the (hriflian man may 
be perfeR, &c. ] 

4- Acleaſt, they might have given 
the people ſome advice or encourage- 
ment (in plain words) read it ſame- 
times; or the Paſtors, ſome charge 
to read it ſometimes to them. 

5. Nor was it of forgetfulneſs, that 
they balked the giving theſe jnſtructi- 
ons. For.in their Epiſtles to the Pa- 
ors, they could well remember to ad- 
viſe and encourage them to give dili- 
genceto the readingit: (1 Tim. 4.13, 
2 Tim.3.16.) andin ſome Epiltles, to 
ſome Churches, to charge the reading 
of ſome particular Epiſtles,in ſome par- 
ticular Congregations, once (1 The. , 
5.27. (01.4. 16.) and S, Peter could 
once take occaſion to ſpeal. of his bro- 
ther Paul's Epiſtles, and by.that occa- 

ſton, 


, nough to ſcare any one (eit 
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ſion, of Scripture in general; but what 
he ſaith of it, is ſo far from enconra- 
ging people to read it (much leſs, to 
make it their guide or = as It Is E- 
er people, 
or Divines) from meddling with ir , 
without a good znterpreter. ( 2 Pet 
3.16.) | 
| 6, Some of theſe Epiltles were writ- 
ten by them, when now ready to be of- 
fered (2 Tim.4.6. 2 Pet. 1.14.) by S:. 
Tohn, when now 1 00. year old, and all 
the other Apoſtles dead, and (perhaps) 
rotten long afore, and he ſaw \ Chur- 
ches round about him fwarming with 
Seas, and wrote to that end chiefly,to 
confirm .Catholicks in faith, and nou- 
rish them againſt Sets, and shew them 
the beſt means and way to diſcern and 


, avoid them. Nor could he but know * 


in what a{ad condition, the ſacred wri- 
tings were hike to be left by him. Some, 
corrupted by Hereticks ( Apoe.22.18.) 
ſome,counterfeit (2 Thefl. 2.1.) ſome, 
uncertain (Luk. 1.1.) ſome, loſt (vid. 
infr. C-5 .arg. 9.4.4.)ſome in one Coun- 

p tre), 
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trey, ſome in another ( perhaps 500. 
miles aſunder 3) not ſo much as a Ca- 
talogue of rheir names, or number, &c. 
yer he left the world, as the relt had 
done afore him,withour any leaſt men- 
tion of the New Teſtament (orany part 
of it, more then what he wrote him- 
ſelf ; or thaz,as to any office of teaching 
Religion.) 


CHAP.II, 


Vrging the ſecond eArgument, 
[ Scripture , not for the people. ] 


Y ſecond reaſon is; becauſe 
Was never ordained, or meant», 0 


much as for the peoples reading ( fur- 
ther then the ( hurch should ſee expe- 
dient to permit it) but given into the 
hand of the Church, for her to teach 
it to them; and to be an inſtrument 
helpful to her in her office of teach- 
ing. As is manifeſt. For, 


I, When 


| . 
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1. When God Almighty had wric- 


ten the ten Commandments ( the firſt 
piece of Scripture that was written 3) 
though it were the plaineſt , both for 
ſtile, and matter, and moſt proper and 


uſeful for the people , and to be the - 


principal part of their Carteciſm * yet 
he delivered it not to them, but to 
Moſes with theſe words, expreflely de- 
claring the whole intent of, it as to the 
people, [7 give thee the Law which 1 
have written, that thou maiſt teach it to 
them, Exod. 24, 12.] 

2. In like manner, when e Moſes 
had written the Law, he delivered it 
not to the people, ( though the whole 
—_— were then preſent afore him in 
Aiſembly,) but ( finally, or ſupremely) 
unto Joſuah, or Eleazar (the one, chief 
Ruler or Paſtor, in ordinary ; the other, 
in extraordinary,) with theſe words, 
expreſſely declaring the whole intent 
of it; as to the people, and the righethey 
were to have toit. Arthe end of every 
ſeven years , thou Shaltread this, &c.] 


Deur. 31. 9. 
G3 3. This 
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3. This copy, delivered by e Moſes 
into the High-Prieſts hand, was there 
ro remain,withour any one to have a co- 
py of (for ought appears) until there 
Should be a King (who was to share the 
ſupream office with the High-Prieſt) 
who was not to be in yoo. years after 
and he was to Write him a copy of<gt, ont 
of that which Was before the Prieſts , 
(Deut. $7.19.) | 

4. In their cuſtody it remained 
(2 Chron. 17.9. Neb. 8.1.) without 
any copy of it, for certain,in all the land 
of //rael, after Teroboam's ſchiſm( 2 Chr. 
15.3.) and if not after, moſt likely nor 
afore; for we do not finde that he med- 
dled ar all with the Bible ; and but one, 
in the Church of Iwdah, until after 
the Caprtvity; to wit, that inthe Prieſts 
cuſtody in = Temple; as should ſeem 
by the great matter was made of the 
finding ir, when it had been loſt ſome 
years and by /oiah's proceeding there- 
upon to a Reformation by it,which afore 
it ſeems he could nar, -for want of -it, 
2 Chron.34.14&Cc. 

The 
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If1 
; Theſame may.be ſaid for the ew 
Teſtament. For 
1. $. Jobn's eApocalypſe (the onely 
book of it written by command) was ex- 
preſſely written tothe Angel(orPaſtor) 
of the Churches to which ic was to be 
ſent; and to him alone, immediately , 
Apoc. 2.1, &c- 
2. His Goſpel was likewiſe without all 


| | Haga delivered by him to ſome Pa- 


ors, to be by them tranght and pub- 
liched, as appears by their teſtimony to 
Its (loh.2 l 24.) 

3. Three of S. Paxls Epiſtles for 
certain were written to Paſtors alone, 
(the firſt and ſecond to Timothy, and 
that to Tus :). and very probably, a 
fourch,.to Philemon, whom he calls his 
fellow labeurer,( Phil. 1.) 

4. So.were allo, probably, S. Lukes 
Goſpel, and As : Theophilus to whom: 
they were dedicated, being by ſome 
ancient Writers ſaid to have been a 
Bisbop. 

'F- Two'orher of .S; Paul's Epiſtles, 
thaugh dedicated to (hurches,yer were Þ 

| G 4 delivered 


If2 The Proteſiant tr.1.p:4.C.2. 


delivered immediately into the hand of | 
the Paſtor, to be by him read to the 
people; or elſe thar charge of reading © 
them to them, had been ſuperfluous, 
(91.4.16. 1Theſſ. f.27. So, in his 
hand, they remained alſo after the 
reading, and at his diſcretion, whe- 
ther he would read them rhe ſecond 
time 3 and much more, whether per- 
mit any of the people copies of them. 
And by parity of reaſon, the ſame is to 
be inned of the other Goſpels, and 
'Epiſtles,dedicated co Chwrches,or with- 
out dedication, | 

But what need I prove it thus, by 
inferences, and preſumptions? When 
the text affirms ir expreſſely , that 
the Scripture was written purpoſely 
for the Church, and: ( immediately.) 


for her alone; to be an inſtrament in «;- 


' her hand for teaching the people, 
and furthering and helpful to her, 
for the better diſcharge of her of- 
fice. 
6. So faith $. Paul touching his'Epi- - 
ſtle to Timorhy [ Theſe things 'Wrae 
1 
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1 wnto. thee, that thou maiſ! know how 
thou oughteſt to behave thy ſelf in the 
Church which is the oround of truth. 
1 Fim. 3.1F. 

7.Nay touching the whole Scripture, 
univerfally [+[ Scriptare s given by 
God, and is profitable, for dotirine , 
7c. that the man of God, &c.] thart is, 
[The whole Scripture, is given by 
God, uncothe Paſtor, andis profita- 
ble, to this end, to furnish him per- 
fealy, for doQrine, reproof, corre- 
ion, inftrution of the people in 
righteouſneſs (as you call it,) and for 
every other good work, proper or 
pertaining: to his ftunion.] 2. Tim.3. 
16, I 7- 


CHAP. IIT. 


Vrgmg the third Argument. 
[Scripture not proper, &c.] 


Y third Reaſon is; Becanſe 

[ it is not proper to give the 

firſt inſtruftion ( vvbich is the firſt, 
5 INCOM- 


- 1 beFvoreftant tQr.1.p.4.C.3. 
incomparably priecpal, and moſt ne- 
ceſlary at of Teaching.) As ap- 
pears 3 


1. From that of S$. Paul, [ How hall | | 


(any one) believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? or hear , without a 
Preacher? Rom. 10.14.] 

2. From that of S. Peter, [The un- 
learned Wriſt the Scripture to their 
deſtrufion, 2 Petr.3.16.] Therefore, 
to aprofitable and ſafe uſe of it, it re- 
quires arid ſuppoſes a reader ſomewhat 
pre-inſtruted in Religion. : 

3- From the form of it; becauſe 
not Carechiſtical ; but Hiſtorical , 
&C. 

4. From the dedication of all the 
books in it vyhich have any ; vvhich 
15 not to any, but either Paſtors ,' or 
Catholick Churches (the Romans, Co- 


ranthians, &c.) or at leaſt , Catholick «/ 


perſons, Walking in the truth, (2 Toh. 4.) 
«= 33, 
5. From the ſtile of it, vid. nf. c. 
<- $3 

6. From diyers paſſages in it, ex- 
'  prellely 
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preſly ſuppoſing the reader, one need- 
ing no cazechi/ing (1 Ioh.2.20,27.) In- 
fomnch as they check :ſome, in the 
Churches theyyvrote to, for needing 
it. (Heb. .12.) nay, they ſuppoſe him 
one not needing neceſſarily any inſtru- 
Aion(Luk.1.4-Rom.1g.14. 1 Cor.1-5. 
Col. 3.16,&c.) And therefore declare, 
the end. of. their vvriting ( thoſe thar 
declare any) tobe, notro teach Cate- 
chiſtical , or Fundamental doQrines » 
but the higher perfeing , myſteries, 
(1 Cor.3.1.. Heb.6.1.) toexhort, ad- 
monish, ſtir up to remembrance,  en- 
courage , cothfort , eſtablish , recifie 
ſome errours , and abuſes creptin a- 
mong them 3 to givethe Paſtors ſome 
advices, and ſuch like ends,pertaining 
ro doctrine Conceonatory, or perſetting, 
( Luk.1.4- 10h. 20.31. 1 Cor. 11.23. & 
15-2, 1 Thefſ.4-1,9. & 2.15. 1 Tim.3. 
15. Heb.13.22.2Pet.1.12.0 3.1. Jude 3. 
e-7poc.3.2. &@ 3.3»Oc- 

Conſequently, it is ſo far from being 
uſeful, or intended to teach us (Da- 
arinally, or Catechiſtically) the _— 

of 


"8 
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of our Creed, the form of Church- 
Government , VVerchip » SACTaments , 
ec. aSit is bur mcidently, and ( as 1 it 
were) by accident, that it mentions 
any thing of them. . 


CHAP. IV. 


Vrging the fourth argument. 
[Scripture not the principal, 


Fourth Reaſon is; Becauſe ſit 
xs not the principal, as to the ejject 
of reaching, but onely an  infirument, in, 
the hand of the (harch, 2s one of her 
Scholars. And conſequently :mproper, 

but as in their hand, to give any Chri- 
flian, yea or Divine, ſo much as his 
perſetting ;inſtru&ion. And I $hall 


give four proofs for ir. 
$.1. Scripture for the (hurch. 


The firſt shall be; Becauſe [ the 
Church Was not ordained for it, but it for 
her , as at's end, to be belpful, and 
furthering to her, in , and for the bet- 
ter 
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ter diſcharge of hey office. ] As is proved 
ſnpra. cap.2, 


$.2. Nor proper to ( atechiſe, 

The ſerond ; becauſe (as appears by 
the former Chapter ) it #s not proper to 
give the firſt inſtruftion. Conſequently, 
nor the ſecond , but to him the firſt 
right. For, the firſt inſtruction, gives 
us our firſt, and tranſcendent rule, 
potion, or inſtrument, by which we 
meaſure , and judge of all things we 
read or hear of afterward (generally 
ſpeaking) in Religion. Conſequent- 
ly, one falſe” principled , is in as bad, 
(nay, many times worſe) a condition, 
or underſtanding Scripture, then a 
novice : as the eye is more deceived 
uſing afalſe ſpeQacle, then none ar all; 
and one that hath a wrong dire&ion 
given him, is ( mapy times) worſe, 
for finding the way,” then he that hath 
none at all. Now, for giving men their | 
firſt inſtrution right; no means (pre- 
cedent to Scripture) is imaginable, but 
the Church, v” 


Or: w. 
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Or briefer, thus ,' Becauſe it ſup- 
poſes its reader, a Catholick, And 
therefore cannot be proper for any 
one's ule, but a Cuik ol ' fg 
$. 3- [Vans ſenſe and reaſon.} 
The'third (and vyhich , though, I 
name it here onely, is of as much, or 
more> torce, in giving the firſt inſtruQi- 
on; ) becauſe. it vvants underſtanding, 
and ſenſe; faculties, abſolutely necel- 
ſary to diſcharge the office of teaching. 
Becauſe, . 
1. Every oneis of a ſeveral capacity, 
rank,or form(as I may call it)in knovv- 
ledge ; ſo as vvhat 1s Faineo one .1s 
dark to another. And vve are all, by 
nature (1 Cor. 2.11.) dull of hearing, 
inſpiritual things ( Heb. g,11.)and ve- 
ry apt ts underſtand them in carnal 
ſenke (as vve ſee in I sodemns, (Toh. 
3.4.) the vyowan of Samaria (Toh. 4, 
x5-) the Capernalites ;(7o4.6.52,) yea, 
' after vve have been a good yvhule in 
Chriſt's School, to think vve under- 
ſtand them as vve ought, vvhen (God 
knovys) many times very forrily and 
ErITOnEC- 
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erroneoully (as yve ſee in the Apoſtles 
themſelves. Mar. 13.36. Luk, 24-45. 
eAtt.1.6.) And therefore that vyhich 
is to zeach, mult be able to conſider the 
ſcholars need, capacity, and apprehen- 
ſions, and accordingly to fit his inſtru- 
&ion to every one ſeverally; to one 
thus, to another thus 3 to babes milk, to 
men ſtronger meat. (1Cor.3.1. Heb.y. 
11-) Andto that end, muſt be ableto 
be interrogated by the ſcholar (. Mar. 
13-36. Lu-2.46. As 2.37.0 8.34.) 
Jos if need be, again and again, until 
e underſtand the inſtruction aright 
and fully as he ought: yea, andtoin- 
terrogate him too, to ſee if he do. 

2. Again, every one isof a levyeral 
calling, quality , humor, ſtate of ſoul, 
or conſcience, degree in vertue, &c. | 
So, that, which is uſeful counſel, or 
doarine to one, is impertinent to 
another ; nay, vyhatis one mans meat, 
is ofren anothers. poyſon, For, many 
vices, are like vertues, and contrari- * 
ly vertues like vices, ſo as it is very 
apt for men, vvithout good judge- 


ment : 
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ment and experience in ſuch matters 
(Heb. 5.14.) to miſtake one for the 0- 
ther. And H. Scripture relares many 
things done //, by Saints; well, by 
wicked men, without giving judgement 
which was well, which ill done; fo as it 
will be very eafte to erre in making it a 
rule by itſelf. Beſides, the extreams 
come very. neer another , that which 
parts them , many times no broader 
then the edge of a rafor, nay, vertue 
muſt be many times compos'd of ſome- 
what of each extream duty tempered 
(eMat.10.16.)Belides,caſes are alte- 
red by circumſtances; ſo as what is 
ſound do&rine in one caſe, may in 
another, by the alteration of ſome one 
circumſtance (imperceptible to an or- 
dinary or unexperienced. judgement) 
be falſe and pernitious. And thefe 
circumſtances; varying caſes,are of that 
anfinite variety, as they are incompre- 
henfible within any. written rule, al- 
thongh ir should confiſt of more va- 
lIames then the world. contain, And 
therefore that: which is to guide or 
direct 
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dire& us in-matters of practice or con> 
ſcience, muſt be able to confi der,and 
judge of the per/on, and cafe, in all 
its circumFftances, and apply his coun- 
ſel and reſolution to eyery one ſeveral- 
ly (which S- Paxl calls [rightly divs- 
ding the word, 2 Tim.2.25.] To Sout- 
- aters .one counſel, to Merchants ano- 
ther. (S. Lu. 3-10.) To new veſſels, 
one ſort of wine; to o/4, another. 
waa 17.) To render fouls, one 
ort of dofrine-[the Lord 1s ſweet ro al 
&c.Pfal.n14 5.9.) to preſumpimoasones 
another [/: is a fearful thing ro falling 
.the hands of the living God. Heb.10,31.) 
In one caſe to fay [how maiſt not bow 
down, to, or = any 1dol,} in another, 
thou maiſt, 2 King: g'. 18.) Inone caſe, 
tolay [chow maift not' do any work onthe 
Sabbath,] inatother, [1how mas/]; Mar. 
12.5;] : And to this end,. muſt be a» 
ble to be interrogated by his conſulter 
(Mat. 19. 3. & 22.17. 1 Cor. 9.1.) 
yea'again.andagain.if need be (Mas. 
19. /7-):! -For:, many times the refo- 
lutiog"to one [queſtion | begets no 
| an 
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.and new doubts : yea, and to interro- 
gate him too, to feet he. underſtand 
the reſolution arjght ; -and to.proceed 
with him-till he do. For weare apt, 
T__ paſsion, intereſt, ſelf-love,&c, 
to miltake,not onely the caſes, but their 
. .teſolution too. | 

3-'Again, every,one hath different 
Principles, - or notions in his -under- 


ſRandiog,. whereby he judges of things 


differently from another, and isapt ro 
Interpret the Scripture, or doGrine of 
the-Church; to be for his opinion, or 
ſenſe ; and hence: arife Seas. - When 
therefore -aty controverſie is on foot, 
needing decifion, the judge muſt of ne- 
ceſsity be able to hear and weigh what 
is.alledged & proved on both fides,and 
thereupon to - give: ſentence + in-{uch 
manner, -asthe'partieslitigant, iand all 
other dw. 7 may» and uritilthey 
do{(without (their. own pervicacy be'in 
fault) know and underſtand-for which 
dids.it is given and: ſoi-ceaſe further 
rife touching it. Nay,,many times the 
very ſentence it ſelf will beget fiew cor- 
troverſies 
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o- J troverſies touching its ſenſe, requirin 
d | another ſentence , and that another 
d &c. and ſo, the judge- muſt be able, 
t, | (from time totime -as there is occai- 
-, !] on) to explicate even his own ſen- 
ir | rence. 
ji-Þ Other reaching then this, is a 
at meer Chymera ; deviſed by-the De- 
I- vil, and his inſtruments , co delude 
$ ſouls. 
= Now 2his therefore the Scripture is 
of no way proper of, or by it ſelf alone : 
i -| becauſe it 1s void. of, theſe, faculties; 
n for it ſazth nothing (in ſpeech properly 
t, | ſocalled:) andwhar it /arth (inits kinde 
2. of ſpeech, Rom. 4.3.) or God, in, or 
at | byir; is no more then mwre letter, or 
d word ; and ſo, one, and the ſame, to 
h every reader. And fo the reader(with- 
11 { out ſome one to interpret that wwte | 
y | word) mayealily think it ſpeaks to him» | 
n | Or his caſe, when it is to another, or | 
h | faith ach a thing (in ſenſe) whenit | 
x | doth the conirary. E 
: | _ 
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$. 4. Not Plain. Proved firſt, from 
2 Pet. 3.16. 


The fourth reaſon ; becanſe z: is nor 

lain, no not in fundamentals ( as you 

call them) Wirhout the Church for irs in- 
rerpreter. 

And for this, needs no other proof, 
but ro shew you the Sefs now afore 
your eyes in England, and betwixt 
Divmes, even your /earned#, and in 

oints fundamental (it any may be cal- 
oy fo, but theſe, that there is a God, a 
Chriſt, a Scrip, ure.) 

"But $hall give you three proofs for 
it, -ont of Scripture it ſelf, _ 

The firſt, shall be that ſpeech of 
'S. Peter, [The unlearned wreſt Pagl's 
epiſtles, as they do other Scrip*ures al: 
=, wnto their" aWn deſiruttion; 2 Pet, 
3.16. ] 

Spoken, no doubt , of Chrif;ans, 
and ( ar leaſt) paſt their (arechs/we 3 
nay» (its very probable ) of Devines, 
and them alone. My reaſon is, becauſe 
1s not like,he would have called them 
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whoſe duty, or calling it is not, to be [ 
learned [the unlearned,) but rather [the 
ſimple, or ignorant}. 

And it iS in charity and reaſon,to be 
ſuppoſed, they (whoever he ſpake of, 
if Chriſtians) read it with a love of the 
with, and deſire to finde ir there, and 
of a godly intent to promote themſelves 
in knowledge; and piety ; and not with- 
out humble and hearty prayer to God, 
to give them his H.Spirit ro illuminate 
them rothe underſtanding of it. Yet, 
preſuming to expound it tothemſelyes 

without the means apponted by God 

or its interpterer.)their prayer,and di- 
ligence, was abominable to him, and 
therefore they left by him to ſtrong i/lu-' 
ſions of the Devil, in miſunderſtanding 
of it ; and thar, in points fundamental z 
for in no other, can damnable error be 
committed, 

Nor will it help tofay, he ſpeakes 
not of all things in Scripture 5 but ſome 
onely, For, there being no Catalogue 
given of choſe ſome ; nor rule, or mark. 
for diſcerning them from the other > 
an 
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and all people being apt to think thoſe 
things true, and plain in Scripture , 
which they have been bred up inthe 
; belief of: his ſpeech is in effec, as if 
he had ſaid indefinitely, [The things in 
Scripture are hard to be underſtood, but 
by the learned. As if a Phyſician,should 
& of a book of pills, [xz this are 
ſome pulls, which the unskilful miftake to 
the poyſoning themſelves ;] it would 
be, in effe&. asto ſay, [The pills in it, 
are dangerous to be uſed, but by the thal- 
ful.] 


F. 5. Canſes inthe ſtile. 

The ſecond, $hall be a demonſtra- 
tion. from the cauſes (not all, but a few 
of the principal, and moſt common and 
obvious; which are partly, in the ſtile, 
partly in the form. _ 

Thoſe I shall name in the Ze; 
are, 

x. Thatithe ſenſe of it, is ſometimes 
proper, ſometimes fignrairve, and often 
(without aninterpreter)unevident whe- 
ther, in fundamental points (or, impore- 
ing toſalvation;) for Isball be careful 

not 
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not to inſtance in any other. For in-+ 
ſtance; in theſeſpeeches, [This 5s my 
body.) VV hoſe fins ye for give. 

2, It hath ofcentimes divers proper 


ſenſes, to wit , leral ». and, mySical : 


and ſometimes unevident whether,e. g. 
in this ſpeech [ Eſas have I hated , 
Rom.9.13.] 1 

3. It hath oftentimes divers literal 


ſenſes; towit, prophane (or grammati- 
cal) and: Eccleſiaſticial.. And ſometimes. 
unevident whether ; e.g. inthisſpeech-. 


[ Vot as Lords over cleron, 1 Pet.g-3.] 
whether cleron (ignifie Clergie, or He- 
ritage.. 


.4- Ic hath; ofcentimes divers, gram.” 
matica{ ſenſes; and ſometimes .unevi- . 
dept whether be it.; e.g, in chis ſpeech 


[Thou art Petros, Mat. 1 6.18. Jwhether 


Petros, (ignifie Peter, orarock, And 
in this [E/a#have 1. hated :] whether. 
[hated] .mean 2 poſitgue averſion, or; 
onely, a or,.or/ef3 loving (as it ſome--, 


times means (Dewt.21.15-) 
F- Ir.abounds with phraſes proper xo 
the H, Ghoſt, and terms of Art in Theg. 
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logie 3 which therefore wichour ſome 
Maſter in that ſtlence to interpret them 
to us,are no better then ſo much Greek, 
or Gbrich ; eſpecially, becauſe the 
writers, ſuppoſing the reader a Carho- 
lick (underſtanding the language of the 
Church, took no care to explicate 
them, or annex a Difonar y. 

Nor can you ſay, their ſenſe may be 
found our in time, by it alone and an 
underſtanding reader, by conſidering 
the occaſion, ſcope, coherence of che 
«12 iewith the other, &c. 

ecauſe, 

I. In ſome there is neither occaſion, 
ſcope,'nor coherence viſible; e.g. in 
theſe [Shall he finde fanth? Luk. 18.8. 
Quench not the Spirit, 1 Thell. 5. 
20 


2, Some, are never uſed but once, 
e.g. theſe [He halt be in danger 4 4 
Conncel, Mart.5.22. The fin apainſt the 
Son of mans aud the H. Ghoſt, Mat. 1 2. 
31.T he word Was made flesh, Toh. 1.14. 
Retaining fins, Toh. 20. 23. Saving by 

fire, 1 Cor. 3.I5.] &c. 


- _ 


3. Some 
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3. Some, are alike dark in all places; 
e.g. Binding, and loſing, Mat.16.19. & 
18.18. Delivering 10 Saran, 1 Cor.5.x. 
1 Tim. 2.20.7] 

4. Few of them, but in d#&vers places, 
| have divers ſenſes 3 and many times un- | 
evident whether or no; andif; whe- 
ther be it : e.g. Faith, in theſe, Mat. 1 7. 
19. Ln.18.8. Act.19, 9. Rom. 14.23. 
1 Cor. 13.2. Baptiſm, Mar. 3.6,1 1,Mar. 
10.38. As 1.5. 1 Cor.I5.29. Impoſe- 
tron of hands, Mat. 19.15. Act.$.17.& 9g. 
17.& 13.3.1Tim.4.14-& $.22.Heb.6 
1. Buhop, AR. 20.28.Phi.1.1, Tit.1. 7. 
Presbyter, A@&.11.30.&15.2,& 20.20. 
1Tim.4.14.& F-1,22-1Pet- 5 .1.Elettion 
or elef. Mat.20.16- & 24.24 IPer.1-I. 
$;n,Rom.5.12.& 5.17.1Toh.1.8. & 3. 
8. Juſlification, Rom. 2. 13. &8. 33. 
VYorks, Rom. 4.2. lam. 2.21. 

5.Some of themſeem to ſame Divines 
to have divers ſenſes in divers places;zto- 
others,bur one in all: e.o.this name[zhe 
Church:] uponrthe true ſenſe whereof, 
depends (in fine )all faith & religion,& 
conſequently the ſalvation of all man- 
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kindezand yet there among your learn- 
edſt Teachers, as many differing de- 
finitions of it almoſt as there.areT each- 
ers; to ſpeak ſadly, as many as are de- 
viſeable dy the wit of man; and all pre- 
tending to Scripture. 

6. Finally (and which is of greateſt 
difficulty, to the Interpreter, and dan- 
ger to the (20: Catholick) reader ;) the 
words of it, intheir proper, and Gram- 
ma:acal ſenſe, are often times repugnant 
to themſelves : ſoas it is necetlary, in 
the one place, to forſake it for another 
#mproper,to the end to reconcile it with 
other; and many tzmes unevident;whe- 
ther of them is to give the law of ſenſe 
to the other 3 and. what that ſenſe is 
which isto reconcilethem. Inſtances 
hereof you will ſee divers anon : mean 
time theſe mayſerve[God haraned Pha- 
raoh's heart, Gen. 7.3. God tempts no 
man, lam.1.13. Again, The fin againſt 
the H. Ghoſt shall never be forgiven , 
Mar.12.31. Come unto me all that are 
heavy laden,and 1 Will refresh you, Mar. 
11.28. ] 


6.6. 


- 
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$.6. The. firt cauſe i the form's 
[Stragling.? 

Thoſe I shball name in the form, shall 
be but two. 

. The one; that often times it delivers 

the rule, ancompleatly, and ftraglingly : 
part in one place, .part in another ; and 
ſo, one muſt be made up, by, or with 
the other. And ſometimes unevident, 
even to the learnedſt Divines (with- 
out theChurche's shewing, )which,and 
how many texts, appertain to the com- 
pleating of it. For inſtance. 

One place relates how Abraham Was 
juſtified by faith, (Gen. 11 5.6.) another, 
how by offering his ſon, (Gen-22.16.) 
now ſapply (as S.James ſaith ; you, ren- 
der it, flfil) che one Scripture with the 
other, as he there shews you the art of 
it Jam, 2.23.) and they. give you the 
true dodrine of juſrficarton z otherwile, 
taken apart, but apart of it, 

Again; inone place, our ſweet Sa- 
viour promiſes, be Wl reſresh all pent- 
rent ſinners that come to him, Mat.11.28. 


In another, he inſtiruces and declares 
H 2 the 
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the means, by which he vvill tefresh 
them ; to vvit, the word of Prieitly ab- 
ſela'ion, Toh. 20.21. Now ſupply the 
former place yvith rhe later, = they 
will give you the crue groundof hope 
of remiſsion of fins upon your going to 
Chriſt, vvith ſorrovy and confelsjon of 
them : othervviſe,in ſtead of hope, de- 
lude yon into damnable preſumptior. 
6.7.The ſcond cauſe[repugnancy.] 
The other (and mainelt of all) is; 
that ordinarily, vvhat ir ſaich 4n one 
place, it gain-fairh in another, in Words, 
taken intheir proper Grammar ſenſe, 
and in all ſenſe imaginable, ſoſeeming- 
ly, as the beſt Divines have many 
times their hands full to reconcile 
them ; and the comparing places, con- 
fidering the ſcope,coherence,&c.is of- 
tentimes ſo unſerviceable to that end, 
as it rather inflames the difficulty. Nay, 
it creates works enough ſometimes for 
che Church her ſelf to do it; and in one 
aze She gets one ſtep tovvard jt, per- 
haps three or four ages more, ere she 
get another;ſq as she hath not yet done 
it 
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itin all, in that perfef# manner, as per- 
haps she 'may hereafrer, vvhen God 
shall give her more light. And inthoſe 
She hath reconciled; the certainty (as 
to #5) of the truth of the reconcilement, 
comes not from any evidence of the 
thing, bur onely from the authority of 
the Interpreiey, Nor is it always pol- 
ſible to be done, no not by her, by any 
means » rule , or help of interpretation, 
to be found in Scripture ; but she mult 
pray in aid trom her own ſer;ſe, or pra- 
ice. Tonameatew initance among 
many. 

I. In one piace, [The Lord he ir God, 
one Lord ; no Lord beſide him, Deur. 4- 
45. & 6.4.) In other [ The Gods 
(Elohim) ſaid, Let ns make man, Gen. 
I.27.. The Lord rained from the Lord, 
'&c. Gen. 19. 24. Thee the onely God, 
and Whom tion haſt ſent, Jeſus Chriſt, 
Ioh.17.3. But one God, the Father, and 
one Lord leſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. $.6. Inthe 
name of the Father, the Son, and the H. 
Ghoſt. Mat.28-19. 7] 

2. Inoneplace [/1y Father, and 1 
| H 3 are 
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are one;loh.10.30, ] Inanother-[41y 
Father is greater then 1, Toh.14.28.you 
will ſay, chat was meant, in reſpect of 
his divers natures. True: but where's 
that, ſaid in Scripture ? 

3- Inone, [/f we ſay, me have noſin, 
we lye, 1 Toh. 1..8.} In other, [They 
Were both righteous before God, Walking 
in all the commandments of the Lori, 
blameleſs, Luk. 1.6. 1know nothing by 
my ſelf, 1 Cor.4-4. T he childe of God ſin- 
neth not, 1 Toh.3. 9] 

4-'In one, [ He that. 25 not With me, 15 
againſt me, Mat. 12. 30.] In another, 
[ He that is not againſt us , is for us, Luk. 
9.50.] | 

5. In one, [If [bear record of my 
ſelf, my record is not true, Toh.y.31. 
In another, [/t zs, Toh. $.14-) 

6, Inone, [Paul took T wnothy,. and 
circumciſed him, Acts 16.3.] Inano- 
ther,[ He that is errcumciſed,Chriſt shall 
profit him nothing, Gal. 5. 2.] 

7. In one, [ /f eAbraham Was 
juſtified by works, &c. Rom. 4.2.) In 
another, [/YVas not Abraham juſtified by 
works ? Iam.2.21.] 8, In 
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8. Inone, [fy loving kindeneſs will 
I mot uiterly take from him, my covenant 
Will I not | bar for any wickedneſ? of his 
children, &c. Plal.89. 33.] In the very 
next verſe, ET how haſt caſt off, and ab- 
horred thine eAnomted, thou haſt made 
void thy covenant with him, thou haſt pro- 
phaned his crown. &c.)] 

9. Inone, [There was given him a 
kingdom , that all nations shogld ſerve 
him, kts domanuon ts an everlaiting domi- 
nion,e&c.Dan.2.44.& 7.14.]In another, 
[V#hen the, Son of man comes, hall he 
finde fauth on the earth? Lu.18. 8. eAll 
the world Worslipped the Dragon, &c. 
Apoc. 13. 48. 

10. In ſome [Call upon me, in the day 


of trouble, and I will deliver thee, Plal. 


go-I5. Every one, that askes receives 
knocks and it Shall be opened un:0 you, 
Mat.7.7,8. Come unto me all, &c.. and 
I'wull refresh you; Mat.11.28.] VV hoſo- 
ever calls upon the name of the Lord, shall 
be ſaved, Rom. 10.13.] In other, [ /x 
the day of trouble they shall call upon me, 
aud 1 will lawgh at them,Pro.1.28.They 
H 4 came 
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came knocking, ſayms, Lord, open unto 
us. Bur he ſaid, {way from me, I know 

on not, Mat.25.11. Ye know how that 
afterward when Eſan World have inhers- 
red the bleſsing, he Was rejetted, findin 
no. place of repentance (in his father 
though he ſonght ut carefully with tears, 
Heb. t 2. 17. 

1 2. In ſome, [ Come unto me, all,&c. 
Mat.11. 28. The blood of. Teſius Chriſt 
cleanſes ms from all fn, 1 Toh. 7.9.) In 
other, [e711] manner of /in shall be for- 
£iven unto men, (upon their repen- 
rance 3) but the blaſphemy acainſ} the 
TT. Gho8#, never, Mat, 12. 31. Its im- 
poſrible for thoſe who were enlightned, 


Oc. if they hall fall away, to renew 


them again unto repentance, Heb. 6.4. 
To them that ſin Wilfully after knoW- 
ledoe of the truth, there remains no more 
ſacrifice for ſin, &c. Heb.10. 26.) 

 13- Inſome [To you, it is given to 
know the myſteries of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, but to them it is not prven, Mat.1 3- 
11. eManyarecalled, but few choſen, 
Mat. 20-16, The Lord added daily to 
the 


: 


&c.] Mat.22:24. 
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the Church, ſuch as chould be ſaved, AQ- 
2.47. As many as Were ordained to eter* 
nal life, believed, Att. 13.48. VVhons be 
did predeſftinate , them he called , &c. 
Rom. 8.30. Before the children had done, 
either good or evil, &c. Rom.g.11.] In 
other, Preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture, be that believes, and tis baptized, 
shall be ſaved, Mar. 16. 15. God Will 
hawve'all mento be ſaved, and come to the 
knowledge of the trath,t Tim.2. 4.Grve 
diligence to make your calling, and eleft- 
en ſure: for if, &e. 2 Pet.1.8.7 
$.8, Third proof, ſrom inſtances. 

'* The third, and laſt proof, shall be 


from rnFanees. 


1.Theold Teftament was not ſoplain, 
for that which we ( by reaſon we were 
taught it in our childehood) think it to 
be moſt plain for 3 that there are eAn- 
gels nnd Spirits, and a Refurrettion to 


ber] but that the Sadduces (great Di- 


vines then) denied them all ( As 23, 


$.) and had objeRions out of Scripture 
againſt chem, ſe Muſter, e Moſes ſaid, 


H s 2, Ic 
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2.It was not ſo plain(with S. Mathews 
Goſpel, added toit,) tor areſurreQion 
to be, at the end of the world ; bur that 
ſome; (and no doubt, Divines ; for at 
that time, few others were broachers 
of hereſies, Att 15.24. 20.32. Apoc, 
2,2,6.) ſaid; it Was pait already,2 Tim. 
2.19. Anopinion ſo' monſtrouſly ab- 
ſurd, as were it notin Scripture > 
ed, one would think it incredible any 
Should be ſo ftupid. And we may be 
ſure they ferched their proofs for it,out 
of Scripture. Forelle, neither conld 
they have had any colour for ſuch a 
wilde opinion, nor the impudence to 
broachit among Chriſtians, much leſs 
the ſucceſs, i overthrow the faith of 
aty, as they did of ſome. Which ex- 
ample , no doubt God Almighty pur 


. there on purpoſe to shew unto us, how 


that there is no conceit polsible to en- 
ter into mans brain ſo abſurd, or non- 
ſenſical, but SeCtaries will be able to al- 
ledge Scripture for it; yea-and with ſuc- 
ceſs too. Whereof we have an inſtance 
at preſent in another almoſt as non-ſen- 


ſical 
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fical a fancy as that was; viz. that 
Ant-Chriſt is come already, and is 4 
Chriſtian, nay, ſits in $. Peter's Chaz, 

3. The 53.Chapter of E£/ay was not 
ſo plain that Chriſt owght to ſuffer for our. 


* ſins; but that the Ennuch reading it, and 


no doubt with a very humble and pious 
heart lifred uptoGod co enlighten him, 
was glad to ask one who ſeemed to him 
an authorized interpreter of Scripture, 
[] pray thee of whom ſpeaks the Prophet 
this, c3e.] And being before aske by 
him, in the general, it he underſtood 
what he read ; readily anſwered,[ How 
can 1, except ſome man should puide me? 
Act. $.31,34. wherein the H. Ghoſt 
would, in that fir, and ozely (expreſs) 
example of a lay-man reading the Bi- 
ble, inſamate unto all ———— of itz 
with whar diſpoſition of ſoul they ought 
to read it, ro attain the true ſenſe of 
ir, 

4- It was not ſo plain (notw ithſtand- 
ing all $. Pax could urge out of it) for 
the abolitition of the Moſaical Law;but 
that divers of the primizzve Divines; 
yea 
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yea(as is probable)of chem upon whom 
the H. Ghoſt came down at Penticoſt ) 
found it, as ſeemed to them, plain to. 
the contrary, A@&,1p.1. And for cer- 
tain-ſo it was in expreſs words (vid. inf. 
ſome of che texts named in $.9-n.2.)nor 
were the Chriſtians of Antwch, after 
they had heard all that could 'be al- 
ledged from $. Paul for it, out of Scri- 
pture, able to know w hatto believe in 
it, without ſending to the ſypreme Jn- 
terpreter, the Church, AQ. 1 5.2. 
$.9. Inſtance, im the queſtion touching 
brift. 

I hall conclnde wich one notable in- 
{tance, which I $hall ſet forth alictle 
more particularly and at large, becauſe 
it chews moſt lively, nor onely how im- 

proper H. Berhpenee' 1s, to determine 
any, the moſt fundgmental, points of } 
faith,in the hand of any but a ( atholick. 
Teacher : but how pernicious an inſtru- 
ment it is in the hand of others (too 
much addi&ed co it,wich neglect of the 
Church)to lead them i to, and confirm 
tem in moſt damnable errors. 
The 
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ir 

The grand Controverſie of faith, at 
the time of our Saviours being upon. 
earth, was,YVhether he were the Chriſf? 
He ſentthem who doubted of ir, and 
were obſtinate againſt all other teſtt- 
monies to ſearch the Scriptmres (which 
they believed) as teſtifying of him (Ioh. 
5.39.) His adyerſaries, the Relers, in 
like maner, fent people to them, as 
teftifying againſt him [They ſaid to hims 
(XN wodemns, when they perceived him *' 
hang that way ;) eArt thou alſo of Ga- 
lilee? Search (the Scripture) &c. Jo. 
7. 52-] Nay, they were not able to 
bring any other arguments againſt 
bim , but what they brought out of 
Scripture. Inſomuch as it is certain, 
there was no one thing, whereby they 
more ſteeled their own and the Pug 
hearts againſt believing in him, then 
Scripture (as they underſtood it.) For 
inſtance ; 

[Some ſatds Thrs is the ( brift. Others 
ſaid; Hath not the Scriprure ſaid, &C. 
Ioh. 5.41.) | 

Again,faid they to the Officers when 
they 
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they ſaw them ſtaggered with the de- 
vineneſs of his dottrine, [Have any of 
the Rulers , or Phariſees believed on 
him?} Why, not they? O. forſoath, 
becauſe they knew the Law (the Scrip- 
ture.) [But this people that kaoW not the 
Law, are accurſed ; that is, miſerably 
deceived by believing in him to their 
eternal perdition, /vb.7. 49.] Juſt the 
ſame as you ſay now of our people, for 
their ignorance in Scripture. 

Again,the man that was cured of his 
blindneſs, by Ieſus, ſaid to them,[/YV 
ye alſo be his diſciple? they reviled him, 
and ſaid, T how art, (or be thou) hes diſ- 
ciple.] Why, not they ? O forſooth [we 
are eMoſes diſciples, we know(by Scri- 

 pture) that God ſpakg unto Moſes ,&c:] 

Toh.9.27. See the veil(of Moſes Law ) 
that /ay wpor, and blinded their bears, 
again(t believing in him (2 Cor.z.15.) 
and ſo does, to, and at, this day. 

VV ill you ſee the cauſes of ut. 
One was, becauſe they ſaw himrteach, 
command, and praGtice , ſome ings 


evidently repugnant to the exprelle 
Words 
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words of Scripture. ' For inſtance - 
1. 1t ſaid [Thou shalt do no manner of 
Work upon the Sabbotrh, Particularly, 
T hou halt not bear any burthen thorow 
the city, Ter.17.21.] He, commanded 
one whom he cured, to carry noleſs a 
burthen then the bed he lay upon.tho- 
row the City,on that day,/#}.5.9. When 
therefore = ſaw him afrerward work 
a manifeſt miracle in/proof that he was 
the Chriſt; what had they to-choak the 
mouth of that evidence with, but this 
[This man is not of God (for all his mi- 
racles, ) becauſe he keeps not the Sabboth 
day.) Iuſt the ſame as your men ſay 
ſometimes of our Church ; She canner 
be of God, notwithitanaing all her mira- 
cles, becauſe the worships images prays 
to Saints, &fc. 

2. Again; it ſaid,Thow halt keep theſe 
ordinances as everlaſiing ſtatutes;through 
all generations for ever, Gen.17.7. Exo. 
17.10. & 31.17. Deut. 12.5, &c.] He 
faid, He Was Lord of the Sabboth, Mar. 
12.8.& diſcovered an intent ro change 

it , andall the ordinances of My, 
an 
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in ſtead of worshipping God, by a carnal 
and fipwrative facrifice, in'the Temple 
of lernſalem onely ;'the {piritual , true, 
pure, worchip, that God longed for, to be 
celebrated all the World over (Toh.4.2. 
Mal.1.11.) inſtead of the Paſcover, the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood, Toh. 
6.3253. inſtead of Circumes/on; Bap- 


1i/m:'Toh.3.3. Now how' abominable 


a defign hey apprehended this in him, 


. may be gueſſed ar from their charge a- 


gainſt one of his diſciples, [This man 
ceaſes not, to ſpeak blaſphemons Words, 
againſt this hely place; and the Law. For 
We have heard his ſay , that this Te- 
ſie of Nazareth hall ' deftroy this 
place , and change the cuſtomes Which 
e Moſes delivered ts, &c. eAtts 6; 
13. ] | 

3. Again;  faid; There is but one 
God, and be a pure ſimple Being, Eter+ 
nal, Infinite, ' Omnipojent , &c:] and 
appointed, that if any one, yearhough 
a Prophet ' giving a ſign of his Miſston 
or Doctrine, should 'eatice them to 


the 


—_—  ——_— —— 
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the worship of :any thing viſible , or 
created; they should | fone him 119 
death, as a falſe Prophet, and Blaſphe- 
mer, Deut, 13.1. He, aviſible man, 
cloathed with flesh and blood, and all 
infirmities of humane nature, born 
but the other day, of -a Carpenter; 
&c. ſaid, he was Goa, or his Son e- 
valto him; and required to be wor- 
Shipped as ſuch. And this they ſup- 
poſed to be evident 61i/phemy [Ioh. 
10. 33.] and that, according to the 
expreſs words of Scripture, he ought, 
as ſuch, to be put ro death, [/7' have 
a. Law, and by our LaWwhe ought to dye, 
becauſe he made himſelſ the Son of God, 
Toh. 19. 7.) And this ſeemed ſo e- 
vident tot hem in Scripture : (as no 
doubt, for that cauſe principally (if 
not onely) they vvould rather attri- 
bute his miracles ( as you do ours) 
unto the Devel; then entertain a 
doubt of his being the Chriſt, ar. 
12.24. 
Another cauſe was;becauſe the =_ - 
pheciestouchingthe properties & gn 
O 
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of. the Mefsiab, were not: onely dark, 
(andin that reſpe&, needing an Inter- 
preter to expownd them («Ltts 8.34.8 
x7.3.) yea evento Chriſtians, Lu. 24. 
2745.2 Pet.1.9.) but reprgnant,in ex- 
preſs words ; and therefore needing an 
Interpreter to reconcile them. And 
thence it was, that they were able. to 
urge it, as Pn: and aboundant- 
iy (yea perhaps I should fay true, if I 
aid more} agaiuſt his being the Meſ- 
fiahs as he, for it. Forinltance : 
I. In ſome; he was to be [ Davids 
* Lord, Pfal. 110.1. Jyea{God's Son,Plal. 
2.6.) yea [the everlaſting God exc. Ela. 
9-6.] In other, [a viſible, mortal mar, 
like unto «Moſes, Deut, 18.15. God's 
ſervant, Pſal.78. 70. Davids ſon, Pal. 
132. 11.] now that .one and the ſame 
_ Should be all rheſe, though it 
e eafie now to us that are taughtir b 
theChurch in our childehood,was fach 
ariddle then, to them, ( Mar. 22:46.) 
and ſtill is to any creature, in ſtate of 
nature (Mat.16. 17- 1 Cor.2.8,14.) as 
is incomprehenſible by any humane 
brain, 
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brain, without ſpecial light, and by any 
light in Scripture's felf, without an in- 
terpreter, or any interpreter, of leſs 
authority then Divine. 

2. In ſome; He Was notto braiſe & 
broken reed,cc. Ela.42.3. In other ; to 
break un pieces the Potentates of the earth 
like a potcheard, and rule them With a 
rod of iron, Plal. 2.9. 

3. In ſome; he was zo be the contempt 
of the common ſort, Pſal.22.6. TInother, 
all K mgs of the earth, to lick the dnft of his 
feet, Pial. 32:11, 

4. In ſome; ro have no form,nor come- 
lineſſe in him, Eſa.s 3.3. In other, tobe 
the faireſt among the children of men; 
Pſal. 45.2. 

5. Inſome, 20 be ſlain for us,Dan.g, 
27. Inother, to live, and rergna glors- 
ous King for ever,Plal.72.1 5.Dan-7-14; 
And therefore when the people heard 
him talk of his being life wp (meaning, 
upon acroſs, or gibbet) tliey were not 
able to reconcilethat,with his being the 
eMeſiiah; ſeeing they had been al- 
Wayes taught out of, Scripture » that 

yes tang f. Serip Cir 
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Chriſt abides for ever, Toh: 12, 34. 
No doubt, but he anſwered hy 
rexts, -and explicated hisWwn ſo'as ro 
reconcile them one with the other. But 
no doubt alſo they did the ſame with 
- his, and their ow# (as they verily 
thought. ) 
. Nor can youſay of all,that it was only 
pride,vain-glory, malice,or obſtinacy of 
will;thathindred them from ſeeing the 
truth of his ſenſe. For,no queſtion, but 
multitudes of them. A&#.13.27. compa- 
red with 1 Cor.2.8.namely;S. Parl, Act. 
26.9. )were purely ignorant; and ſought 
the truth in Scripture (according as it 
was alledged, and opened, on both (ides) 
with a love of thetruth, and a deſireto 
finde it,and with many a prayer,and bit- 
ter tear to God Almighty tor light to 
ſee it. And yet were confirmed , and 
by Scripture principally ( which they 
had known from children, 2 Tim. 3.1 x.) 


that they ought 10 do things contrar y tothe 
name of leſus; till God — by 
ſome other means then z:, shew'd them 


the truth. 
If 
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If you fay ; Wherefore did he then 
ſend themto Scriprure-for ir? the an- 
ſwer 'hath been given 'already 3 that 
itwas not asto a Teqcher of that point, 
buit a YYeerre/3 onely;''nor a witneſs \ 
his choice , but which they compelled 
him to, by their obſtinacy to the other 3 
nor as a witneſſe,' proper or ſufficient 
by it /elf alone , bur in; company with 
x'S other ,, for-corroboraiion , and as 
by him alledged, and expounded; and 
his Expoſition Tarranted evidently to 
ſenſe and reaſon, from God Almigh- 
ty by the token of miracles, beyond all 
that appeared then, in the 6 ynagogue , 
Ads 2.22. &10.38.) And withour 
that /igne , he deſired not any one, 
(ranch leſs vrould he oblige him) ro 
believe him, or his Interpretation 


- of Scripture, (John 5. 31. & IF. 


24.) 

Conſequently, for all the ſame rea- 
ſons; it is as zproper at this day to 
decide any controverlie, orreſolve any 
caſe of conſcience,&c. but inthe hand 
of one credited for an Interpreter of it, 


by 


we 
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Chriſt abides for ever, Tolt: 12, 34. 
No doubt; but he anſwered zherr 
rexts, -and explicated hisoWn ſo as ro 
reconcile them one with the other. But 
no doubt alſo they did the ſame with 
- his, and their own (as they verily 
thought. ) 
. Nor can youſay of all,that it was only 
pride,vain-glory,malice,or obſtinacy of 
will;that hindred them from ſeeing the 
truth of his ſenſe. For,no queſtion, but 
multitudes of chem. A&#.r3.27. compa- 
red with 1 Cor.2.8.namely;S. Parl, A. 
26:9. were purely ignorant; and ſought 
thetruth in Scripture (according as it 
was alledged, and opened, on both fides) 
with a love of thetruth, and a deſfireto 
finde it,and wich many a prayer,and bit- 
ter tear to God Almighty tor light to 
ſee it. And yet were confirmed , and 
by Scripture principally ( which they 
had known from children, 2 Tim. 3.1.) 
that they ought 10 do things contrary to the 
name of Jeſus; till God Almighty by 
ſome other means then z7, shew'd x Oh 
the truth. 
If 
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If you fay ; Wherefore did he then 
ſend themto Scripture. for ir? the an+ 
ſwer hath been given already 3 that 
itwas not asto 2 Teqcher of that point, 
biit a Y/Vi7e/? onely;' nor a witneſs 
his chotce , but which they compelled 
him to, by their obſtinacy to the other 3 
nor as a witnelle,/ proper or ſufficient 
by it ſelf alone » bur in; company with 
the other.,, for corroboraizon, and as 
by him alledged, and expounded; and 
his Expoſition tarranted evidently to 
ſenſe and reaſon, from God Almigh- 
ty by the zoken of miracles, beyond all 
that appeared then, in the $ynagogat' 
Adts 2.22. &10.38.) And withour 
that figne 2 he deſired not any one, 
(ranch leſs vvould he oblige him) ro 
believe him, or his Interpretation 


- of Scripture, (/ohn 5. 31. & Ig. 


24.) 

Conſequently, for all the ſame rea- 
ſons; it is as zproper at this day to 
decide any controverlie, orrefolve any 
caſe of conſcience,&c. but in the hand 
of one credited for an Interprerer of it, 


by 


Te 
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by the ſame zoken from God Almighty, 
either in his per ſon(as he was,)if he pre- 
cend to miſsion extraordinary (or Pro- 
phetical z) or.in the Church that ſegds 
him; ifhe pretend to ordirary mil$ion, 
AndI pray mark this well, 


C-H-A,P..V. 

Vrging the fift Argument, 
[Seripture-not fimply neceſſary.} 
M* ft Reaſon is, Becauſe [neither 

was it Wretten of axy neceſſity ;, nor, 
ſince us wrumg gs ut neceſſary ro the teach- 


ng of faith.] (where, by [not written of 


poneegny? I mean not to exclude 
Sity O 


the nece f command, for the wri- 
ting ſome few pieces inthe Old.and the 
eApocalypſe in the New Teſtament.) 
For, 

1. There were as great believers,and 
holy Saints,: afore Scripture was (Heb. 
I1,4-&c:) aSany were after, 

2. Aﬀer «Moſes Law was written, 
we finde not, it was read, either by, or 
ſo much as 70 the people, in 7 00. years 
together 


"0 


as vwmOW WT _— 


I » 
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together. Nor was there, for the firſt 
1090. years,any more then one copy of 
it: and that. too, once loft (and God 
knows, for how many years together) 
2. Chron. 34- 14. and yet the people 
were taught the good knowledge of the 
Lord (2 Chro. 30.22.) 

3. In the (hurch; there were as great 
believers, and holy Saints, afore any 
new Scripture was ( eAtts 2. 46. & 
4.32. & 9.36, &c.) as any lince. 

4. After its writing,yon cannot finde 
it waSever read by, or ſo much as 79 the 
people; or intended it should be(more 
then ſome epiſtles, once» to the parti- 
cular Church they were written to, and 
one neighbour-Church.) I Theſſ. 5, 27. 
Col.4.16. 

5. The Church was compleatly ſer- 
tled inallher form(eſſential)of dorine, 
Worslup, diſcepline,&c. and in the means 
for preſerving that form,uncorrupt,un- 
to world's end, divers years afore any 
title of the New Teſtament was wrir- 
ten; andneer 70. atore it was all writ- 
ten (vid. ſup. par.1.c.4,5-) 

6. The 


- -—-- 7 


c - 
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6. The writers of it expreſſely ſay, 
they wrote what they did (not of any 
command, but)of their own charity,pru- 
dence-or diſcretion [becanſe it ſeemed 
good, or meet tothem, Lu.1-3.2 Pet.I, 
13-Jupon particular occaſions, reaſons, 
or motives, hapning as it were by acc#- 
dem, (1 Tim.3.15.2 Pet.z.1.1 oh. . 
13. 14d.z.) Nay S. John faith plainly, 
[Ht had many things to Write, Which he 
World n0t;2 Toh. 12. &3. Toh. 1 3.]Sare 
then, both he wrote, at his own d:/Zre- 
tion; and what he wrote, was not xece/ſ- 
ſary tobe written. 

7. When S. Paul wrote to the Co- 
rinthians, there were two Goſpels (of 
S. Mathew and « Mark) extant, and 
had been, twelve, or thirteen years a- 
fore : yerhe being to urge to f a the 
words uſed by our Saviour in the inſti- 
tution of the B. Enchariſt; would not 
nrge them our of either of thoſe Go- 
ſpels, but onely from eration, (1 Cor. 
11.23.) By that example , giving all 
Chriſtians for ever to underſtand, how 
it ſuffices to their faith, and praftice, 

lu | in 
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inthe higheſt myſteries of Religion, if 
they hear from cheir Paſtor, [7 have re- 
ceived from the Lord, what T deliver, or 
have delivered unto you. ] Nor 1s the caſe 
| different (as to-ſub/tance) becauſe they 
cannot mean, receiving it from. Chritt $ 
immediately, For1. Perhaps, neither 
did he. E orthough he received /ome 
dottrines by inſpiration (Gal.11.2,) yer 
not all pernaps; and namely, not thoſe 
of the'Carechs/m, as this was 3 he being 
raught them by the ordinary means(and 
as is like, by e-Lnanias, afore he was 
baptized Ag. 6.) at leaſt, afore he 
had any vi/fon- or revelation (2 Cor.1 2. 
1,) 2. Granthe meant it,as received 
ammediately : as Paſtors ſucceed to him, 
in the office of teaching with divine au- 
- thority z ſo, their receiving their do- 
T Arine from Chriſt, by the mouth of his 

Church ( which H. Scripture ſome- 
- times calls Chriſt, 1 Cor.1.13.& 12.12.) 
". | fucceedsto his receiving it by #nſpira- 
I tion. 
W 8. Forought appears; 2. Seven of 
the Apoſtles were not able 79 Wre, 
2.1f 


gy 7h Y 
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2. If theywere ; lefc nothing in Wri- 
ting, with the Churches of their plant- 
ing(which was a very conſiderable part 


of Chriſtendom.) 


3: Nor did anyof 


thoſe that wrore,, dedicate their wri- 
tings unto the Whole Church, but 'un- 
to particular perlons , or Churches op- 
ly, or at molt , the faithful sndefinirely ; 
and without any intimation of intent , 
or deſire, tothaſe they wrote to, to di- 
ſperſe, orampart them to other :Char- 


ches. 


So as atthe Apoſtles dearth the. 


New Teſtament was not extant;or per- 
haps heard of, but in a ſmall part of 
Chriſtendome (in which the rwo chief 
Apoſtles laboured ;)[viz. in'the /eſer 
eAſia, from Teruſalem Weftward ; and 
inthe South of Exrope,from Rome eaſt- 


Ward, (Rom.1g.19. 1 Per, L.1,) 


9. It hath ever been,and now is,ſub- 
je& ta all ſorts of caſualties as all other 
bouks are (I mean, not the parrs onely, 
but the hole;) which: could-nor be, if 
it imply neceſſary, For, 1.The Book 
of the Law (andit's probable, all the 


copy then was of it) was /oft for 


divers 


years, 
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years, (2 Chron. 34.14:) 2. Allthe 
Copy that was, of a conſiderable part 
of /eremie's Prophecy, was burnt b 

Tehoiakim(ler.36.23.) 3. So were al 
the copies.of the Old Teſtament, that 
could be found by, Antiochas (1 Mac. 
I-50.) 4. Divers pieces of the Old 
Canon are utterly {oſt,that we know of, 
(1 Sam.10,25. 2 Chron. g. 29. & 26, 
22, &c. and perhaps that Propher quo- 
ted by S. « Mathew, Mar,z.23.) g.So 
are divers of the New; namely, a for- 
mer Epiſtle of $. Pas! to the Corinths- 
ans, (1 Cor. 5. 9.) Epheſians, (Epheſ. 
3-3.) Philsppians,(Phil.z. 1.) that from 
Laodicea, (Col.4.16.) andof $. John, 
to ſome Church in. A/ia, (3 Toh. 9g.) 
6. Thereis not (for ought I can hear) 
at this preſent, in the world, any orsgs- 


' nal (yea or perhaps perfettly authents- 


cal) copy of any one ſacred Book. 
10. Finally, it ſelf aſſures us , that 
the new Teruſalem Shall have no need of 
Sun, or Moon, (any created means of 
light, chough naturally incorruptible ) 
becauſe the Lamb is to be her light, ac- 
I 2 cording. 
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cording to his promiſe, ar. 28. 20. 
Apoc. 21.23. And that, to believe,and 
follow what is taught us by our Paſtors, 
is ſufficient to any ones ſalvation,(Lu-11. 


28.AQﬀ.11.14-Rom.146. ITim.4-20, 
Iam. 1.21.) 


CHAP. VI. 


Vrging the lat Argument, 
[Scripture or ſufficient, &c.)] 


Y fixth and laſt Reaſon is, Be- 
cauſe [ zt contains. not expreſſely 

every particular of the Goſpel.) For 
1. It contains not every particular, 
1. Ofthe things commanded by our Sa- 
viour to his Apoſtles, to be taught all 
creatures, as his Goſpel (Mar. 28. 20. 
Mar.16.t5.) 2. Much leſs, of thoſe 
he reſerved the teaching of, unto the 
H. Ghoſt, after his Aſcen/ion (loh. 16. 

12.) | 
2. It contains not every particular, 
of the form of Dottrines VVorship, ec. 
taught and ſettled in the Primitive 
Church, 
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Church, by the Apoſtles, A#.2.42;) 


and commzrted by them viva voce to the 
Paſtors to teach, and obſerve, and 
commit in like manner, viva voce, to 
others(Acs 20,20,27.2 Tim. 1-13.& 
2.2» &C.) 

If you fay, it does; it Wil Iye wpon 
you to Shew where; 1. By making a 
Catalogue of all the particulars. z.Pro- 
ving irto bea perfett one. 3. Naming, 
Where every of them is contain'd. 

I ſay, i Will he upon you; becauſe 


preſumption of reaſon is againſt itz for 


rwo. reaſons,chiefly,r. Becauſe in thoſe 

laces , where it was moſt proper to 
5am named the particulars, if ithad 
been intended, none are named (ex- 
cept one or two of the chief-) but all 
wrapped upin generals [Teach the Go- 


 [pel, Mar. 16. 15, Teach all things / 


have commanded you, Mat.28.20, They 
continved in the e-{poſtles doftrine, and 
fellowship, and breaking of bread, and 
prayer, AQ.2,42, Hold the form of ſound 
Words, which thou haſt heard of me, &c., 
2 Tim. 1,73, Preach the Word, &c. 
I 3 z Tim, 
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2 Tim. 4-2.) 2. Becauſe, in ſome 
places, they warn the people to whom 
they wrote, to hold faſt all they had 
taughtthem, whether &y Word, or Wwri- 
ting. 2 Thefl. 2.15. And refer the or- 
dering of {ome things pertaining tothe 
adminiſtration of diſcipline, wntil their 
coming (of which no more is ſaid after- 
ward.) 1 Cor. (1.24. Nay, expreſſely 
lefr powerwith the Church to ſet in or- 
der the things that were wanting, Tit.1.y. 
Nay, S. /ohn, who wrote laſt, and (per- 
" baps) in the laft piece he wrote, had 
' 2any ho vAwortic ; Which he veſerved 
ro Word of month, z Toh.12. 
3. It contains not thoſe writings that 
are /oſt (named ſup.c.5. arg. 9. $.4,5.) 
4.To put it beyond all gain-ſaying : 
it contains not any expreſ7 ru]e; for re-,, 
ſolving theſe queſtions : wiz. 
1, What a Sacrament is ? 
2. How many Sacraments, Chriſt or- 
dained.in his Church ? 
3. What Waters and 45011, is necel- 
fary, and ſufficient, to the marrer : 
. what perſon, to thee Miniſter ; + and 
| Rita what 
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), 

e what Words, to the form of Baptiſm ? 

= 4. Whether baptizing' /nfants , be 
d pious ; or neceſſary, or available,to their 
3. | ſalvation? 

= 5. What, and which is the Church ? 
6 6: Who is a Liwſul Paſtor? 

Fl 7. What, is: meant by thefe names, 
r= Presbyter, Buchop, Deacon ? 

ly  » 8, Whether anomiung the ſick With 
by oz] (Iam: 5.1 4.YÞe an obſolere þaiy ? 

r. . 9. Whether abſtamming from things 


T- ſtrangled, and from blood (Aas 15+ 19.) 
ad be an obſolete Lay ? 


ed ' 16, Whether, that ſpeech, [This ss . 
my body] were proper, or figurative ? 

1at 11, What proving (1 Cor.ir. 28.) is 

) neceſſary, and ſufficientto Worthy re- 

Ir cervingt 7. 

-e-l.,' 12+ V Vhat is che; fin againſt. the H. 


Ghoſt} and whether it may be repem- 
ed gf? andif fo, whether remiſ3:ble, or 


2- | + nat» to the penitent ? 
13. V Vhar is juſtsfying faith ? 
el- 14s, W hat is juſteficarton ? 
r: {1 5- In caſe of conteſt, or doubt, 
nd who are tobe judged , [ the haghtr 


Whe- 


poWers ?] I 4 
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16. Whether the Law of the Sab- 
both, (and namely, that part of it, as 
concerns reſt from ſervile work.) was, 
by Chriſt abropgared, or 1ranferred 
onely to another day? which ſoeverit 
were 3 whether in whole, or in part | 
onely? and jf the Jater; in har part 
(at moſt, and leaft 7) 

It were ealie to name a thouſand 
more, of the hike ſort; and the leaſt of 
them, smporting mankinde to. ſalvation. 
Bur theſe are enough for inſtance, 


\— 


— 


— ——_— ——— 


Cencluſion of the Firſt Treat ſe, 
I" now (dear Reader) think ſad- 


ly with your ſelf, what reaſon you 
have, any longer to believe,2s now ycud,, 
do, thatche Scripture was left for your 
Guide and Rule. | » 

I. Is it becauſe' you have been ever 
tanghtſo? That is.no reaſon, unleſs 
your Teachers have been ſexe, Rom. 
10.14. which there is not one of them 
( Independents, Pregbyterians, ivr Pre- 

| latital 


I, 
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latical)bath any more authority to teach 
yon, then-you to teach them(as will be 
demonſtrated in the next Treatiſe. 

2.Isit, becauſe you have read,or heard 
ſo much in Scripture it ſelf? you cannot 
but ſee _ you shut your eyes,) it 
ſaith no ſuch thing ; but the dire con- 
trary-, ina hundred places. 

3 Is it, becauſe it ſpeaks touching it 
ſelf very great.chings.? you will not fad 
any thing ſaid of it ;. but the ſame,, or 
ſomething more excellent is ſaid of the: 
Church, or her teaching. For inſtance.. ' 

1.Is it called [tbe Y/ord, Law, Do- 
ftrine, Oracles, or Goſpel, &c, of God, 
Chriſt, Salvation ? &c.] Herteaching. 
is more. towit ;.1. The word of God? 
and all other theſe attributes in fmple 
ſenſe; whereas z is onely. the Wrazer 
Word, Law.&c.and ſo her do&rine in- 
cludes the other, as a part of ir. . For a- 
among other grounds of Religion, 
taught us in our catechiſing, that is one 
[There is a Book, given by mſpiration of © 
Ggd: this is tt, &'c.] And for thatrea- 
ſonalone(becanſe 5be reacheth it) we be- 
I F lieve. 
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lieve it at firſt. And for thatreaſon a- 
-lone mn. or finally,) we believe it 
ever after ; for elſe, she' were 'not rhe 
ground of ernth. 2, The Word of God, in 
proper ſenſe ; becauſe at this preſent 
ſpokenby her,as his mouth,or Angel,un- 
-to our ears ( Mal.2.7. Luk.1.70.) and 
ſpoken to me, and you, and every crea- 
tare in ſeveral, or 1n his particular |per- 
ſon (May.16.16.) byan inſtryment in- 
dned with ſenſe, and reaſon;and there- 
dy able to explicate,both her terms,and 
-dodrinezand by applying her inſtruci- 
-on,and direQion,to every one,accord- 
ing to his copecky,needllatee'ts ſet, 
and guide himzin ſuch a plain high-way, 
as the way faring men, though fools, (or 
children of five years old)shall not,erre 
therein, 1{a.z5.8. And fo, hers is that 
Word, elſewhere alſo promiſed by Eſay 
tothe ele& under the Goſpel (The peo- 
ple Shall dwell in Zion, &c. And though 
the Lord give you the bread of adverſity, 
&&c. yet shall not thy Teacher s be removed 
mmto a corner any more (as yon lay the 
Church may be ſometime anv4y/vl: + 
; [ne 


IV ,2 


a reats/+, F Lc 3 
the eye of ſenſe; ) bur thine eyes hall ſee 
thy Teachers, and thine ears shall hear 
Grim their lips)''a word behmd thee, 
mt at firſt, by narnmnes and after- 
ward, by aftual nr, we are all going in a 
wrong path toward hell, with our backs 
toward God Almighty, and his holy ha- 
birzion; and'ſo he is fain to follow after 
* with his good inſpirations ) ſaying » 
This is the way, walk nit; or, that you 
are to walk in, E/a. 30.19.] A word 
therefore far more uſeful, and benefi- 
cial eo-us then the other ; ſeeing there 
are multitudes of people, yea, Nations 
in the world, who cannot read; and of 
them that can, none able to underſtand 
Scripture, without ſome other inter. 
preter then itfelf. And ſo it is but 
a mute word ( properly ſpeaking). with- 
out her. 

2. Is it, a light ? She, is7zhelight. 

3- Was it wretten for our learning ? 
She, was givenfor our Teacher. 

4. Is it che Book of truth ? Shezis the 
ground of truth, 

51s 
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5+ Is its reaching, of, or with dive 
«uthority? So.is hers, /Aar.16.16; : 
6. Did Chriſt ſend ſame to ſearch it; 
as 2 Witneſ7 to his perſon? He ſent\al/ 
to hear her, as the Teacher of his Go- 


' 9. Is he bleſſed that reads it; Sois 
he,that hears her word, Lu.1t. 28. And 
no reader of jt, but he thatis alſo-her 
hearer, Apoc.1,3. 

8. Is it able to make ſome Chriſtians 
Wiſe 10 ſalvation,by faith in Chris? Her 
vvord, is able to ſave all creatures ſouls, 
by recerying #t, Mar.16.19.1Tim.4.16. 
Jam.1. 21. 

9. Is it profitable for doftrine,&c, that 
the man of God may be perfett, throughly 


ſpl: 


furniched to every good work? She is ne- 


ceſſary and ſufficient, for Cofrine, &c. 
that every creature may be perfect, 
throughly furnished co every thing per- 


raining ro faith, or holineſs. 


10. In aword; is it profitable, in any 
kinde, to any uſe vyhatloever ? It is on- 
ly as an inſlr ment, inthe hand of her, 
or hec Scholars. 

00» 


= OW BO Ox 


+ wc = X« wi S©@_ oc > #® Bb <4a a 4. *©7 


Lo Yea HDkw@©@t* al 


—— cc 4 MY 


. Firſt Treariſ#, ' m0f” 
-- So, whatſoever car ibe ſaid of it, the 
ſame, or more excellent, may !be 
ſaid of her, or the word by her preach- 
ed. Bnt- then there are abundance 
of glorious things ſpoken of ber ( Plal; 
87. 3.) none whereof 'can be ſaid of 
it; namely , all thoſe , named ſupras 
pag- 13> I4, IF, [The Houſe of od , 
the eAngel of the Lord , the Light 
of the VVorld, the Power of God 
unto Salvation, the Ground of Truth, 
the Rule of Faith, &c.)] 

VVhich I ſay not , of any intent 
to extoll her above it, a&/olutely : 
but to beget in you a due efteem of 
her, asin ſome reſpetts excelling it, as 
;t does her in many other, 

4+ Is it, becauſe ir vvarnes you 
of. ſome danger poſsible in making 
her your guide? not a ſyllable in 
it, to any. ſuch ſenſe; ir doth, of 
danger in making 4. ſo, 2 Pet. 3. 
I6, 

F+ Is it, becauſe it tells you, you 
need not believe or obey her , fur- 
ther thea $he teaches out of, ar 
CON- 
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conſonantly:todt ? Ic tells you no ſuch 
thing 35 butthe quite contrary whenit 
calls her'the {g&rownd of cath.” \ For, af 
She the 'gronnd of truth, we'are not to 


Judge of the trach "of her doctrine by 
ic, buc contravily, -of irs exue ſenſe, by 


her doctrine: , It _ paſsible for it 
to have divers ſenſes; but e6r poſsible 
for it ro haye any #e ons, repugnant 


xoher dottrine: as neither poſsible for 


her (being the ground of wruth)to miſun- 
derltand it, fo as toteach anything re- 
pngnantro it, , | K 

' \Wonld then any of your Miniſters, 
andertake to prove tome, by it, tha 
$he may vea hath ar fometime or other 
ſince the Apottles death, yeaatthispre- 
ſent does erre in her teaching? I would 
ask. him, if he would prove it, by the 
expreſs. wordsof ir, or no. It, nay: 
would telbhim, no implications, ' or de- 
dufions, though neverifo evident to 
reaſon , were to be of force againſt ſuch 
expreſs promiſes as are made to her ; 
and choſe not cordrr4onal only (fo much 
as intplicitely ); buc Prophetical, _— AS 
—_ ac 
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that [ Day and nizht, shall not ceaſe; while 
the earth remams,Gen.$.22.)for ſoſaith 
it; [If you can break my Covenant of the 
aay, "and my Covenant of the mght, and 
that there should-net be day and night in 
their ſeaſon : then may alſo my Covenant 
be broken with David my ſervant, that 
he should not have a Soni to /it upon bis 
thyone (and you will not;I hope, fay;thit 
Chriſt's throne was to judge errors )and 
With the Levites the Prieſts my Mint- 
ſters, e&rc. Ter.33-20.] Nay, God Al- 
mighty for our greater aſſurance inthis 
point, expreſfely declares, that no de- 
fankk or wickedneſs of the Paſtors of 
the Church, should. ever defeaſe his 
Covenant with her [If his children for- 
ſake my law (in praQtice of life) &c. [ 
will viſit their tranſpreſiions With the 
rod, &c.) But my loving kindeneſs will 7 
not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my 
faithfulneſi ro fail, &c. Plalme $9, 
0.] 
; Such expreſe promiſes are-made to , 
her,. for her immunity from a!l error 
in doctrine, ſo long as the world en- 
dures : * 
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dures. Namely , for inſtance, ehe/ſe 
[My ſpirit which is wpon thee, and my 
Words.Wwhich I bave put into thy month, 
Shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor. out 
of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the 
wouth of thy ſeeds ſeed ( ſaiththe Lord) 
from henceforth, and for ever , Eſa. 
$9.21.) Again, [The ſpiritof truth 
Shall. abide Wuth you for ever ( there- 
fore he ſpake not to.the &poſiles, 
but the Church) Toh. 16, 3. and gmae 
you into all ruth, Toh. 14, 16.] Now 
all truth, excludes any one (leaſt) er- 
ror. It he. ſay, yea: and $hould 
(which. is impoſsible) bring a Text 
in exprelſe words, againſt ſome do- 
Grine , or avowed.-prattice of hers: 
I would ask him, if thoſe vvords 
were to be underſtood in their proper, 
literal, grammatical, or (orduaary \ 
Ecclefraſtical ſenſe. If he ſay» yea: 
afore I adwitred him for an /nterpre- 
ter, I vyould ask him for his rocker, 


. vvithout vyhich not our Lard Chriſt 


himſelf vyould defire any one to ſub- 
mit to .his Interpretation of it agpint 
the 


mouth or thought', of a; Chriſtian» 
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the Synagogue, Toh. g.z1. & 15; 24* 
Andif (which is alſo impoſiible) he 
Should Shew it ( I mean not, a fg, 
Deut.13.1. Mat. 24.24. but a true mi- 
racle,Plal.136. 4-Ioh-3.2-& Toh.g.31.) 
F would anſwer him, that from thence- 
forward, I would neither believe her, 
nor #/.. Not her 3 becauſe teaching 
contrary to' that, which $he told me 
was the Wordof God, Notit i becauſe 
teaching contrary to her, who it told 
me was-the gromnd. of truth, and her 


preaching, the Word of God. 


| Weighithen vvell (as Þ faid,) with 
your ſelf” dear. Chriſtian Brother , 
what reaſon you have to make it your 
guide, Nay, what an abſurd ſenſe- 
lefs.ching it will: be. in you (after this 
admonition > and--- demonſtration to 
you) £0 leave the fountain of Irving Wu- 
ter , for a broken ciſtern ; the ground 
of truth ,, for a quick-ſand of exrour » 
I mean, the Charch , for the Sep: 
tre; (not in its ae, nature, or. ule 
God forbid any ſuch. thing, in-the 
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but in it abuſe, 3s. *ncerprered to you; 
by your ſelf, a tman not onely ſubje& to 
all kinde of error , but falſe principled; 
or by e Muniſters, or Synods, ſuch as 

ours, as{ubjettto error,and falſe prin- 
cipled.as your ſelf ):to leave the Teach- 
er, \ #mto which our B. Sayiour aid {Ds 
you teach- the” Goſpel to" overy" co 04. 
ture,] and of which ke ſaid;to' you, and 
me , and every creature-[ He that be- 
heves (het , or herteaChing ) and 'i 
baptized, shall beſaved: that not believes 
(her, or her teaching) hall bedarnned, 
Mar. 16.16\]/for a#okp'bfiwhich he 
never ſpake ſyllable unto/Cbriftiant;or 
in order to reachmy his. Law; nay of 
which it appears not, that (as Pa#or of 
*his Church, or according,to his hamane 
'natureJhe ever mtended,or ſo muchas 
"foreſaw the writing. of one tictle of ir: 
and of which, he, to whom he com- 
- mitted for ever after, the feeding of his 
"flock (70h.21.1 5.) ſpeaking unto Chri- 
« ſtians purpoſely -of ſome part of: the 
*New Teſtamentthen writtery andby 
« thar occalion}of the Scriptuve it1 gene- 
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ral, .as in the band of the people; yea 
(it's more like) Drvines:all thathe (ith 
of it is ſofar from encouraging, or di 
re&ing them untoit, as their guide,or 
rulez' as it is rather'to the contrary 
( 2 Per.3.16.): inaword;to leave har, 
of which it is certain, out of Scripture's 
own mouth, that it is moſt'proper, by it 
ſelf alone;to teach every creature,eve- 
ry thing pertaining to the Goſpel; for 
that which is nor proper by it ſelf alone, 
to teach any creature, any thing. ' 

Suppoſe God Almighty should do 
you the favour he did'S.' Srepben, toler 
you ſee the heavens open, and Jeſs fit- 
ting at his right hand', and teaching 
ſome perſon ſtanding by; and yon 

d hear him ſay to that party[[T each 
this man ( meaning you Y What 1 have 
taught you. Tf he ark. eve, he thall be 


ſaved; "if not, damned}: and anonaf- 


ter, 'you shauld ſee him deliver to him 
a book, ſaying to him, I give thee this, 
that » edt reach it 10 hi; Exod. 24. 

112.7]. and- afterward ſome 'one #hauld 
ſnatch thatbook from him, and'givear . 
lo (+ 
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to you, ſaying] Do not believe him,fur- 
ther then 3s here Wruten ; he Will teach 


on errors; yead this your ſelf, and. 


guide your ſelf, and judge of his do- 
etrme by it, &c.] would you not think, 
it a brainſick a&, tofollow ſuch coun- 
ſe] > Sure,you would ,in reafon, Such 
very ſame Counſel, is that of: your 
Miniſters 3 [7 eglet# the Church , fol- 
low the Scripture, Nay it is more cer- 
tain to you , that Chriſt ſpake thoſe 
words to her, concerning you, from 
that record of them [Preach the Go- 
fpel tqevery creature, Mar. 16.1 g.]then 
if youshonld hear or ſee it now in ſuch 
a vition;by how much the word of Scri- 
ture,is 4 more ſure Word, then any ſen(i- 
ble viſion can be, Zx.16:31.2 Per.1.19. 

Nor- therefore may you think, or 


- hope God Alm:will (upon your prayer 


to him, though never {o humble, never 
ſo fervent) by his Spirit, dire&-or in- 
gen you in the right underſtanding 
ot-Scripture,ſufbciently to-your falvati- 
on, without the Churche's miniſtery. 
Fot,he having placed that office ip her, 
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inthe ſame maner as the office of bap- 
tizing [Teach all, baptiz3ng them Mat, 
28.19.] he will no more give you the 
one grace, without her miniſtery,then 
he. wil the other: and  cheretoreto 
begg of him to- reach you -himſelfe , 
would -be an at of as damnable pre- 
ſumption, as to begg of himz to ba- 
ptiſe you -himſelfe. And therefore 
when. $.Pawlnot knowing then, who.els 
he was10 goe to, begged it of him 5. he 
ſent himto the Church, for that grace. 
e#.9.6. See the reaſon ſap. p.8. 
VVhat needs any more to- be -ſaid 
to ſuch a goodſoul as I ſuppoſe you to 
be, Lett ſuffice, you have: hitherto 
embraced this falſe, ponciple, aut of. 
ignorance, and beguiling of herericall 
Teachers. Afﬀeer this admonation » 
you haye great cauſe to fear, God will 
not Wink at your ignorance, any longer z 
but expeRts from you exat obedience 
to this his commandement or ordewance, 
(Mal. 2.4.)of hearing and followidg the 
Church as your G#zde in Religion, 
This doing-you will ſoon finde that 
Reſt 
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. be gjven) are. 


Refs ſoul, the Title of this Book pro- 
miſled. 
If youneglet it ; neicher this Book, 
nor the Charch will have need ro accuſe 
you to-your Tudge atthe dreadful day : 
there ave others to accuſe you ; <Moſes, 
e Mathew Paul, &c. in whom you ruſt; 
for had you believed them (as you ought) 
you Would have believed her, for _ 
Tri of her (and much more plainly 
ther any:Propher did of Chrilt,) 704: 
Fe4bF-+ 
Nor may yon flatter your ſelf, with 
hope upon your faith, baptiſm, inno- 
cency, or holineſs, great and ſenfible 
particular-fayours of God-to you (as 
may ſeem' to you) in interior lights , 
conſolations, affurances of your being 
one of- his, &c. for unleſs you be an 
humble child,or ſcholar of his Church, 
no hope can be builtupon them. And 
two reaſons (among many other might 
- 1. Becanſe, without (divine) faith, it 
48 not poſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 11:6. 
Now your faith cannot be ſuppoſed 4s- 
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vine, becauſe nor grounded (fitally); 
on the Church, the ground. of all irath z 
and if of all rrnth, of «ll jaith alſo. -: 
.--2, Becauſe not tobear,or believe,the 
Churche's teachiog, is-3 mortal. (in ; 
(M2t.18.1:;7;; Mar. 16,16.) and con- 
ſequently , inconſiſtent with holineſs » 
Wthout Which no man shall ſee God, Heb. 
12. 14: See more places, if you pleaſe, 
to the ſame purpoſe;. Mat... 0.44-Lus 
10.16, Ads 2.47.&.14,49. Gal-5.20, 
(Herefies) Apoc.21,24:And therefore 
you may be certain, the fpirit.chat guids 
you to a negle& of her, and flacters and 
comforts in you it it, is notGod's, bur 
the evil ſpirit,2 ( 0r.4.3- | 

What remains then, but (as you de- 
fire to ſee the bliſsful face'sf” God, and 
avoid eternal torments ) you, in the 
firſt place , ſeriouſly ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, of otherwiſe:enquire and reſolve 
your ſelf well, routhiog this firſt Que- 


tion 3 /Phat Chriit left Wert Y 
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That having found her, you! may /zek 
bis LaW-at her month ;' that "if you find, 
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